Church of St. Leo The Great
Roman Catholic Church

Piedmont Avenue at Ridgeway
MASS SCHEDULE

Monday through Friday: 12:10pm
Saturday: 8:00am
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am, 12:30pm Chinese

PARISH OFFICE

176 Ridgeway Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611
Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:30am - 2:30pm
Phone 510-654-6177
Fax: 510-654-4203
Email: stleo@pacbell.net
Website: www.churchofstleothegreat.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Joseph T. Nguyen, Parochial Administrator
Dac Cao, Permanent Deacon
Donna Schmitt, Parish Council President
Marilynne Homitz, Finance Council Chair
Antonette Pilotti, Bookkeeper
Juan Carlos Andrade, Maintenance
Judith Sumida, Parish Secretary

IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Peter Okafor
Rev. Bento Tamang

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT
SACRAMENTS

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30PM and by appointment.
Baptisms:
1st Saturday of the month at 10:00AM.
Baptism Preparation: 1st Sunday of the month at 12:30PM.
Please register at least 1 month ahead.
Matrimony: Please call the office at least six months ahead.
For Anointing of the Sick, Funerals and Faith Formation:
please call the parish office.

Sonya Simril, School Principal
4238 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Phone: 510-654-7828
Fax: 510-654-5314
www.stleothegreat.org

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

4592 Howe St., Oakland, CA 94611
Please note: Announcements for the Bulletin are due in the
parish office by 5:00pm on Thursday one week prior to the
weekend’s bulletin. Email announcements to stleo@pacbell.net

~OUR PARISH MISSION~

As a worshipping Roman Catholic parish family, the community of Saint Leo the Great seeks to encourage the active
practice of Christ-like love by each of us. By sharing our God-given talents and resources, we aim to respond to the
needs and concerns of our members while striving to establish God’s reign of love on earth as it is in heaven.
OUR WARMEST WELCOME to all who worship with our
parish
community, whether long time residents or new arrivals. If you are
not registered, please fill out this form and put it in the collection
basket or mail it to the rectory.
Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
Phone Day ______________ Eve _______________
City ____________________________ Zip ___________
E-mail Address ___________________________________

New Parishioner
Change of Information
Moving: Remove from list
Please call me - best time _________________________
I would like to serve as: Lector Acolyte Eucharistic
Minister Usher Choir Member
Please expedite registration because ________________
________________________________________________
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The Church of St. Leo the Great

First Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017

This Week's Calendar
(Week of December 4 - December 10, 2017

(Week of December 4 - December 10, 2017)
Monday
12:10pm
For the USA
Tuesday
12:10pm
For World Leaders
Wednesday
12:10pm
Charlotte Mayo†
Thursday
12:10pm
Anthony Bliss†
Friday
7:00am
Matilde De Estrada†
12:10pm
Peter, Antonette & Angela
Pilotti
7:30pm
For the Benefactors of St.Leo’s
Saturday
8:00am
5:00pm
Anthony Bliss†
Sunday
8:30am
11:00am
Rodney Rivera†
The Mass Intention Book for 2018 is o p e n . Submit
your request to Judith at the parish office.
In the charity of your prayers, please remember:
Carol Adam, Leticia Becerril, Carmen Cervantes,
Jim Colby, Joseph Connolly, Glenda Corey, Stephany Cross, Lois Dyer, Juanita Estrellas, Clifford
Franco, Janne Fujimoto, Rita Ferretti, Ernestine Gerlach,
Daniel Hagerty, Donald Hatchett, Wendy Jose, Anthony Koci, Ann and Maria Koci, Herminia Koneff, Rita Litton, Barbara and Leland Maes, Karla Moran McFadden, Tom McLoughlin, Kitty Nemechek, Fr. Tom Ng, Fr. Hank Ormond, Jane
Renoir, Juanita Reyes, Stephen Ricci, Joel Rivera, Maria
Salinas, Herbert Seidel, Mary Pat Thornton, Delores Wilcox,
Janie Wilson, Russell Zanardi and all parishioners who are
ill. (Please let the office know when you would like your
name removed from the prayers for the sick).
DEBT REDUCTION
This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the basket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. Thank
you for your responsible generosity.
MONTHLY HOSPITALITY
Hospitality will be held after all masses this weekend, a nice
way to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries.
$3,348,422.01: Total Cost of Renovation

DEBT REDUCTION

$296,210.43 Debt Owed to Diocese
Last week’s contributions: $650.00
We have collected $5,149.00 for the fourth quarter

November 19, 23 &
26, 2017
Actual
Goal
over/(under)

December 3, 2017

Year-to-Date Sundays/
Holy Days

$9,743.00

$199,416.37

$10,450.00

$245,575.00

($707.00)

($46,158.63)

Actuals represent plate collections as well as EFT contributions.

