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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 24, 2006 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Brian Burke, Mary Ellen Covell, Theodora 
Gamboa, Lillian Goff, Remigia Grego, Earl 
Landgraf, Christine Mockel Meredith, Rachel 
Peet, Fred Peterson, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
Please call the rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray 
for you or your loved ones. If you are restored to health, please call 
us so we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

(For the Week of December 25-31, 2006) 
Monday              8:30AM       Earl Walker† 
                         11:00AM       Manuel Marmolejo† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Mary Louise Salcido 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Catherine Gaspar† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Ralph L. Maitlandt† 
Friday               12:10PM       Catherine Cahill† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Maria Zamara 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Andrew Montes† 
                                              & Theresa Montes Delgado† 
                         11:00AM       Manuel Marmolejo† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45. 

We are, again, more than three weeks behind in our plate col-
lection. We only have two weekends left to catch up. To make 
matters worse, one of the weekends, this one,  happens to be 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve! We point 
this out in the hope that everyone realizes that we need the 
regular Sunday plate donations and the Christmas donations to 
keep afloat. We are expecting some annual donor contributions 
in the next week. Those will, hopefully, lessen the shortfall. Can 
you help us “take up the slack”? 

 December 16/17, 
2006 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,802.00 $267,980.00 

Goal $5,710.00 $285,500.00 

Shortfall $908.00 $17,520.00 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 25-31, 2006) 

Mon.  Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

 

Tues. 7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed. 7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sat. 10:00AM Christian Meditaion Rectory 

Fri  Office Closed  

If your little one needs to freshen up, just step into the 
church’s upper restroom and accomplish the task in safety 
and privacy at the baby changing station. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed on Friday, December 29, and 
Monday, January 1. Please save any office business until Tues-
day, January 2. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection next weekend after all the Masses. Your assis-
tance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to help the 
poor and those who have temporarily fallen upon hard times. 

2007 CALENDARS 
Our new 2007 calendars are located on the altar rails and on the 
table in the vestibule of the church. Please pick one up and read the 
inspiring information on “Stewardship: The Disciple’s Response”. 

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE 
Congratulations St. Leo’s! The Bake Sale netted $470.50 which 
will be used to close the gap in the Sunday collection shortfall. 
Thank you to all who contributed – the bakers, the sellers and 
the buyers. The next bake sale will be in time for Easter. 

JANUARY IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH 
One of the many meanings for Stewardship is returning to God 
a portion of what has been given to us. If we consider that eve-
rything we have is a result of what God has given to us first, 
then an “attitude of gratitude” is the only way to respond to our 
loving God. Please take a moment on your Sundays in January 
to stop by the information table in the vestibule to learn about 
some of the service opportunities available at St. Leo the Great. 

THE EVE OF CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 24 

5:00 p.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:   Family Celebration 
7:30 p.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:    Choir 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, December 25 
8:30 a.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy 

11:00 a.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:  Choir 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
 Saturday, December 30 

    5:00 p.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy 
Sunday, December 31 

    8:30 a.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy 
     11:00 a.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy: Choir 

 
OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS: 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD 

 Monday, January 1, 2007 
    12:10 p.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy 



AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Walking God’s Paths - All the Way to Israel!  

The interfaith dialogue through “Walking God’s 
Paths”, sponsored by Temple Israel and the four 
Catholic churches in Alameda earlier this year, 
was so successful that a multi-congregational tour 
to Israel and Jordan is being planned. Scheduled for November 
5 – 19, 2007, the tour is being organized by Rabbi Allen Ben-
nett of Temple Israel and will visit the holy sites common to the 
three Abrahamic traditions. On Saturday, January 6, at 7:00PM, 
a representative from the tour company will be at Temple Israel 
(3183 Mecartney Road, in Harbor Bay Landing Shopping Cen-
ter, Alameda) to present a slide show and answer questions. All 
are invited to come and learn more about the trip. Information 
on itinerary, price, etc. can be found at www.arzaworld.com En-
ter “Temple Israel of Alameda” under “search by tour name” 
and click on the (jr) option. Questions can be directed to Rabbi 
Bennett at (510) 522-9355 ext 12. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT  
Reminder for RCIC/ 

First Eucharist Families  
The first Monday of January is New Year’s 
Day; therefore we will not be meeting in 
January. The following are some events to keep in mind: 1. 
There are no classes on Sunday, December 31; 2. Those pre-
paring for First Eucharist should be more than half way finished 
with your First Eucharist books; 3. Ash Wednesday is February 
21, 2007; 4. The Penitential Rite is on March 4, 2007. We need 
baptismal certificates for all children by February 5, 2007. 
Thank you all and Merry Christmas!  

