Church of St. Leo The Great
Roman Catholic Church

Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway
MASS SCHEDULE

Monday through Friday: 12:10pm
Saturday: 8:00am
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese

PARISH OFFICE

176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm
Phone 510-654-6177
Fax: 510-654-4203
Email: stleo@pacbell.net
Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon
Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper
Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance
Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary

IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Peter Okafor
Rev. Bento Tamang

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT
SACRAMENTS

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment.
Baptisms:
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM.
Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM.
Please register at least 1 month ahead.
Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead.
For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation:
please call the parish office.

Sonya Simril, School Principal
4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Phone: 510-654-7828
Fax: 510-654-5314
www.stleothegreat.org

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the
weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net

~OUR PARISH MISSION~

As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven.
OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our
parish
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection
basket or mail it to the rectory.
Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
Phone Day ______________ Eve _______________
City ____________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail Address ___________________________________

New Parishioner
Change of Information
Moving: Remove from list
Please call me - best time _________________________
I would like to serve as ___________________________
________________________________________________
Please expedite registration because ________________
________________________________________________
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The Church of St. Leo the Great

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 3, 2017

(Week of September 4 - September 10, 2017)
Monday
12:10pm
Michael Stone
Tuesday
12:10pm
Lulu Cedeno
Wednesday
12:10pm
Benefactors of St. Leo’s
Thursday
12:10pm
Souls in Purgatory†
Friday
12:10pm
Anselmo†, Norma† &
Resurreccion† Morante
Saturday
8:00am
5:00pm
Michael Stone
Sunday
8:30am
Michael Stone
11:00am
Tad Nelson, birthday
In the charity of your prayers, please remember:
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Virginia Bianchini,
Carmen Cervantes, Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly,
Glenda Corey, Stephany Cross, Juanita Estrellas,
Clifford Franco, Rita Ferretti, Ernestine Gerlach,
Donald Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann
and Maria Koci, Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton, Barbara and
Leland Maes, Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin, Kitty Nemechek, Fr. Tom Ng, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane Renoir,
Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Maria Salinas, Herbert Seidel,
Mary Pat Thornton, Delores Wilcox, Russell Zanardi and all
parishioners who are ill. (Please let the office know when
you would like your name removed from the prayers for the
sick).
MONTHLY HOSPITALITY
Hospitality will be held after all masses this weekend, a nice
way to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries.
Congratulations to our Newlyweds
Joshua Brandon Stephens
&
Anh-Dao Le
“Two shall become one “
$3,348,422.01: Total Cost of Renovation

DEBT REDUCTION

$725,959.68 Debt Owed to Diocese
Last week’s contributions: $100:00
We have collected $6,652.70.00 for the third quarter

August 27, 2017

Year-to-Date Sundays/
Holy Days

Actual

$3,003.50

$143,042.87

Goal

$5,225.00

$177,650.00

($2,222.50)

($34,607.13)

over/(under)

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contributions.

September 3, 2017

This Week's Calendar
(Week of September 4 - September 10, 2017
Mon.

All Day Labor Day

Office Closed

Mon.

6:30pm Divine Mercy

Rectory

Tue.

7:30pm Scripture Study

Rectory

Thu.

12:45pm Scripture Study

Rectory

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU!
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading -- The name of the LORD has become like fire
burning in Jeremiah's heart (Jeremiah 20:7-9).
Psalm -- My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God (Psalm
63).
Second Reading -- Be transformed; renew your mind; discern
what is good (Romans 12:1-2).
Gospel -- Those who lose their lives for Jesus' sake will find
them (Matthew 16:21-27).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Christian churches sometimes advertise that they are a contemporary, casual church. One thing that concerns me is that they
do not add "challenging" to that description. Some people try to
teach that since Jesus is risen from the dead, we should also be
able to live that way--rejoicing, but never sorrowing. But if we
preach resurrection without the cross, we are acting like Peter in
the Gospel. Peter had just proclaimed that Jesus was the Messiah, but he failed to understand that Jesus' mission was not to
bring wealth and glory to Israel. Like Satan's temptations in the
desert, he wanted Jesus to take the easy way to glory. Instead,
Jesus challenges us to deny ourselves. As long as we center
our lives on our own pleasure and comfort, we are rejecting the
cross. To deny oneself means to choose God's will over our
own. It means to be willing to suffer for being honest. It means
giving God the first place in our lives. It means we get more joy
from serving others than serving ourselves. That is one reason I
like the image of God as father. Parents will lose much of their
freedom--and much sleep--when they bring a child into the
world. But they find a new joy in the eyes of that child. We are
all called to lose our selfish lives and find the joy of living for
Jesus. Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
DEBT REDUCTION
This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the
basket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program.
Thank you for your responsible generosity
DIOCESAN PRIEST RETIREMENT COLLECTION
The second collection next week will be for the Diocesan
Priest Retirement Fund. We have changed it from the first Sunday in September to the second Sunday to accommodate our
debt reduction collection which is always on the first Sunday of
the month. This is an important collection which allows Catholics to express gratitude and support of our retired clergy. We
appreciate your generosity and support.
LIVING STEWARDSHIP
“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to
give. We can give time, we can give our expertise,
we can give our love or simply give a smile. What
does that cost? The point is, none of us can ever run out of
something worthwhile to give.” Steve Goodier

