
 

Church of St. Leo The Great 
Roman Catholic Church  Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway 

 New Parishioner 

 Change of Information 

 Moving: Remove from list 

 Please call me - best time  _________________________  

 I would like to serve as:  Lector  Acolyte  Eucharistic 

Minister  Usher  Choir Member 

 Please expedite registration because  ________________  

 ________________________________________________  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday through Friday:  12:10pm 
Saturday:  8:00am 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00pm 
Sunday:  8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese 

OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our     parish 
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are 
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection 
basket or mail it to the rectory. 

Name  __________________________________________  

Address  _________________________________________  

Phone     Day  ______________  Eve  _______________  

City  ____________________________  Zip  ___________  

E-mail Address  ___________________________________  

~OUR PARISH MISSION~ 
As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active 
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the 
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven. 

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator 
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon 
Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President 
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair 
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper 
Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance 
Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary  
 

IN RESIDENCE 
Rev. Peter Okafor 
Rev. Bento Tamang 
 

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT  
Sonya Simril, School Principal 
4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611 
Phone: 510-654-7828 
Fax: 510-654-5314 
www.stleothegreat.org  
 

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY  
4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611 
 
Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the 
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the       
weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net 

PARISH OFFICE  
176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611 
Hours:  Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm 
Phone 510-654-6177 
Fax: 510-654-4203 
Email: stleo@pacbell.net 
Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment. 
 
Baptisms:  
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM. 
Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM.  
Please register at least 1 month ahead. 
 
Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead.  
 
For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation: 
please call the parish office. 



(Week of September 18 - September 24, 2017) 
Monday 12:10pm Rita Wyatt 
Tuesday 12:10pm Indeliza Espinosa† 
Wednesday 12:10pm Gerald Nelson 
Thursday 12:10pm Anselmo Jr. & Catherine 
  Morante 
Friday 12:10pm Benefactors of St. Leo’s 
Saturday 8:00am Landen Nelson 
 5:00pm Marguerite Wallace† 
Sunday 8:30am Jeanne Mary Cabral† 
 11:00am Alema Rayman 
If you know someone who has died recently and you would like 
a Mass said for them, or if you have an anniversary you would 
like remembered, or you just wish for someone to be prayed 
for at a Mass, please call St. Leo’s Parish Office, (510) 654-
6177 to arrange to have a Mass said. (One name or family per 
Mass Intention). 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Carmen Cervantes, 
Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly, Glenda Corey, 
Stephany Cross, Juanita Estrellas, Clifford 
Franco, Rita Ferretti, Ernestine Gerlach, Donald 

Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann and Maria Koci, 
Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton, Barbara and Leland Maes, 
Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin, Kitty Nemechek, 
Fr. Tom Ng, Luz Ochoa, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane Renoir, 
Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Maria Salinas, Herbert 
Seidel, Mary Pat Thornton, Delores Wilcox, Russell Zanardi 
and all parishioners who are ill. (Please let the office know 
when you would like your name removed from the prayers 
for the sick). 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 September 17, 2017 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of September 18 - September 24, 2017 

Mon.  6:30pm Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tue. 7:30pm Scripture Study Rectory 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES 
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU! 

          $3,348,422.01: Total Cost of Renovation 

      DEBT     REDUCTION 
$300,000.00 Debt Owed to Diocese 

Last week’s contributions: $65.00 
We have collected $8,974.70 for the third quarter 

 September 10, 
2017 

Year-to-Date Sundays/
Holy Days 

Actual $5,534.00 $152,575.87 

Goal $5,225.00 $188,100.00 

over/(under) $309.00 ($35,524.13) 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading -- Remember the commandments and hate not 
your neighbor (Sirach 27:30 -- 28:9). 
Psalm -- The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich 
in compassion (Psalm 103). 
Second Reading -- Whether we live, or whether we die, we do 
so for the Lord (Romans 14:7-9). 
Gospel -- Forgive one another from your heart (Matthew 18:21-
35). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lection-
ary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 

on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contri-
butions.  

