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This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 24-30, 2007) 

Tues.  Christmas Day  

Wed. 7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

  Office Closed 
Until Monday, 
December 31 

 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
John & Eliane Brautovich, Ken DeCrosta, Sean 
Farren, Theodora Gamboa, Lillian Goff, Mary 
Ann Jones, Earl Landgraf, Fred Peterson, and 
all other parishioners who are ill. Please call the rectory 
office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray for you or your loved 
ones. If you are restored to health, please call us so we can 
offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

(For the Week of December 24-30, 2007) 
Monday           12:10PM       Jack and Julie O’Hara† 
                          5:00PM       Joseph Serles† 
                          7:30PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Tuesday            8:30AM       The Larsen Family 
                        11:00AM       Jacqueline Sanden† 
Wednesday     12:10PM       Everett Horgan† 
Thursday         12:10PM       Mae Leong Chan† 
Friday              12:10PM       Lew H. Lee† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Mae Leong Chan† 
                          5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday              8:30AM       Theresa Montes-Delgado† 
                                             & Andrew Montes† 
                        11:00AM       Feliciano Bautista† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 23, 2007 

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
LAWRENCE ANDRADA 

AND 
PATTY SHEAHAN 

(MOTHER OF WILLIAM SHEAHAN, S.J.) 
“RISE TO NEW LIFE!" 

SAN MARTIN SISTER PARISH COLLECTION 
This weekend, baskets will be available at all the exits of the 
church for our quarterly donations to our sister parish, San 
Martin Sacatepéquez, in Guatemala. We thank you for your 
continued generosity. We are most grateful for your kindness. 

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE RESULTS 
Thank you to everyone who supported our bake sale. We raised 
$576.50 which will be added to the weekly Mass collections. Our 
next Bake Sale will be in the spring. 

CONSIDER JOINING THE LEGION 
Have you considered taking a more active role in bringing the 
Catholic faith to others? Maybe or maybe not. The Legion of 
Mary is a society geared toward making sure that we Catholics 
are educated in the Faith and then asking us to do little things 
each week to strengthen and build the faith of others. Would you 
like to learn more? Please contact Norah Hippolyte at 
stleo@pacbell.net or 654-6177. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth 
Sunday collection next weekend after all the Masses. Your 
assistance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to help 
the poor and those who have temporarily fallen upon hard times. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday, December 26, 
through Friday, December 28. Please save any office business 
until Monday, December 31. 

We only have two weekends left to catch up. We point this out 
in the hope that everyone realizes that we need the regular 
Sunday plate donations and the Christmas donations to keep 
afloat. We are expecting some annual donor contributions in the 
next week. Those will, hopefully, lessen the shortfall. Can you 
help us “take up the slack”? 

 December 15/16 
2007 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,018.00 $274,896.00 

Goal $6,083.00 $304,150.00 

Shortfall $1,065.00 $29,254.00 

Monday, December 24 
12:10 p.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy  

THE EVE OF CHRISTMAS 
5:00 p.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:        Family Celebration 

7:00 p.m. - Caroling in the Church 
7:30 p.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:        Choir  

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Tuesday, December 25 

8:30 a.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy 
11:00 a.m. – Eucharistic Liturgy:       Choir  

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
 Saturday, December 29 

              5:00 p.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy 
Sunday, December 30 

              8:30 a.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy 
              11:00 a.m. - Eucharistic Liturgy: Choir 

2008 CALENDARS 
Our new 2008 calendars are located on the altar rails and on the 
table in the vestibule of the church. Please pick one up. 



CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT  
The Catholic Christmas Season  

Beginning on December 25, the Solem-
nity of the Birth of Christ, we enter the 
Christmas Season, which officially ends 
on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
In between these two days is the Feast 
of the Epiphany, January 6, also known as little Christmas. On 
Epiphany we celebrate the arrival of the three kings who 
brought gifts to the child Jesus. Join us on Sunday, January 6 
at 5:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room for a potluck and story night.  