Mon.

6:30pm Divine Mercy

Rectory

Tue.

7:30pm Scripture Study

Rectory

Thu.

12:45pm Scripture Study

Rectory

Fri.

7:00am, Immaculate Conception
12:10pm, of the Blessed Virgin
& 7:30pm Mary

Church

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES
BEFORE THE MASS BEGINS. THANK YOU!
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading -- We are the clay and you, O LORD, are the potter: we are the work of your hands (Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:27).
Psalm -- Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we
shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading -- God is faithful; by God you were called to
fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 1:3-9).
Gospel -- Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time
will come. (Mark 13:33-37). The English translation of the Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.
~FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION~
Friday, December 8
During Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the
birth of Christ at Christmas, we also celebrate
one of the great feasts of the Catholic Church.
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is
not only a celebration of the Blessed Virgin
Mary but a foretaste of our own redemption. It is a Holy Day
of Obligation and the patronal feast of the United States. Masses will be held at 7:00am, 12:00pm and 7:30pm.
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Next weekend, give thanks for religious. A parishioner writes,
“ we thank God today and every day for every religious sister
who taught us in school, not only our ABCs, but also to love
God.” Share your gratitude for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who made a positive difference
in so many lives. Please give generously to next week’s collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Envelopes can be
found on the rails and in your seats. Please place your envelopes in the second passing of the basket.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION
The last St. Vincent de Paul collection was just over
$600. That helped a single mother with three small children get mattresses for her little girls. How lucky most
of us are that we don’t have to worry about getting a
good night’s sleep! Another thing we did over the last several
months was to help some needy families with twenty-six boxes
of food. We could not do all this without the generosity and help
of you, the parishioners of St. Leo’s. Our many, many thanks.
THOUGHTFUL GIVING
The IRA Charitable Rollover is now permanent! If
you’re 70-1/2 or older and have an IRA, you’re required to take annual minimum distributions (RMDs).
You can now roll over your RMD directly to the parish without
having to include it in your gross income for federal tax purposes. Consult your professional advisor about the benefits of this
method of thoughtful giving. You may also contact the parish
office for information.

