
Parish Council Agenda 
Monday, February 9, 2015 

7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room 

I. Opening Prayer Peter Muñoz 
II. Approval of Minutes Minutes from the 

01/12/2015 Meeting 
III. AGENDA

i) Pastor’s Report
ii) Pastoral Assistant Report
iii) School Report
iv) Old Business

(1) Website Update
v) New Business

(1) San Martin Sister Parish

IV. Closing Prayer Gerry Barañano 
V. Hospitality Steve Howe 

Attachments: 
01/12/2015 meeting minutes 
Pastoral Assistant report 
San Martin report



PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Date: January 12, 2015 
 
Present: 
Father Tim Johnson 
Dewayne Bradford 
Gerry Barañano 
Suzanne Doran 
Norah Hippolyte 
Steve Howe 
Peter Muñoz 
Sonya Simril 
Judith Sumida 
Tricia Young 
 
Not Present: 
Amity Buxton 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Judith Sumida: 

Ever living God, you gather together the parish of St. Leo the Great to welcome 
and encourage the active practice of Christ-like love by all. 
Bless the members of this parish council, 
Let your Spirit enlighten their minds and guide all their actions 
That they may strive to assist the parish in its striving to establish your reign of 
love on earth. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
Correction of Minutes – December 1, 2014: 
Misspelling of Father Kenneth Owens (with an “s”) 
 
Approval of Minutes – December 1, 2014 as corrected: 
Motion to approve minutes as amended: Tricia Young  
Seconded:  Dewayne Bradford. 
Unanimously approved as amended. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Father Tim has requested retirement in June.  No answer to the request yet. 
 
Father Tim had a meeting about fixing the windows with Paul Hough Construction.  
The bid came in at $68,000 using Milgard Styline Windows.   Paul Hough’s bid had 
the accurate number of windows.   
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Father Tim has researched the cost and feasibility of putting solar panels on the roof 
of several buildings.  This is a long-term project.  Because the Church is not eligible 
for rebates, St. Leo’s could lease the solar panels from a third party and the third 
party would receive the rebates.  Under this arrangement, St. Leo’s would have no 
PG&E bills for electricity.   
 
Father Tom Ng went to the Kaiser hospital on Christmas night and stayed for a full 
week.  He has heart problems and diabetes.  His nephew, who has the power of 
attorney, found him a private room in a rehab place for two weeks in Hayward.  
Father Ng wants to return to Hong Kong.  Father Ng has requested to return to the 
Salecians in Hong Kong, who have agreed to his request. However, this does not 
seem to be feasible and his nephew will look for an assisted living facility in the Bay 
Area. 
 
Father Peter Okafor will be back this weekend and then leaves to Washington, D.C. 
at the end of May.  Father Samuel is also back and also will leave in May to return to 
Uganda. 
 
The Finance Committee recommended that there be no pledge card this year as 
there were few responses.  It will be replaced by a giving guide.   
 
Budget for end of year is “OK”, falling short about 5 weeks from plan.  The 2015 
budgeted goal will be slightly lower than 2014.   
 
 
Pastoral Assistant (Norah Hipployte) Report: 
No RCIA  Rite of Election for the end of this month. 
 
There are more infants in preparation for baptism. 
 
St. Leo’s will organize a neighborhood food drive in Lent. 
 
There will be a fish fry on the second Friday of March. 
 
School Report: 
The information in the submitted school report omitted that there will be a Crab 
Feed on February 21.   
 
Old Business: 
Website:  No news to report 
 
Capital Campaign update –  
St. Leo’s has received 83% of the goal in pledges through 12/31/2014.  We have 
received no response from 78% of parishioners. 
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Catholic School Week will be January 25 through January 31.  There will be a mass 
on January 25th. 
 
No Bishop’s Appeal in 2015 because of the Diocesan Capital Campaign.  The Bishop’s 
Appeal will start up again in 2016. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Peter Muñoz: 

O God, send forth your Holy Spirit into our hearts that we may perceive, into 
our minds that we may remember, and into our souls that we may meditate.  
Inspire us to speak with piety, holiness, tenderness and mercy.  Teach, guide 
and direct our thoughts and senses from beginning to end.  May your grace ever 
help and correct us, and may we be strengthened now with wisdom from on 
high, for the sake of your infinite mercy.  Amen. 
Saint Anthony of Padua 
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Date: February 2015 

To: Parish Pastoral Council 

From: Norah Hippolyte 

Re: Pastoral Assistant Report  

RCIA/RCIA adapted for Children 
The RCIA is reading through the Gospel of Luke. The RCIA adapted for Children studied 
baptism, Holy Communion, and the Mass in January. Each Sunday they break open the 
weekly gospel.  

CLW 
The Mass with the children from the school is always very exciting because our worship 
space in the Fr. Lacey room is filled to capacity.  It makes for a very energy rich 
Children’s Liturgy.  

First Reconciliation 
First Reconciliation preparation is set to begin on February 7. 

Fr. Tim’s Retirement 
It is time to set up a small committee to begin planning for Fr. Tim’s retirement. 

Social Events 
The Fish Fry is Friday, March 13. 

Stewardship  
I got a commitment for a Eucharistic Minister. 

Brews and Views 
Brews and Views begins on Thursday, February 19, with Brent Otto, SJ. He will do a 
presentation on Confession.  

If you have questions, please feel most welcome to ask.  I am available at the rectory 
on Mondays to Thursdays from 7:00P-10:00P and Saturdays from 1:00P-4:00P.  Or you 
can email me at stleo@pacbell.net. 



San Martin de Tours Guatemala 

HISTORY: The Mission of San Martin in Guatemala was brought to the attention 
of the parish of St. Leo the Great by former parishioner, the late Joan Mac Intyre 
about twenty years ago. Several members of the parish, including Mark Ritter 
and his wife, visited the Mission in the early years. The area was very poor and 
the Mission quite needy and so our parish was motivated to establish a 
relationship with the Mission. 

The Church of St. Leo provided financial support or seed money obtained 
through quarterly collections to benefit San Martin. Annual reports in the early 
years kept our parish informed of the Mission’s growth and its activities. Our 
support helped San Martin grow from a Mission to what it is today – a regular 
diocesan parish, San Martin de Tours. 

In recent years, however, reports from San Martin have been sporadic. After 
several requests over many months, St. Leo’s did receive a report at the end of 
2014. The folks at San Martin appreciate the monies sent though their reporting 
is rather vague on specifics. We did learn that since they became a parish, they 
have developed the ability to raise funds from other sources. 

CONCLUSION: The Finance Council concluded that our seed monies achieved 
what was intended and that the start of 2015 would be an appropriate time to 
conclude our arrangement with San Martin.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

• Our parish bank account holds about $3700 collected last year for San Martin.
These funds should be transferred to Guatemala along with a letter explaining 
this will be our final contribution. 

• On Stewardship Sunday, Fr. Tim reminded us of our goal as individuals to
contribute to charities other than our church. For a worshipping community, this 
is a worthy goal as well. The Finance Council suggests we support a group 
working in a Third World country because small amounts make a huge difference 
in those places. 

• A group that appeals to the Finance Council is Mercy Beyond Borders. This is a
charity devoted to the education of girls and women in South Sudan and Haiti. In 
2014, MBB provided 243 young women with high school and college 
scholarships (both countries). The charity is a 501(c) 3 non-profit registered in 
California. It is a small group. The operation is efficient, the finances are 
transparent and there is a monthly online newsletter to keep contributors 
informed. http://mercybeyondborders.org/about-us/  

http://mercybeyondborders.org/about-us/
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