All Christian Enrichment sessions 
on Sunday, December 31 at 9:45AM are cancelled 

and Children’s Liturgy of the Word is also cancelled.  
Evening Prayer Continues  

We will continue to gather for Evening Prayer on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00PM in the church throughout the Christmas 
season. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
San Martin, Our Sister Parish  

Thanks again for your generous fourth quarter contri-
butions of $677.00 for our sister parish in Guate-
mala, San Martin de Sacatapequez. We began as-
sisting them in June of 2000. To date we have sent 

them $16,161.00. This year, besides the $185.00 Sr. Miriam, 
the San Martin representative in Guatemala, withdraws each 
month, we have been paying school tuition for 11 students at 
$35.00 per month per student. The tuition is mostly supplied by 
one generous parishioner. Hopefully, we will be able to support, 
at least as many, if not more, students next year. Give your-
selves a pat on the back and a round of applause! 

TRAVELING CATHOLICS 
You can find times and places for Masses nationwide by calling 
1-800-MASS TIMES (1-800-627-7846) or you can visit the 
website at www.masstimes.org. 

           -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                 DEBT REDUCTION 
 $1,137,708.30: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 

 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $196.10  
We now have $35,700.13 to be paid at the end 
of the fourth quarter. This will enable us to pay the 
interest and to reduce some of the principal. This figure 
includes the funds received toward our matching 
challenge and the IRA transfer donation we recently 
received. Thank you for your generosity! 

COMMUNAL SERVICE OF ANOINTING THE ILL 
On Saturday, December 16, over 15 people came to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick. Fr. Tim reminded those who attended 
that physical healing is not the only healing Christ offers. Christ 
seeks to heal us spiritually, mentally and emotionally. All who 
participated were moved by the experience. The next service 
will be during the Lenten season. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
Get the word out! Returning Catholics, a series of discussions 
for people who have been away from the Church for a while, 
begins on Thursday, January 25 at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer 
Room. 

FUTURE BALLROOM DANCERS 
The ballroom dancing lessons will resume on Sunday evenings 
beginning Sunday, January 7, 2007, at 7:00PM in the Fr. Lacey 
Room. 

TAX FREE DONATIONS FROM YOUR IRA 
Thanks to the Pension Protection Act of 2006, you can now 
make donations (called “lifetime gifts”) from your individual re-
tirement account without any undesirable tax effects. You may 
contribute funds (up to $100,000 per year in 2006 and 2007) in 
this manner if: 
• You are age 70 1/2 years of age or older. 
• The gift is not more than $100,000 per year. 
• You make the gift on or before December 31, 2007. 
• You transfer funds directly from an IRA or Rollover IRA. 
• You make the gift to a non-profit organization such as the 

Church of St. Leo the Great. 
One generous member of our parish family has already taken 
advantage of this opportunity and arranged the donation of 
$22,000.00 towards our Debt Reduction Fund. 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO MAKE 
A QUALIFIED CONTRIBUTION 

In 2005, charities received a record $260 billion in donations, 
with most of that -- 76 cents of every $1 collected -- coming from 
individuals. Even more noteworthy, it was not the wealthiest 
among us doing the giving. Rather, the bulk of individual dona-
tions came from households with incomes of less than 
$100,999. Those numbers come from Giving USA Foundation, 
which also reports that while disaster relief effort accounted for a 
portion of the 2005 donations (latest complete data), contribtors 
also supported more than 1.4 million charities that benefited 
causes near and dear to their hearts. The IRS does not care 
when during the tax year you make your qualified contribution. 
As long as it is between January 1 and December 31, you can 
deduct it (if you itemize) on that year’s tax return. As the end of 
the year approaches, please keep St. Leo’s near and dear to 
your heart. 

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE 
In January, 2011, the Parish of St. Leo the Great will begin its Cen-
tennial Celebration. Please help us prepare for this momentous 
occasion by jotting down memories of the parish: your first recollec-
tions of the parish, significant events, memorable people. Also, 
please check your photo collections for any “St. Leo’s pictures”. You 
can drop them off at the rectory any time before July 4, 2009. They 
will then be edited into a “First 100 years” memory book. 