1st Sunday of Advent

Church of St. Leo the Great

AROUND THE DIOCESE
YOUNG ADULTS CHRISTMAS DANCE
St. Augustine, Pleasanton
Saturday, December 2, 7:00 pm – 11:00 pm
Tri-valley young adults welcoming all Young Adult
Catholics to its second Christmas Dance. Last
year was a big success! This year we hope to see you all again
for one joyful night of fun! Suggested donation is $10, and proceeds will be given to Claire's House, a home of love, hope
and healing for exploited children in the Bay Area. Refreshments will be provided. Attire is semiformal. St. Augustine,
3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton trivalleyyam@gmail.com
YoungAdultChristmasDance.eventbrite.com
BISHOP’S VINEYARD TASTING AT THE
CATHEDRAL SHOP
Thursday, December 14, 3:30 pm – 6:30 pm
Join us at The Cathedral Shop for a tasting of the 2017 Bishop’s Vineyard wine selections. Whether you're shopping for
gifts or looking for Christmas dinner pairings, Bishop's Vineyard
wine is a great choice for the holiday season. Orders made
during the tasting will be available for pick up in The Cathedral
Shop in time for Christmas. The Cathedral Shop, Plaza Level,
2121 Harrison St., Oakland.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Beginning in Advent and continuing through the Christmas
Season, we will use the Apostles’ Creed instead of the Nicene
Creed for Sundays and Holy Days. Both of the Creeds are
acceptable for Masses. The Apostles’ Creed reminds us of our
Baptismal promises. Find it on page 85 of the missalette.
CHOIR DIRECTOR AND ACCOMPANIST
After 19 years of working at St. Leo’s, as a Choir Director and
Accompanist, Agatha Lee will be leaving St. Leo’s on January
14, 2018, to pursue her career elsewhere. We offer our congratulations and warmest wishes to Agatha and her family in
their new life.
PART-TIME CHOIR DIRECTOR/ACCOMPANIST –
St. Leo the Great Parish, Oakland
St. Leo the Great is seeking a qualified individual as a part-time
Choir Director/Accompanist. The Choir Director will coordinate
the choir and music selections and lead the choir and congregation for the 11:00AM Sunday Liturgy and other principal liturgies of the year (Christmas, Holy Week, Holy Days, twice yearly Penance Services, etc.). This will include the following:
·
research, planning, rehearsal and performance
·
direct the choir and congregations for principal parish
liturgies
·
cultivate and develop musical talent in the parish
·
oversee the maintenance of music library and supplies.
The Choir Director works collegially with the parish staff, the
choir and with other resource people in the development of
music for parish worship at the principal liturgies.
The position of Choir Director requires a background in music
performance, keyboard accompaniment, solo singing and congregational and choir direction. Knowledge of the Roman Catholic liturgy and of resources in liturgical music is essential.
The Position of Accompanist requires knowledge of the Roman
Catholic liturgy and proficiency on both a piano and an organ.
Also required is the ability to work cooperatively with staff and
parishioners. The disposition to work pleasantly with people
and to encourage their faith through participation in the liturgies
of a parish community are very important.
This is a part-time position and does not include benefits. Interested applicants should send a letter of intent along with a
resume to Fr. Joseph Nguyen, at stleo@pacbell.net
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ADVENT JOURNEY RETREAT 2017
“Letting Our Lights Shine”
Ending with the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesday December 5th 6:30pm – 8:00pm
St. Leo the Great Parish invites you to attend our Advent Journey Retreat 2017, “Letting Our Lights Shine”.
•
Are you ready for the ways of the Lord?
•
Explore the season of hope
•
A time for restoration and transformation
•
Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Retreat presented by Deacon Dac Cao, and ending with the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
THE SEASON OF ADVENT
The Season of Advent begins on the Sunday after
Thanksgiving Day. Advent has always been a special time of preparation for Christmas. But in our
secular society, the spiritual reality and richness of
the season are easily forgotten. Let us make a real
effort to focus on the holiness of the month of December.
•
Our parish Communal Reconciliation Service will be held
on Tuesday, December 5, immediately following our Advent Retreat (see item above). Come and join our parish
family for a service of prayer and healing.
•
An Advent Wreath at home is a great place to start.
Do all you can to prepare the way of the Lord during Advent.
Then your Christmas will truly be a holy and happy one!
SCHOOL NEWS
Next Sunday, December 10, the school will be hosting its annual BREAKFAST WITH SANTA. The cost for breakfast is
$5 and the breakfast including a photo with Santa is $7. The
hours are 9:00an to 2:00pm. There will also be a Christmas
Boutique featuring a variety of local vendors. Other than the
cost of the breakfast, if desired, there is no admission charge.
The kindergartners have been exploring two dimensional
shapes and word problems using addition. The first graders
recently discussed the Holy Spirit in religion class. The second
graders have moved on to double-digit addition and subtraction
in math and the biological needs of plants in science. The fifth
graders are studying the human body and its cells in science
and Baptism in religion.
JESUS!
WE CALL YOU TO REVEAL YOURSELF IN YOUR NAME!
O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay! ("O antiphon" from Vespers December 19). Jesus, root of all good, come examine my life. How
am I rooted? Look at each part of me that is rooted elsewhere ...
in fear, selfishness, greed (how many places!) ... and transplant
me into your rich soil. Tend me, my Lord. Be my root, my
ground and my gardener, Jesus.
WINGS (Women In God’s Spirit)
WINGS is a faith enhancement group for women: it
encourages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing and community.
We gather on Wednesdays in St. Theresa Event
Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 1, at
9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest speaker and program until 11:15am. Women from local parishes and other denominations are welcome! For a list of speakers and dates, go
to the parish website www.stleothegreat.org and click on the
WINGS logo or see the program on our church bulletin boards.
December 6th: Fr. Aidan McAleenan and JoAnn Evans, St. Columba Catholic Church: African-American Spirituality.
One who aspires to the grace of God must be pure, with a heart
as innocent as a child's. St. Nicholas