GUATEMALA SISTER PARISH COLLECTION 
Next weekend we will have the quarterly collection for our sis-
ter parish Templo Santo Hermano Pedro, in Guatemala. Bas-
kets will be available at all the exits for this quarterly collection. 
Thank you for your generosity  

LIVING STEWARDSHIP 
Obstacles to Stewardship. People who want to 
live as Christian disciples and Christian stewards 
face serious obstacles. In the United States and 

other nations, a dominant secular culture often contradicts reli-
gious convictions about the meaning of life. This culture fre-
quently encourages us to focus on ourselves and our pleas-
ures. At times, we can find it far too easy to ignore spiritual 
realities and to deny religion a role in shaping human and so-
cial values. As Catholics who have entered into the main-
stream of American society and experienced its advantages, 
many of us also have been adversely influenced by this secular 
culture. We know what it is to struggle against selfishness and 
greed, and we realize that it is harder for many today to accept 
the challenge of being a Christian steward. It is essential, 
therefore, that we make a special effort to understand the true 
meaning of stewardship and live accordingly. Copyright: 
www.usccb.org 

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF COLLECTION 
The people of the US are responding generously to the materi-
al devastation of Hurricane Harvey and Irma. Folks in the af-
fected area will need our help for months to come. Bishop Bar-
ber has asked parishes of the Oakland Diocese to take up a 
special collection to express our concrete support to our broth-
ers and sisters victimized by this tragedy. Here at St. Leo the 
Great, we will have a special second collection this weekend. 
Contributions from all parishes will be sent to our diocesan 
office where a single check will be forwarded to Catholic Chari-
ties USA. For this collection, the basket will be passed a sec-
ond time. Please be generous in your giving, thank you. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED 
At present, we do not have enough liturgical ministers to fulfill 
our needs at every liturgy.  Liturgical ministers serve the com-
munity during the Eucharistic Liturgy, the Mass. Training is pro-
vided. If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte, a Eucharis-
tic Minister, or a Lector, please contact the parish office at (510) 
654-6177. 

ANGELS SURROUND US 
Dear angel of mine, you can be my guide to the forgiveness 
Jesus calls me to. I ask you to make it very clear to me whom I 
need to forgive, and by your prayers help me to forgive, over 
and over. I entrust to you the one person I find it hardest to for-
give. Please give them a present from me. 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

THANKSGIVING MASS FOR HEALTHCARE 
PROVIDERS  

Saturday, September 30, 10:00am 
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ would like to cele-

brate and honor all individuals involved in physical, mental, and 
spiritual healthcare with a multicultural Thanksgiving Mass for 
Healthcare Providers. The annual Healthcare Thanksgiving 
Mass will be held on Saturday, September 30 at 10:00 am. 
We will pray for you and with you—asking God’s blessings 
upon you for your great dedication and generosity of heart as 
you work with our brothers and sisters who are ill or hurting. 
We encourage you to invite any healthcare providers you know 
in the Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to join us in cele-
bration of these hands that heal. A catered reception in the 
Cathedral Event Center will follow. To watch Bishop Barber’s 
video invitation and to RSVP please at oakdiocese.org/
BlessingHealers to help us plan accordingly. 

 
ANNUAL BLUE MASS 

The Cathedral of Christ the Light 
Friday, October 6, 10:00 am  

Honor First Responders at our Annual Blue Mass Friday, Octo-
ber 6, 10:00 am All first responders and their families are cordi-
ally invited to attend the Blue Mass on Friday, October 6 at The 
Cathedral of Christ the Light. Every day, lives are saved and 
touched by first responders. This interfaith service will honor all 
those men and women who serve the citizens of Alameda and 
Contra Costa Counties, as well as remember all those who lost 
their lives in the line of duty in the past year. Mass begins at 
10:00 am and a luncheon will follow in the Event Center; ad-
vance reservations are required. Seat reservations are availa-
ble at oakdiocese.org/BlueMass. The Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland.  

