Church of St. Leo The Great
Roman Catholic Church

Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway
MASS SCHEDULE

Monday through Friday: 12:10pm
Saturday: 8:00am
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese

PARISH OFFICE

176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm
Phone 510-654-6177
Fax: 510-654-4203
Email: stleo@pacbell.net
Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon
Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper
Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance
Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary

IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Peter Okafor
Rev. Bento Tamang

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT
SACRAMENTS

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment.
Baptisms:
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM.
Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM.
Please register at least 1 month ahead.
Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead.
For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation:
please call the parish office.

Sonya Simril, School Principal
4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Phone: 510-654-7828
Fax: 510-654-5314
www.stleothegreat.org

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the
weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net

~OUR PARISH MISSION~

As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven.
OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our
parish
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection
basket or mail it to the rectory.
Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
Phone Day ______________ Eve _______________
City ____________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail Address ___________________________________

New Parishioner
Change of Information
Moving: Remove from list
Please call me - best time _________________________
I would like to serve as ___________________________
________________________________________________
Please expedite registration because ________________
________________________________________________
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The Church of St. Leo the Great

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 20, 2017

(Week of August 21 - August 27, 2017)
Monday
12:10pm
Victoria Viteri, birthday
Tuesday
12:10pm
Intentions of Linda Mignano
Wednesday
12:10pm
Benefactors of St. Leo’s
Thursday
12:10pm
Paul H. Hsue+
Friday
12:10pm
Marta Ilka, birthday
Saturday
8:00am
5:00pm
Parishioners of St. Leo’s
Sunday
8:30am
Jeanne Mary Cabral+
11:00am
For the souls of Eustaquio+
Inocencia+, Romeo+ & Warly+
Lastrella
If you know someone who has died recently and you would like
a Mass said for them, if you have an anniversary you would
like remembered, or you just wish for someone to be prayed
for at a Mass, please call St. Leo’s Parish Office, (510) 6546177 to arrange to have a Mass said. (One name or family per
Mass Intention).
In the charity of your prayers, please remember:
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Virginia Bianchini,
Carmen Cervantes, Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly,
Glenda Corey, Stephany Cross, Juanita Estrellas,
Clifford Franco, Rita Ferretti, Ernestine Gerlach,
Donald Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann and
Maria Koci, Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton, Barbara and
Leland Maes, Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin,
Kitty Nemechek, Fr. Tom Ng, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane
Renoir, Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Maria Salinas,
Herbert Seidel, Delores Wilcox, Russell Zanardi and all
parishioners who are ill.
(Please let the office know when you would like your name
removed from the prayers for the sick).
A good prayer, though often used, is still fresh and fair in the
eyes and ears of heaven. Thomas Fuller
$3,348,422.01: Total Cost of Renovation

DEBT REDUCTION

$725,959.68 Debt Owed to Diocese
Last week’s contributions: $222.00
We have collected $4,462.00 for the third quarter

August 13, 2017

Year-to-Date Sundays/
Holy Days

Actual

$3,838.00

$135,864.87

Goal

$5,225.00

$167,200.00

($1,387.00)

($31,335.13)

over/(under)

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contributions.

August 20, 2017

This Week's Calendar
(Week of August 21 - August 27, 2017
Mon.

6:30pm Divine Mercy

Rectory

Tue.

