
 

Church of St. Leo The Great 
Roman Catholic Church  Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway 

 New Parishioner 

 Change of Information 

 Moving: Remove from list 

 Please call me - best time  _________________________  

 I would like to serve as:  Lector  Acolyte  Eucharistic 

Minister  Usher  Choir Member 

 Please expedite registration because  ________________  

 ________________________________________________  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday through Friday:  12:10pm 
Saturday:  8:00am 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00pm 
Sunday:  8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese 

OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our     parish 
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are 
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection 
basket or mail it to the rectory. 

Name  __________________________________________  

Address  _________________________________________  

Phone     Day  ______________  Eve  _______________  

City  ____________________________  Zip  ___________  

E-mail Address  ___________________________________  

~OUR PARISH MISSION~ 
As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active 
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the 
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven. 

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator 
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon 
Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President 
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair 
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper 
Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance 
Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary  
 

IN RESIDENCE 
Rev. Peter Okafor 
Rev. Bento Tamang 
 

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT  
Sonya Simril, School Principal 
4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611 
Phone: 510-654-7828 
Fax: 510-654-5314 
www.stleothegreat.org  
 

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY  
4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611 
 
Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the 
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the       
weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net 

PARISH OFFICE  
176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611 
Hours:  Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm 
Phone 510-654-6177 
Fax: 510-654-4203 
Email: stleo@pacbell.net 
Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment. 
 
Baptisms:  
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM. 
Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM.  
Please register at least 1 month ahead. 
 
Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead.  
 
For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation: 
please call the parish office. 



(Week of October 2 - October 8, 2017) 
Monday 12:10pm John Wansley†, birthday 
Tuesday 12:10pm Holy Souls in Purgatory† 
Wednesday 12:10pm Benefactors of St. Leo’s 
Thursday 12:10pm Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Friday 12:10pm Holy Souls in Purgatory† 
Saturday 8:00am Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 5:00pm Thanksgiving to God who 
  rescued me 
Sunday 8:30am Deceased Parishioners of St. 
  Leo’s† 
 11:00am Intentions of Bella-Flora Family 
If you know someone who has died recently, if you have an 
anniversary you would like remembered, or you just wish for 
someone to be prayed for at a Mass, please call St. Leo’s Par-
ish Office, (510) 654-6177 to arrange to have a Mass said. 
(One name or family per Mass intention). 

Page Two                           The Church of St. Leo the Great                  October 1, 2017 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 October 1, 2017 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of October 2 - October 8, 2017 

Mon.  6:30pm Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tue. 7:30pm Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed. 6:30pm Confirmation Class Lacey Room 

Thu. 12:45pm Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat. 6:30pm Confirmation Class Lacey Room 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES 
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU! 

          $3,348,422.01: Total Cost of Renovation 

      DEBT     REDUCTION 
$300,000.00 Debt Owed to Diocese 

Last week’s contributions: $180.00 
We have collected $9,694.70 for the third quarter 

 September 24, 
2017 

Year-to-Date Sundays/
Holy Days 

Actual $4,276.50 $160.399.37 

Goal $5,225.00 $198,550.00 

over/(under) ($949.00) ($38,150.63) 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading -- When the wicked turn away from their wicked-
ness they have committed and do what is right, they shall sure-
ly live (Ezekiel 18:25-28). 
Psalm -- Remember your mercies, O Lord (Psalm 25). 
Second Reading -- Consider others as better than yourselves; 
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others 
(Philippians 2:1-11 [1-5]). 
Gospel -- Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the king-
dom of God ahead of you (Matthew 21:28-32). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lection-
ary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
In the stream of readings during this portion of Ordinary Time 
one week's texts can often appear to pick up exactly where the 
previous week's concluded. The sentiments expressed in to-
day's first reading seem to be a direct reaction to the Gospel 
passage we heard last week. In that Gospel, the landowner 
pays the same wages to his workers whether they worked for a 
full day or for only a few minutes. Today Ezekiel gives us the 
lament, "The LORD's way is not fair!" (Ezekiel 18:25). These 
Sundays in Ordinary Time offer us a glimpse into the ways of 
the Lord. We see how God's way has the tendency to turn the 
accepted conventions of the day upside down. Those who al-
ways expected that their way to heaven was guaranteed are 
disappointed. Those who thought they never had a chance are 
given that chance. Today offers us another opportunity to dis-
cover the abundance of God's mercy and love. Copyright (c) J. 
S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

