Church of St. Leo The Great

Roman Catholic Church — Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday through Friday: 12:10pm
Saturday: 8:00am
here Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
two or Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese

hree are

gathered PARISH OFFICE
176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611

: Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm
Phone 510-654-6177

Fax: 510-654-4203

Email: stleo@pacbell.net

Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon

Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper

Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance

there l AM Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary

in their IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Peter Okafor
Ml DST Rev. Bento Tamang
SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT

SACRAMENTS Sonya Simril, School Principal

ot 20 - 4- ; 4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment. Phone: 510-654-7828

Fax: 510-654-5314
www.stleothegreat.org

Baptisms:
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM.

Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM. y
Please register at least 1 month ahead. ST. MARY’S CEMETERY - 510-654-0936
4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611

Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead. Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the

For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation: weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net

please call the parish office.

~OUR PARISH MISSION~
As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven.

..............................................................................................................................)%

OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our  parish 1 New Parishioner
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are i
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection [ Change of Information

basket or mail it to the rectory. 0J Moving: Remove from list
[1 Please call me - best time
Name [0 1 would like to serve as: [1 Lector [ Acolyte [1 Eucharistic
Address Minister OJ Usher OJ Choir Member
Phone Day _  Eve O Please expedite registration because
City Zip

E-mail Address
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

- September 17, 2017)

Monday 12:10pm Thomas J. Donnellyt
Tuesday 12:10pm Ellen Chent
Wednesday  12:10pm Mark Paolinit
Thursday 12:10pm Agnes Yankeet
Friday 12:10pm Holy Souls in Purgatoryt
Saturday 8:00am Vitiliano Sacramentot
5:00pm Jeff Garlandt
Sunday 8:30am Deceased Parishioners of St.
Leo’st
11:00am Benefactors of St. Leo’s
please In the charity of your prayers, please remember:
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Virginia Bianchini,
proy J(‘”' Carmen Cervantes, Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly,

the sick. Glenda Corey, Stephany Cross, Juanita Estrellas,

Clifford Franco, Rita Ferretti, Ernestine Gerlach,
Donald Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann and
Maria Koci, Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton, Barbara and
Leland Maes, Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin,
Kitty Nemechek, Fr. Tom Ng, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane
Renoir, Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Maria Salinas,
Herbert Seidel, Mary Pat Thornton, Delores Wilcox, Russell
Zanardi and all parishioners who are ill. (Please let the
office know when you would like your name removed from
the prayers for the sick).

Weddings Congratulations to-our Newlyweds
Lawrence Aquitania
&
Thay Som
“Two- shall become one

DIOCESAN PRIEST RETIREMENT COLLECTION
The second collection this week will be for the Diocesan Priest
Retirement Fund. We have changed it from the first Sunday in
September to the second Sunday to accommodate our debt
reduction collection which is always on the first Sunday of the
month. We appreciate your generosity and support.

$3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION

DEST REDUCTION

$300,000.00 DEBT OWED TO DIOCESE
Last week’s contributions: $2,257.00
We have collected $8,909.70 for the third quarter

THE CHURCH OF ST. LEO THE GREAT

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

This Week's Calendar
(Week of September 11 - September 17, 2017

Mon. 6:30pm | Divine Mercy Rectory
Mon. 7:30pm | Parish Council Old Prayer Room
Tue. 7:30pm | Scripture Study Rectory

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU!

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading -- Warn the wicked, trying to turn them from their
ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9).
Psalm -- If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts
(Psalm 95).
Second Reading -- Owe nothing to anyone, except mutual love
(Romans 13:8-10).
Gospel -- If two agree about anything for which they pray, it
shall be granted to them (Matthew 18:15-20).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lection-
ary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Weekly Offering

September 3, 2017 | Year-to-Date Sundays/

Holy Days
Actual $4,099.00 $147,141.87
Goal $5,225.00 $182,875.00
over/(under) ($1,126.00) ($35,733.13)

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contri-
butions.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
In today's Gospel, Jesus encourages us to pray, "l say to you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to
pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father." Jesus
promises something else, too, something vitally important. Pray-
er is a living encounter with Jesus himself: "For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst
of them." Today's readings move us beyond the bare minimum
and open an enormous world to us. We shun the pettiness of
sin not because we fear punishment, but because we want to
love others deeply. We pray to our great God not because we
want to get favors from a divine vending machine, but because
we want to spend time with our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF COLLECTION
The people of the US are responding generously to the materi-
al devastation of Hurricane Harvey though charities, corpora-
tions and individual gifts. Folks in the affected area will need
our help for months to come. Bishop Barber has asked parish-
es of the Oakland Diocese to take up a special collection to
express our concrete support to our brothers and sisters victim-
ized by this tragedy. Here at St. Leo the Great, we will have a
special second collection on the weekend of September 16/17.
Contributions from all parishes will be sent to our diocesan
office where a single check will be forwarded to Catholic Chari-
ties USA. For this collection, the basket will be passed a sec-
ond time. Please be generous in your giving, thank you.

LIVING STEWARDSHIP
G@“ﬁ’lﬁ” Stewards of the Church. Stewards of God's gifts are
"‘E%«‘érk not passive beneficiaries. We cooperate with God in
our own redemption and in the redemption of others.

