
May the gift of Jesus Christ  
Fill your hearts and homes  

with Joy and Peace   
this Christmas season  

Welcome  
A warm welcome  

to all who have come  
to worship with us this Christmas. 

Christmas presents all of us with the opportunity  
to renew friendships, to celebrate with family  

and to give thanks to our God 
who has blessed us so richly.  

All of the parish staff, councils and committees  
wish you a Blessed Christmas!  

An Invitation   
If you are visiting our church today, know that we are honored by your presence.  Our parish 
serves the needs of the community in many different ways. We offer preparation for 
sacraments, education for adults and children, social activities, assistance to those in difficulty,  
comfort to the homebound and those who mourn a loss. If we can be of service to you, do not 
hesitate to call on us at 654-6177.  
  
           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church of St. Leo The Great 
Roman Catholic Church  –  Ridgeway & Piedmont Avenues 

 Regular Weekend Schedule: Saturday: Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30 - 4:30p.m. Vigil Eucharist - 5:00p.m 
Sunday Eucharist 8:30a.m. and 11:00a.m. 



John 1:1-18 
 
In the beginning was the Word, 
       and the Word was with God, 
       and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, 
       and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be through him was life, 
       and this life was the light of the human 
        race; 
the light shines in the darkness, 
       and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

man named John was sent from God. 
He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He was not the light, but came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  
 
He was in the world, 
       and the world came to be through him, 
       but the world did not know him.  
He came to what was his own, 
       but his own people did not accept him. 

But to those who did accept him he gave 
power to become children of God, to those 
who believe in his name, who were born not 
by natural generation nor by human choice 
nor by a man's decision but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father's only Son, 
full of grace and truth. 
 
John testified to him and cried out, saying, 
"This was he of whom I said, 'The one who is 
coming after me ranks ahead of me because 
he existed before me.'" From his fullness we 
have all received, grace in place of grace, be-
cause while the law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only 
Son, God, who is at the Father's side, has re-
vealed him. 
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Keeping Christ in Every Day: The Gift of the MagiKeeping Christ in Every Day: The Gift of the MagiKeeping Christ in Every Day: The Gift of the MagiKeeping Christ in Every Day: The Gift of the Magi    
 
              Pope Benedict XVI, in the first days of his new pon-
tificate, pledged to reach out to peoples of different Christian 
denominations and other religious traditions. In the story of the 
Magi, we see that reaching out is the very will of God in the 
birth of Jesus. The Magi came from a distant land, they prac-
ticed a different type of religion -- perhaps one based on Baby-
lonian astrology -- than the Jewish faith of Joseph and Mary. 
Yet it was upon them that God shone the light of a star, and 
granted the insight to follow its radiance. 
 
              At most Masses on Christmas Day, we hear the story 
of the angels and shepherds, not the star and Magi. The feast of 
the Magi, Epiphany, will come in a couple of weeks. In a way, 
their journey was more difficult than that of the shepherds. The 
shepherds were nearby, and received a very clear message in 
the song of the angels. It took a bit more trust in the hand of 
God to come a far distance, following the light of a solitary star. 
The gift of the Magi’s confidence can be our example to follow 
the way to Christ, even when the way is long or not easy. 

 
 

              During this season, we hear and read a lot about 
“keeping Christ in Christmas.” This must also remind us that 
our calling is to keep Christ present in each and every day, to 
adore him as the Magi did by the way we live. May this remind 
and strengthen all to keep Christ in their hearts and actions each 
and every day. 