7:30pm Scripture Study

Rectory

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU!
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading -- Thus says the LORD: "Stand firm in justice; do
what is right" (Isaiah 56:1, 6-7).
Psalm -- O God, let all the nations praise you! (Psalm 67).
Second Reading -- The gifts and the calling of God are unable
to be revoked (Romans 11:13-15, 29-32).
Gospel -- Jesus told the Canaanite woman of great faith, "It
shall be done as you wish" (Matthew 15:21-28).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
MISSION COOPERATIVE APPEAL
Rev. Johny Manickathan, A.V.C., (India)
Next weekend, at the 5:00pm Saturday Mass and the 8:30am
and 11:00am Sunday Masses, Fr. Johny Manickathan, will be
joining us to share information about his work in the Vincentian
Congregation, India. Every year, during the summer, the Diocese invites parishioners’ support for the Church beyond our
country’s borders through the Missionary Cooperative Plan.
Missionaries throughout the world come to our Diocese to
share their stories and invite us to participate with our prayer
and our financial aid. Envelopes for your generous donations
are available in the pews and on the table in the vestibule.
“Some give by going on Missions;
Others go by giving to the Missions;
Without both there are no Missions.”
COMPANIONS IN IGNATIAN SERVICE AND SPIRITUALITY
Companions in Ignatian Service and Spirituality is a program
that engages men and women over 50 who have a desire to
serve the marginalized in our communities while deepening their
own spiritual development. It is a work of the Jesuits of the California Province of the Society of Jesus. The 10-month program
is based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and runs from
September to June each year. To learn more about the program, contact Marco Matute at Marco@SaintAgnesSF.com or
call (415) 487-8560 ext. 224, OR Paul Loh, East Bay Co-Chair,
at (510) 384-4576, www.IgnatianSpiritualLifeCenter.org/ignatian
-companions.html.
LIVING STEWARDSHIP
Stewards of Creation. The Bible contains a profound message about the stewardship of material
creation: God created the world, but entrusts it to
human beings. Caring for and cultivating the world
involves the following:
•Joyful appreciation for the God-given beauty and wonder of
nature;
•Protection and preservation of the environment;
•Respect for human life; and
•Development of this world through noble human effort.
The Second Vatican Council points out that, through work, we
build up not only our world but the Kingdom of God, already
present among us. Work is a partnership with God—our share
in a divine human collaboration in creation. It occupies a central place in our lives as Christian stewards. Copyright:
www.usccb.org
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SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT
During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we run a faith
enrichment information series on the Scripture readings for each particular Sunday. Our hope is to increase your
appreciation of the Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings and, perhaps, to whet your appetite for further
scripture study in our groups that meet on Tuesdays or on the first Thursday of each month or any other of
our Faith Formation programs that will begin again this fall.
"Let all the nations praise you!" (Psalm 67:4) today's psalm response exclaims. In the psalms and other
Hebrew scriptures, this kind of invocation is actually an invitation to God to act, to intervene in human lives
in a manner that will cause everyone--not just the Chosen People--to give praise. Stated a bit more strongly, it is something of a "put up or shut up" challenge to God, the sort of strong statement the psalmists of
Israel, trusting in their intimate and loving relationship with God, were not afraid to make. The Gospel has
its own exclamation, announcing the appearance of the Canaanite woman with "Behold!" (Matthew 15:22)
"Behold!" is a scriptural flag that tells us that God is about to act or announce something through an individual or a situation. In the case of Jesus, God was going to act through this woman, whom nobody among
Jesus' followers would have believed to be an agent of the divine will. Like the psalmists, we might passively inform or perhaps even
actively challenge God to do something so that everyone will come to belief, but God will always turn the tables on us. It becomes
our calling, our duty (as it was for Jesus) to behold the situations and persons of our daily lives so that God can act through us, so
the Kingdom can be announced through our living. Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
TO THE GOD WHO SURRENDERS
In the Incarnation, you fall into the embrace of our humanity --Surrendered to us. In the Crucifixion, you embrace the consequences of our sins --- Surrendered to us. In the Eucharist, you
await us to attend you --- Surrendered to us. Humble
God! You find joy in this surrender, and long for us to join you
in this joy. Lead us, Lord God of Hosts, into this intimacy of
surrender. I am yours.
AROUND THE DIOCESE
ST. AGNES 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Sunday, August 27, 10:45 am – 4:00 pm
The celebration begins with 10:45 am mass. A BBQ
lunch follows. Tickets are $20 for ages 11 and older
(this ticket also includes a FREE child's ticket) and $10 for any
additional child's ticket. Meal includes one soda (or water) with
dessert. St. Agnes School, 3886 Chestnut Ave., Concord.
RSVP by August 25. Tickets can be be purchased at school
and church office and online, http://
stagnesconcord.schoolauction.net/50thanniversary.
NEW CHOIR AT THE CATHEDRAL
The St. Hildegard Schola is a new ensemble at the Cathedral
for women and girls age ten and up. They sing on Saturdays at
the 5:30 pm Vigil Mass and for several other liturgical celebrations throughout the year. To schedule an audition, please contact the Cathedral Director of Music Dr. Rudy de Vos, rdevos@oakdiocese.org.
~This Week’s Feast Day~
St. Bartholomew, Apostle
Thursday, August 24
In St. John's Gospel, Bartholomew is known by
the name Nathaniel. He hailed from Cana in
Galilee, and was one of the first disciples called
by the Lord. On that initial meeting Jesus uttered: "Behold, an Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile!"
After the Resurrection he was favored by becoming one of the
few apostles who witnessed the appearance of the risen Savior
on the sea of Galilee (John 21:2). Following the Ascension he
is said to have preached in Greater Armenia and to have been
martyred there. While still alive, his skin was torn from his
body. The Armenians honor him as the apostle of their nation.
Concerning the fate of his relics, the Martyrology says: "His
holy body was first taken to the island of Lipari (north of Sicily),
then to Benevento, and finally to Rome on an island in the Tiber where it is honored by the faithful with pious devotion."
Copyright, text: www.catholicculture.org, image: https://
passionistnuns.org.

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Why is Jesus being so difficult with the Canaanite woman? At
first he seems to be putting her off. He does this not to discourage her, but to draw a response of faith. He wants to see how
persistent she is in her request. We can tell ourselves that we
are people of faith, but how easily are we discouraged? Do we
think God has forgotten us when we experience trouble? The
woman's clever reply to Jesus reminds us that she trusted in
Jesus' power and willingness to help. She refused to give up
and stop asking. Jesus was also teaching his disciples that
faith is more important than nationality. Long after Jesus' resurrection, the church struggled with the question of non-Jewish
believers. Today, we may be doing the same thing in reverse.
Some people think that only Catholics can be saved and that
there is no hope for Protestants, much less for Jews. But
though some rejected Jesus, God never rejected the Jews.
Finally, Jesus responded to her persistence. He shows us that
we can keep praying till we get an answer to our prayer. The
more time we spend in prayer, the more likely we are to listen
to God's answer. Prayer can help us come to the peaceful acceptance that God only does what is best for us. Tom Schmidt,
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
FAITH FORMATION, SACRAMENT REGISTRATIONS.
First Communion or Confirmation Through August 31, 2017.
Through August 31, 2017. Form is available in the Rectory Office or in St Leo’s Vestibule. Register and make payment in the
Rectory Office. Documents: Please bring a copy of your child’s
baptism certificate when you come to register. Orientation is
mandatory. Please refer to the dates in the Registration Form.
RCIA
The Journey of Faith begins with your questions.
•
What is faith? What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions?
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a ministry to
adults who are interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith. Our RCIA program addresses the conversion needs of:
•
Adults who have never been baptized;
•
Adults who have been baptized in another Christian tradition; and
•
Adults who were baptized Catholic but have had no instruction in the faith or have not received the Sacraments
of First Eucharist and/or Confirmation.
RCIA is about growth in faith and growth in a relationship with
God. Please contact: Deacon Dac Cao - daccao1@yahoo.com
or Wella Lasola - wlasola@gmail.com