LIVING STEWARDSHIP 
“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to 
give. We can give time, we can give our expertise, 
we can give our love or simply give a smile. What 

does that cost? The point is, none of us can ever run out of 
something worthwhile to give.” -Steve Goodier 

DEBT REDUCTION  
This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the 
basket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. 
Thank you for your responsible generosity 

Congratulations to our Newlyweds 

Jesus Enrique Casillas 
& 

Kirsten Diane Hudson 

“Two shall become one “ 

CATHOLIC VOICE COLLECTION  
Next weekend, we will have a second passing 
of the basket to collect donations for the annu-

al collection for The Catholic Voice. Your donation helps the 
parish to offset its payments for this. Last year, 2016, St. 
Leo’s paid $501.00 each month for the Catholic Voice, a 
total of $6,012.00 , but only received $521.00 in donations 
to offset the cost. We appreciate your generosity for this im-
portant  communications ministry. Envelopes are in the pews 
and in your quarterly envelope packets. Checks should be 
made payable to St. Leo’s Church. Thank you! 

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contri-
butions.  

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Carmen Cervantes, 
Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly, Glenda Corey, Steph-
any Cross, Lois Dyer, Juanita Estrellas, Clifford 
Franco, Rita Ferretti, Janne Fujimoto, Ernestine 

Gerlach, Donald Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann 
and Maria Koci, Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton,  Barbara and 
Leland Maes, Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin, Kit-
ty Nemechek, Fr. Tom Ng, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane Renoir, 

Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Joel Rivera,  Maria Salinas, 
Herbert Seidel, Mary Pat Thornton, Delores Wilcox, Russell 
Zanardi and all parishioners who are ill. (Please let the office 
know when you would like your name removed from the 
prayers for the sick).  
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SCHOOL NEWS 
The School’s annual chocolate fundraiser is underway and will 
run through the middle of October. It is a major fundraiser that 
contributes to programs which enhance the education of the 
students. The boys have started practicing for the beginning of 
the CYO Basketball season. In September, the eighth graders 
began visiting local Catholic high schools to assist in their deci-
sions for next year. The kindergartners have been discussing 
temptation and making choices in their religion class. The 
fourth graders chose Good Foods Institute for their class chari-
ty this school year. The Institute aims to create a healthy, hu-
mane, and sustainable food supply with research and by devel-
oping plant-based and cultured meat products. The sixth grade 
science class is studying maps and global positioning. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
CRS RESPONSE TO RECENT EARTH-

QUAKES AND HURRICANES  
On September 19, a 7.1-magnitude earthquake 
struck south of Mexico City, killing nearly 300 
people. On September 6, the Category 5, Hurri-

cane Irma, followed on the heels of Hurricane Harvey, affect-
ing as many as half a million people and claiming at least 38 
lives. Now, CRS is also responding to Hurricane Maria, a Cat-
egory 4 storm that has dropped heavy rains on some of the 
islands already devastated by Hurricane Irma. Prayers and 
financial contributions are badly needed for those hurt by these 
storms. Catholic Relief Services offers prayer resources in 
English and Spanish. Donations for hurricane relief can also be 
made online. Any gifts to assist those living in the U.S. and its 
territories, should go to Catholic Charities USA at CCUSA, 
https://support.crs.org 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
This year, St. Leo’s will not be having the blessing of the ani-
mals but see below for some of the churches who will (a full list 
can be found in the September 18 issue of the Catholic Voice).  
Oct. 1. St. Mary Magdalen Church, 2005 Berryman St., 
Berkeley, after the 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. Masses. 
Sacred Heart Church, 4025 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, 
Oakland, after the 10 a.m. Mass.  
Saturday, Oct. 7. Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harri-
son St., Oakland, 11 a.m. on the plaza 
Sunday, Oct. 8. Holy Spirit/Newman Hall, 2700 Dwight 
Way, Berkeley, 10 a.m. liturgy 
(All animals must be on a leash or in carriers.) 