Proclaiming and teaching, serving and sanctifying. It is the per-

sonal responsibility of each one of us as stewards of the

Church. All members of the Church have their own roles to play

in carrying out its mission:

e Parents, who nurture their children in the light of faith;

e Parishioners, who work in concrete ways to make their
parishes true communities of faith and vibrant sources of
service to the larger community;

e All Catholics, who give generous support—time, money,
prayers, and personal service according to their circum-
stances—to parish and diocesan programs and to the uni-
versal Church. Copyright: www.uscch.org




23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Church of St. Leo the Great
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
“Frequently, only silence can express my prayer. However,
this Divine Guest of the tabernacle understands all, even the
silence of a child’s soul filled with gratitude. When | am before
the tabernacle, | can say only one thing to Our Lord: ‘My God,
you know that | love you’ and | feel my prayer does not tire
Jesus.” St Therese of Lisieux. The next Eucharistic Adoration
will be on Monday, September 25 at 6:30pm.

SCHOOL NEWS
The First Holy Communion preparation class started on Tues-
day, September 5, at the school. It well be held each Tuesday
from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. The classes in grades kindergarten
through eighth will attend the 12:10pm Mass once a month this
school year, as we have done in the past couple of years. The
second and fifth grades attended last week.
Work on the school’s curriculum is underway. The fourth grad-
ers are studying the parts of the Mass in religion class and
multiplication in math class. The middle school students are all
focusing on geography in social studies. The current science
topic for the fifth graders is vertebrates and invertebrates. Sort-
ing and classifying data is the math topic capturing the atten-

ANGELS SURROUND US
My angel, you pray always. When | cannot pray, you allow me
to rest in the eternal praise of God which you sing with your
brethren. There | can hide among you and participate in your
song, simply by saying "yes" to your invitation. Yes! "Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts..."

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION

% The St Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Women'’s Center is in
dire need of “gently” worn young children’s clothes of
all sizes for both girls and boys. This has become one
of the most important and growing needs for our poor
Oakland neighbor families. Please check your closets and
drawers for any items like this and bring them either to the rec-
tory or the St. Vincent box in the vestibule of the church. Any
thing you donate will be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

tion of the second graders.

MESSAGE FROM FR. JOSEPH
Dear Parishioners:
| have some very good news to share with you. Recently, we
were able to sell a property owned by the parish. The net
amount to the parish has permitted us to pay our loan to the
Diocese down from $725,959.68 to $300,000. In addition, the
Finance Council has agreed to keep additional funds at the par-
ish for now in order to finance long deferred maintenance pro-
jects. | am grateful to Council members Marilynne Homitz,
Chandra Miller, Angie Minor and Jim Nemechek for their en-
couragement and support, and particularly to Kevin Kennedy for
handling all aspects of the sale. Members of the Finance Coun-
cil welcome your input and concerns.
Blessings,
Fr. Joseph

NEW BIBLE STUDY GROUP FORMING
If you would like to have a deeper relationship with God and
a better understanding of your
faith, then join us for Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an 8-
week Bible study program . You
will not only benefit personally from being part of this study; you
will also help to bring about a profound renewal
in our parish as we grow closer to Christ. St. Leo's is collecting
sign-ups from those interested. We'll pick a schedule for the
Bible study that works for the group. For more information or to
sign up, contact Wella Lasola at wlasola@gmail.com

~Thi s@WeEekhst Day A

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY
CROSS

1 Thursday, September 14
This Feast celebrates three historical events: the
finding of the True Cross by Saint Helena, the
mother of the emperor Constantine; the dedica-
tion of churches built by Constantine on the site of the Holy
Sepulchre and Mount Calvary; and the restoration of the True
Cross to Jerusalem by the emperor Heraclius Il. But in a deep-
er sense, the feast also celebrates the Holy Cross as the in-
strument of our salvation. This instrument of torture, designed
to degrade the worst of criminals, became the life-giving tree
that reversed Adam's Original Sin when he ate from the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden. Copy-

right: www.thoughtco.com.
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LUAU AND AUCTION AT SAN DAMIANO

Sunday, September 17, 4:00 pm — 9:00 pm
Join San Damiano Retreat Center for their 2017
Fall Auction and dinner. Cost per person is $75. Register
online at SanDamiano.org. San Damiano Retreat Center, 710
Highland Dr., Danville

——
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THANKSGIVING MASS FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS
Saturday, September 30, 10:00am

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ would like to celebrate and honor
all individuals involved in healthcare with a multicultural
Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers. We will pray for
and with you, asking God’s blessings upon you for your great
dedication and generosity as you work with those who are ill or
hurting. We encourage you to invite any healthcare providers
you know in the Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to join. A
catered reception in the Cathedral Event Center will follow. To
watch Bishop Barber’s video invitation and to RSVP please go
to oakdiocese.org/BlessingHealers to we can plan accordingly.

GOLDEN GATE BOYS CHOIR AND BELLRINGERS FALL
2017 PROGRAM

The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers celebrates 30
years of music making and voice training for bay area
youth! Fall membership is open for new boy singers ages 6 to
12 with unchanged voices. No experience necessary. Weekly
regular rehearsals are held in 3 locations- San Francisco
(Mondays, Saint Vincent de Paul Parish Hall, 3:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m.), Oakland (Wednesdays, St. Margaret Mary Parish Hall
(4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.) or Hayward (Thursdays All Saints
School Auditorium, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.). For information,
view the GGBC web page at www.ggbc.org, or call and leave a
message at (510-887- 4311). You are invited to meet Bay Area
GGBC boys and their families and learn more about the choir
at Singer Saturday at St Vincent De Paul in San Francisco on
September 9th at 1:30 pm.

RETREATS

EL RETIRO SAN INIGO, JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
Retreat Schedule 2017/2018
The Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos now has their retreat
schedule available for 2017/18. For more information please
visit their website: http://www.jrclosaltos.org/retreats. El Retiro
San Inigo, Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos, 300 Manresa
Way, Los Altos, CA 94022. Phone: (650) 917-4000.