First Reconciliation Preparation  
If you have a son or daughter who is eleven years old or older 
who needs to experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation for 
the first time, please plan to attend our preparation classes 
which will be on Saturday mornings beginning January 19 at 
9:30AM to 10:30AM in the Fr. Lacey Room.  
Families, please plan to attend the Christmas Eve 5:00PM Mass. 
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            -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                   DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,111,336.83: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE  
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $878.41  

We have $17,101.48 collected for the fourth quarter 
interest payment.  
Some of you have been wondering about what impact 
the new cathedral will have on our parish community. 
Please rest assured that there are no plans for 
merging or closing St. Leo’s Parish. That means that 
we still need to be attentive to our debt and its 
reduction because it is ours. We have every intention 
of being around to celebrate our 100th Anniversary in 
2011 and beyond. But, we need your help. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
Faithful Citizenship 

Preparing for Political Decisions in 2008  
The California Legislature is holding a special ses-
sion on health care with occasional rumors that 
something will be announced. A looming $10 bil-

lion state deficit promises to make 2008 budget debates very 
difficult. And in just under a month, the Iowa caucuses will kick 
the Presidential election into higher (!) gear. Evaluating the 
ethical and moral aspects of public policy decisions is a chal-
lenge for all of us. To help, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops approved last month – by a nearly unanimous 
vote – Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to 
Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United 
States. Published every four years, Faithful Citizenship de-
scribes the values and priorities of Catholic Social Teaching. 
And it offers advice and guidance to Catholics in making diffi-
cult voting and public policy decisions. Faithful Citizenship will 
help you sharpen assessments of candidates and proposed 
policies as you make your choices in the political storm of 
2008. We recommend you read it and urge your fellow Catho-
lics to take a look at it as well. Visit http://www.usccb.org/
faithfulcitizenship/ for a copy. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Catholic Radio for the Bay Area  

Catholic radio can now be heard on Immaculate 
Heart Radio’s newest station AM 1260. Tune in 
now to hear the best in Catholic programming 
and, coming soon, The Bishop’s Hour. Thank 
you for supporting Catholic Radio.  
New Year’s Retreat: Leaving the Old, Welcoming the New  

“Be confident…go where you will, your God is with 
you.” (Jos.1:9). Take a look back at where you’ve been and no-
tice how far you’ve come. Come and refresh your dreams and 
hopes. This retreat ends with a spectacular brunch on New 
Year’s Day! Please join Fr. Rusty Shaughnessy, OFM and Sr. 
Rebecca Shinas, OP at San Damiano Retreat Center (710 High-
land Drive, Danville) from December 31 to January 1. The cost, 
which includes six meals, is $190 for a private room and $165 
for a shared room. For reservations and further information, 
please call (925) 837-9141 or visit www.sandamiano.org. 

LAST CHANCE TO GIVE A LIFETIME GIFT!! 
Thanks to the Pension Protection Act of 2006, you can now 
make donations (called “lifetime gifts”) from your individual 
retirement account and/or its mandatory distributions without 
any undesirable tax effects. You may contribute funds (up to 
$100,000 per year in 2006 and 2007) in this manner if: 
• You are age 70 1/2 years of age or older. 
• The gift is not more than $100,000 per year. 
• You make the gift on or before December 31, 2007. 
• You transfer funds directly from an IRA or Rollover IRA. 
• You make the gift to a non-profit organization such as the 

Church of St. Leo the Great. 
Please consult your attorney and professional tax advisor for 
more information. 

ATTENTION LECTORS! 
The Lector Workbooks for the new liturgical year are still avail-
able for pick up in the Old Prayer Room. All lectors please stop 
by and pick up your copy. 

POINSETTIAS IN REMEMBRANCE 
At Christmastime, St. Leo’s parishioners are 
afforded the opportunity to have a poinsettia 
placed in the church in memory of a loved one. 
If you are interested, please pick up an order 
form from the table in the vestibule of the 
Church or the side altar rails. 

CATHOLICS RETURNING TO CHURCH 
Returning Catholics is a series of sessions designed to facilitate 
the smooth transition of a non-practicing Catholic to a fully en-
gaged and practicing Catholic. The first session will be Tuesday, 
January 15, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. This session 
will be used to listen to the participants and provide a framework 
for the remaining sessions. 

STEWARDSHIP MADE EASY 
Those of you who use online banking know how easy it is to 
keep up with your financial responsibilities in a most convenient 
and timely manner. You can do the same thing with your 
commitment to your parish community. Through our Automatic 
Donations program, you can simply arrange to have your 
pledged amount transferred from your account to the parish’s 
account. Sign up forms for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) are 
available in the church vestibule. Sign up for (EFT) and practice 
wise stewardship of your time, talent, and treasure! 




