
 
 
 

Parish Council Agenda 
Monday, March 9, 2015 

7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room 
 

Invitation to Parish Finance Council to join in this meeting 
 

 
I. Opening Prayer Steve Howe 
II. Approval of Minutes Minutes from the 
 02/09/2015 Meeting 
III. New Pastor 

i) Rev. Joseph Nguyen 
(1) Self Introduction 
(2) Question and Answers 

IV. AGENDA 
i) Pastor’s Report 
ii) Pastoral Assistant Report 
iii)  School Report 
iv) Old Business 

(1) San Martin 
v) New Business 

(1) Parish Education Month concerning Parish Council: April Council Nomination / 
Recommendation forms 

(2) Parish Council members facilitate the hand washing at Holy Thursday Mass 
 
V. Closing Prayer Dewane Bradford 
VI. Hospitality Peter Munoz 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
02/09/2015 meeting minutes 
Pastoral Assistant report 
School Report 



PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Date: January 12, 2015 
 
Present: 
Father Tim Johnson 
Dewayne Bradford 
Gerry Barañano 
Suzanne Doran 
Dan Hagerty 
Norah Hippolyte 
Steve Howe 
Peter Muñoz 
Judith Sumida 
 
Not Present: 
Amity Buxton 
Sonya Simril 
Tricia Young 
 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Peter Muñoz: 

Oh God, you know our weaknesses and failings, and that without your help we 
can accomplish nothing for the good of our souls.  Grant us, therefore, the help 
of your grace.  Enable us to see the tasks you will set before us, and let us set 
our hand to these tasks with the vigor and joy of those with whom you abide.  
We pray that your hand will lift us up, and we may be refreshed.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, Amen. 

 
Correction of Minutes – January 12, 2015: 
None 
 
Approval of Minutes – January 12, 2015: 
Motion to approve minutes: Steve Howe   
Seconded:  Dewayne Bradford. 
Unanimously approved. 
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Pastor’s Report: 
Father Owens has arrived and is living in the blue house. 
 
Father Tom Ng is living in an assisted living community in Union City.  He expects to 
be able to receive visitors at the end of February / beginning of March. 
Father Tom’s room at the rectory has not been rented yet as the room has not been 
emptied of Father Tom’s possessions.  
Father Tom’s room has to be redone as nothing has been done to it in 35 years. 
 
There will be a Chinese New Year Mass in two weeks at the 1PM. at St. Leo’s.  Bishop 
Barber will be here. 
 
Latest news about window replacement: 

• Pantry windows – will not be replaced but a second pane of glass will be 
installed on the inside. 

• The 3 windows in the basement of the rectory will not be replaced as they 
are in good shape. 

• Father Tim will receive the final price quote soon. 
 
No change in the solar contract discussions.  
 
Capital campaign update: 
 • St. Leo’s received 83% of the goal in pledges through 1/31/2015.  This 
percentage attainment is the eight highest in the diocese. 
  • This 83% does not include the $20,000 challenge match. 
  
Pastoral Assistant (Norah Hippolyte) Report:  
Sunday, Feb 13 is Family Faith Day.   
 
St. Leo’s will have a food drive during Lent. 
 
Norah attended the lay ecclesiastical ministry conference.  Bishop Barber was there.  
 
Brews and Views – 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, Feb 19.  Brent Otto, SJ will lead the 
discussion on Confession at Descanso Restaurant. 
 
There will no Rite of Election this Lent. 
 
There will be a fish fry on the second Friday of March. 
 
 
School Report: 
Nothing to report. 
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Old Business: 
Website:   
 • Patrick is working with Rosario to make changes and corrections to the 
website.  A final decision on the major changes within a couple of weeks.  
 
 
New Business: 
San Martin de Tours Guatemala Sister Parish 

Background: St. Leo’s Parish has provided financial support as seed funds to 
San Martin de Tours in Guatemala for about 20 years.  In the early years, San 
Martin sent St. Leo’s annual reports on its growth and activities but recently 
reports have been sporadic.  After repeated requests for information, San 
Martin sent us their 2014 report in which they stated they have been able to 
raise funds from other sources. 
 
The Finance Council concluded that the start of 2015 would be an 
appropriate time to conclude our arrangement with San Martin. 
 
Finance Council Recommendations: 
The Finance Council recommended that St. Leo’s transfer the remaining 
$3,700 balance to San Marin with a letter explaining this would be our final 
contribution. 
The Finance Council recommended St. Leo’s support Mercy Beyond Borders, 
a charity devoted to the education of girls and women in South Sudan and 
Haiti. 

 
After a complete, lively, and thoughtful discussion about how best to proceed with 
this issue, the Council voted on the following two propositions: 

1. The Council’s intention is to support a sister international parish; 
unanimously agreement. 

2. The Council voted unanimously to continue with St. Martin de Tours for 3-4 
months to give people a chance to identify another parish located outside U.S. 
that is either expanding or being founded. 
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Closing Prayer: 
Gerry Barañano: 

Lord of Day and Night 
Of beginnings and endings 
As we prepare to conclude this meeting, 
We once again lift up our hearts to You, 
The Divine Source of All Life. 
We thank you for the gifts that have been present 
Within this act of service to the community. 
For the gifts of fellowship and understanding, 
Of mutual respect and shared vision, 
We are grateful 
For the gifts of perseverance 
And insight into the common concerns we share, 
For these and all other graces, we are thankful. 
As You have blessed our coming together, 
Now bless our departure and journeys homeward. 
May Your blessing be upon us, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Date: March 2015 
 
To: Parish Pastoral Council 
 
From: Norah Hippolyte 
 
Re: Pastoral Assistant Report  
 
RCIA/RCIA adapted for Children 
The RCIA for adults and children is a one to three year process.  It is a time for the 
candidates to grow in love, faith, and understanding of the Trinity, the Catholic faith, 
and the Church.  The Period of Purification and Enlightenment usually coincides with 
the Lenten Season and, is a time of intense preparation for those who are to receive 
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.  This year, we have no adults or teens 
receiving sacraments.  We do have five children receiving Eucharist for the first time 
(three of those are from the school). 
 
First Reconciliation 
We should have five children making the First Penance this year.  This first sacrament 
is celebrated during the evening communal celebration for the parish. 
 
Social Events 
The Fish Fry is March 14 beginning at 6:00PM.   
 
Brews and Views 
Our first Brews and Views was successful.  There were a total of 14 people at the 
event.  Our next event is scheduled for March 19 at 7:00PM at Descanso. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have questions, please feel most welcome to ask.  I am available at the rectory 
on Mondays to Wednesdays from 7:30P-9:30P and Saturdays from 1:00P-4:00P.  Or you 
can email me at stleo@pacbell.net. 



FROM THE DESK OF SONYA 
SIMRIL 

Saint Leo the Great Catholic Elementary School 
 
 
Listed below is information to be submitted to the Parish Council for the March 
2015 meeting: 
 
 
• Eighth grade students who applied to Catholic High Schools will receive their 

results on March 14, 2015.  Thirty four of the thirty five students applied.  Let's wish 
them the best. 

 
° Open House was a success.  We had over 40 potential families attend.  Many of 

them have applied for the 2015-2016 school year 
 
• Six grade will attend Caritas on March 9-13, 2015. They are overly excited about 

this awesome excursion with their class and another sixth grade class from the 
Peninsula. 

 
•  Thanks to all of you for your support and your continued prayers. Please  know 
that they are very much appreciated! 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Sonya Simril, Principal 
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