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Church of St. Leo the Great

AROUND THE DIOCESE
7 WELLS COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR
Sylvester Greenwood Academy, Richmond
Saturday, September 9, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm
Join Catholic Charities of the East Bay for the 7 Wells Community Health and Wellness Fair. This free event includes
health screenings, a resource fair, Zumba classes, wellness
workshops, food trucks, and activities for kids! Sylvester
Greenwood Academy, 831 Chanslor Ave., Richmond. Contact:
Ivan Villaseñor Madriz ivillasenormadriz@cceb.org.
LUAU AND AUCTION AT SAN DAMIANO
Sunday, September 17, 4:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Join San Damiano Retreat Center for their 2017 Fall Auction
and dinner. Cost per person is $75. Register online at
SanDamiano.org. San Damiano Retreat Center, 710 Highland
Dr., Danville
THANKSGIVING MASS FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS
Saturday, September 30, 10:00am
Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ would like to celebrate and honor
all individuals involved in healthcare with a multicultural
Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers. We will pray for
you and with you, asking God’s blessings upon you for your
great dedication and generosity as you work with those who
are ill or hurting. We encourage you to invite any healthcare
providers you know in the Alameda and Contra Costa Counties
to join. A catered reception in the Cathedral Event Center will
follow. To watch Bishop Barber’s video invitation and to RSVP
please go to oakdiocese.org/BlessingHealers to help us plan
accordingly.
JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cashier—The Cathedral Shop
The primary function of this position is sales and customer service. The position includes duties such as cash handling, customer service, merchandising and miscellaneous clerical duties. Retail experience preferred. This is a part-time, hourly
position (8-12 hours per week) with fulltime potential. The Cathedral shop is staffed from 9:30 am – 4:30 pm daily. If interested, please contact Michele Angeli Zaugg
giftshop@ctlcathedral.org.
GOLDEN GATE BOYS CHOIR AND BELLRINGERS FALL
2017 PROGRAM
The Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bellringers celebrates 30
years of music making and voice training for bay area
youth! Fall membership is open for new boy singers ages 6 to
12 with unchanged voices. No experience necessary. Weekly
regular rehearsals are held in 3 locations- San Francisco
(Mondays, Saint Vincent de Paul Parish Hall, 3:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m.), Oakland (Wednesdays, St. Margaret Mary Parish Hall
(4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.) or Hayward (Thursdays All Saints
School Auditorium, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.). For information,
view the GGBC web page at www.ggbc.org, or call and leave a
message at (510-887- 4311). You are invited to meet Bay Area
GGBC boys and their families and learn more about the choir
at Singer Saturday at St Vincent De Paul in San Francisco on
September 9th at 1:30 pm.
EL RETIRO SAN INIGO, JESUIT RETREAT CENTER
Retreat Schedule 2017/2018
The Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos now has their retreat
schedule available for 2017/18. For more information please
visit their website: http://www.jrclosaltos.org/retreats. El Retiro
San Inigo, Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos, 300 Manresa
Way, Los Altos, CA 94022. Phone: (650) 917-4000.
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ANGELS SURROUND US
Greeting, good angels! Today's gospel tells us you shall accompany the Risen Lord when he returns. And you were with him
throughout his life: you announced him to his mother and to his
people, comforted him in the desert, accompanied him on every
step of his journey, and are with him still. Thank you. And he has
given you to us, to be our companions as well. Lord, we receive
this gift gladly!
SCHOOL NEWS
The students returned to school on August 17 and on August 24
the school held its annual Back to School Night. Mrs. Simril addressed the parents about how to help their students have a
successful year and then the teachers met with them in the
classrooms. On the following evening the school held the Welcome Back BBQ which was a success. We have many new
students at the school this year so the Welcome Prayer Service,
held on August 30, gave us a chance to let the newcomers
know we are glad to have them in the St. Leo family.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED
During this past year, we have lost five or more liturgical ministers, having permanently moved outside the Bay Area. At currently we do not have enough liturgical ministers to fulfill our
needs at every liturgy. Liturgical ministers serve the community
during the Eucharistic Liturgy, the Mass, and training is provided. If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte, a Eucharistic
Minister, or a Lector, please contact the parish office at (510)
654-6177.
~This Week’s Feast Day~
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday, September 8
The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at
least the sixth century. A September birth was
chosen because the Eastern Church begins its
Church year with September. The September 8 date helped
determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception
on December 8. Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s
birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills
in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does reflect
the development of Christian piety. According to this account,
Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child that will advance God’s plan of
salvation for the world. Such a story, like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life from
the beginning. Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in
the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom
bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the
nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” Copyright:
https://www.franciscanmedia.org.
Calling All Women!
Magnificat SOTI, Prayer Breadfast
September 16, 2017, 9:30-12:30
Magnificat SOTI invite all to join them at a Prayer
Breakfast on September 16, 2017 9:30-12:30.
Please join us in welcoming our speaker, author
Annette Baber! Annette was born and raised into a Jewish Orthodox family. She committed her life to Christ 48 years ago
after a life shattering crisis leads her to cry out for salvation!
She begged the Father to save her family and amid many miracles, one by one her family members turned their lives over to
Christ. Men are always welcome to attend! Crowne Plaza, 45
John Glenn Drive, Concord, CA. Tickets are $33/$40 after Sept.
9th. Go to www.magnificat-ministry.net for more information
about our guest and tickets or call Jennifer at (503) 709-8449 for
reservations.