FAITH FORMATION 
Catechetical Sunday 

This Sunday, September 17, 2017 at 11:00am Mass.  
Why do we set aside a special day to commission 
Catechists? Catechesis is a very special ministry. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: 

“Catechesis is intimately bound up with the whole of the 
Church’s life . . . . Her inner growth and correspondence with 
God’s plan depend essentially on catechesis” (No. 7). This 
ministry of teaching has a profound dignity, which is why cate-
chists are formally commissioned by the Church. It is fitting that 
we set aside a Sunday to highlight this ministry and invite the 
entire Church Community to reflect on the responsibility to 
share our faith with others. Parents are truly the first and most 
important catechists of their children. They prepare the soil and 
plant the first seeds of faith. On Catechetical Sunday, we not 
only bless the work of our parish and school catechists, but we 
also commend parents and guardians. We encourage them to 
make their households places where faith grows from their 
foundational understanding of Christ who loves us uncondition-
ally. Let us pray for our Catechists, Teachers, and Parents! 

SCHOOL NEWS 
The faculty started working on an in-depth study of the science 
program at the school. This study required by the Diocese will 
look at significant accomplishments and areas for improve-
ment. Also, this past week, technology related clubs, such as 
robotics, began. The seventh graders are working on probabil-
ity in math class, while the fourth graders are making math 
models for multiplication and division. The first graders are 
studying animal and plant habitats in science class. A friendly 
thank you letter was a project the third graders completed re-
cently. They are also focusing on good thinking skills to solve 
problems. 

~This Week’s Feast Day~ 
FEAST OF ST MATTHEW 
Apostle and Evangelist 
Thursday, September 21 

Little is known about St. Matthew, except that 
he was the son of Alpheus, and was likely born 
in Galilee. He worked as a tax collector, a hated 
profession during the time of Christ. According 

to the Gospel, Matthew was working at a collection booth in 
Capernaum when Christ came to him and asked, "Follow me." 
The Gospel account of Matthew tells the same story as that 
found in the other three Gospels. It is thought he departed for 
other lands to escape persecution sometime after 42 AD. Ac-
cording to legend he fled to Parthia and Persia, or Ethiopia.  
Nothing is recorded of Matthew's passing, we do not know how 
he died or if his death was natural or he was martyred. Saint 
Matthew is often depicted with one of the four living creatures 
of Revelation 4:7, which reads, "The first living creature was 
like a lion, the second like a bull, the third living creature had a 
human face, and the fourth living creature was like a flying ea-
gle." Matthew is the patron saint of bankers. The Church estab-
lished St. Matthew's feast day as September 21. Copyright: 
http://www.catholic.org 

NEW BIBLE STUDY GROUP FORMING 
If you would like to have a deeper relationship with God and 
a better understanding of your 
faith, then join us for Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an 8-
week Bible study program . You 
will not only benefit personally from being part of this study; you 
will also help to bring about a profound renewal 
in our parish as we grow closer to Christ. St. Leo's is collecting 
sign-ups from those interested. We'll pick a schedule for the 
Bible study that works for the group. For more information or to 
sign up, contact Wella Lasola at wlasola@gmail.com 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION 
The St Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Women’s Center is in 
dire need of “gently” worn young children’s clothes of 
all sizes for both girls and boys. This has become one 
of the most important and growing needs for our poor 

Oakland neighbor families. Please check your closets and 
drawers for any items like this and bring them either to the rec-
tory or the St. Vincent box in the vestibule of the church. Any 
thing you donate will be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

THE FINANCE COUNCIL 
Fr. Joseph has invited Gerry Barañano to serve on the Finance 
Council and he has graciously accepted. Gerry joins Marilynne 
Homitz, Kevin Kennedy, Chandra Miller, Angie Minor and Jim 
Nemechek in this opportunity to be of service to our parish in the 
proper use and distribution of parish assets. The Council exists 
to help the pastor/parochial administrator “…keep the financial 
administration of the parish in harmony with the mission of the 
church.” Members of the Finance Council welcome your input, 
questions and concerns. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE/MOMENT OF PEACE 
In 1984, in solidarity with the United Nations, the NGO Path-
ways to Peace, inaugurated the Minute of Silence at 12:00 
Noon in each time zone. Individuals, communities and nations 
are invited to participate in this act of peace building each year 
on September 21. The 2017 U.N. Peace Day Theme is Togeth-
er for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for All.  