ANNUAL BLUE MASS 
The Cathedral of Christ the Light, October 6, 10:00 am  

All first responders and their families are cordially invited to 
attend this interfaith service on October 6 at The Cathedral  
where we will honor all those who serve, as well as remember 
all those who lost their lives in the line of duty. Mass begins at 
10:00 am and a luncheon will follow in the Event Center; ad-
vance reservations are required. Seat reservations are availa-
ble at oakdiocese.org/BlueMass. The Cathedral of Christ the 
Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland. 

~This Week’s Feast Day~ 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Wednesday, October 4 
Son of a wealthy merchant, Francis' aimless 
adolescence ended when a failed military 
expedition led to his imprisonment and com-
plete breakdown. Once home, Francis redis-
covered God in the beauty of nature and the 
ugliness of human suffering, caring for lepers, 

praying in the little church of San Damiano, whose crucified 
Jesus he heard calling, "Repair my house, Francis, which is 
falling into ruins." Francis sold his possessions--and his father's
--to fulfill this command. When his father objected, Francis dis-
robed: "I return the clothes, your name, and all you gave me: 
God alone is my Father now." Later, the pope would dream of 
a ragged friar stretching forth a single hand to prop up the 
crumbling papal Cathedral of Saint John Lateran. Francis in-
deed helped rebuild the universal Church, founding the Friars 
Minor (Franciscans), dying at a young forty-four, bearing the 
stigmata of the Christ whose living icon he remains--in the 
Church and far beyond it. Peter Scagnelli, Copyright (c) J. S. 
Paluch Co., Inc. 

WINGS (Women In God’s Spirit) 
WINGS is back on October 11, 2017. This is a 
faith enhancement group for women: it encour-
ages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture 
study, catechesis, life sharing and community. We 

gather on Wednesdays from October through May in St. There-
sa Event Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 
1, at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest speaker and 
program until 11:15am. Our guest speaker presentations will 
uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcom-
ing community as we support each other in our spiritual growth. 
Bring a friend! Women from local parishes and other denomi-
nations are welcome! Our theme for this year is Gather Your 
People. Join us on opening day, October 11th. For more infor-
mation, contact Marilynne Homitz at mlhomitz@comcast.net. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED 
If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte, a Eucharistic Min-
ister, or a Lector, please contact the parish office at (510) 654-

6177. 
GOD IS CALLING YOU!   

Perhaps you’ve wondered what life is like as a cloistered 
nun?  If you’re a single, Catholic woman aged 18-38 years, we 
invite you to spend a day of discernment with the Cloistered 
Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery in Menlo Park, 
CA.  Contact Sister Joseph Marie, O.P., at voca-
tions@menlo.org, or visit our website at http:// nunsmenlo.org/
discernment-days/ to learn more and to register for one of our 
upcoming Come and See Days: Saturday, October 21, 2017; 
and Saturday January 20, 2018.  The event will be from 8:00 
AM to 5:30 PM and is free.  

NEW BIBLE STUDY GROUP FORMING 
If you would like to have a deeper relationship with God and a 
better understanding of your faith, then join us for Unlocking the 
Mystery of the Bible, an 8-week Bible study program. You will not 
only benefit personally from being part of this study; you will also 
help to bring about a profound renewal in our parish as we grow 
closer to Christ. St. Leo’s is collecting sign-ups from those interest-
ed. We will pick a schedule for the Bible Study that works for the 
group. For more information or to sign up, contact Wella Lasola at 
wlasola@gmail.com or call the office, (510) 654-6177. 

MONTHLY HOSPITALITY 
Hospitality will be held after all masses this weekend, a nice 
way to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. We invite parish-
ioners to  contribute chips, dips, baked goods, and soft drinks. 

YOUR MOTHER AND MINE, LORD JESUS 
Jesus, I am taught that you choose to include me in your fami-
ly.  You and your momma, Mary, and good Joseph are my fami-
ly, too.  This would be a very strange looking family tree, be-
cause all these people surrounding me are part of the same 
Holy Family.  So many siblings! May I please join this union with 
an open heart and a willing spirit?  Grace, please, to enter into 
such relationships! "Mary, mother of Jesus, be my mother, too." 
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