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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

AUGUST 20, 2006 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:
Mary Ellen Covell, Ron Dobbins, Theodora 
Gamboa, Cathy Gaspar, Sandy & Dora Ghilarducci, 
Lillian Goff, Remigia Grego, Rachel Peet, Fred 
Peterson, and all other parishioners who are ill. Please call the 
rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray for you or your loved 
ones. If you are restored to health, please call us so we can offer a 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

(For the Week of August 21-27, 2006) 
Monday            12:10PM       Manuel Marmolejo† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Paul A. Gutierrez† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Maria Elizabeth Lampert Bussiere 
Thursday          12:10PM       Agnese Ricchi† 
Friday               12:10PM       Luis Carlos Palma Lampert 
Saturday            8:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                           5:00PM       Paul Nguyen† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Teresito Irasga 
                         11:00AM       Jack O’Hara 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Prv 9:1-6; Ps 34:2-7; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58. 

BELLS OF REMEMBRANCE 
AND FOR WORLD PEACE 

Every Sunday, St. Leo the Great Parish con-
tinues to toll our bells 30 times, at 12:15PM, 
for those who have died in the last week in 
the Middle East. We invite all who hear our 
bells tolling each Sunday to pause for a mo-
ment and to pray for peace and for those 
who have died during the past week. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

The year to date shortfall is inching back up. Again, we are al-
most 2 1/2 weeks behind our goal. Sometimes, when we talk 
about goals, we are referring to heroic feats which we aspire to 
accomplish. Climbing Mount Everest is a good example of this. 
However, when we talk about our weekly goal, we are not refer-
ring to some super-human accomplishment that would make us 
proud and bring us glory. We are talking about what it takes to 
survive and keep the parish running. Maybe we should take a 
lesson from the mountain climbers and show our mettle. We can 
reach our goal with just a little more effort. 

 August 12/13, 
2006 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,922.00 $168,582.00 

Goal $5,710.00 $182,720.00 

Shortfall $788.00 $14,138.00 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of August 21-27, 2006) 

Mon. 7:30PM 
7:30PM 

Divine Mercy 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Rectory 
Rectory 

Sat. 10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

HAPPY VACATION, FATHER TIM! 
Fr. Tim continues to enjoy his vacation and will return to us, re-
newed and refreshed, on September 1. 

ANTZ THIS SATURDAY AT DUSK! 
Antz (1998), the first animated creation of DreamWorks studios 
(co-owned by Steven Spielberg), gives St. Leo’s Movie Night on 
the Grass a peek into the hill in a way only animation can. The 
focus is on Z (Woody Allen), a worker ant who is fed up with con-
formity and living under totalitarian rule. This is the seventh of ten 
St. Leo’s Movie Nights, which will run every other Saturday 
throughout the Summer, and is supported by the Video Room on 
Piedmont Avenue. Movie night is, as always FREE, open to all, 
and is held at dusk on the East side of the church on the grass. 
For more information, please call 654-6177. 

REGISTRATION FOR CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
Christian Enrichment (religious education, CCD) sessions have 
their official fall beginning on the weekend of September 9/10. If 
you missed registration for sacramental preparation sessions, 
on-going faith formation or information about Adult Bible study, 
Catholic Basics or other groups, please phone Norah Hippolyte 
at 654-6177 to get information and to register. Thank you. 

STEWARDSHIP SECRETS 
Successful stewards have an ‘attitude of gratitude’. Look in the 
mirror, look around you, see who you are and what you have. 
How did you receive these gifts? What about that special DNA 
chain that is uniquely you? We did not earn our time, talents and 
treasure; these are truly gifts from a generous God who asks 
that we also be generous. 

REBUILD CHURCH, REBUILD HOPE 
Next weekend, we will be participating in the national collection 
to aid in the recovery efforts of the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
and the Diocese of Biloxi. These two dioceses, so devastated by 
the ravages of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, are still in a state of 
unimaginable need. One year later, this new collection is 
needed simply because last year’s collection focused on imme-
diate humanitarian relief, and only scratched the surface of the 
needs involved. This collection focuses on rebuilding churches, 
schools, and other essential parts of the parishes’ infrastructure 
which are needed to rebuild people’s hope. We don’t worry 
about hurricanes here. But, imagine what our lives would be like 
after a devastating earthquake. No special envelopes have been 
provided. Please mark your donations for this cause and place 
your envelopes in the one and only passing of the basket. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
 

Justice for Immigrants Update: Speak Up Now!  
Church leaders in Washington are urging us to 
contact our Representatives during the next three 
weeks to remind them that comprehensive immi-
gration reform is our priority. Opponents of immi-

gration reform are making their views known and Congress 
needs to hear our voices, too. We are being told that the next 
three weeks are critical. Most of our local congressional leaders 
have supported reform and need to hear that we are paying 
attention and support their leadership in moving comprehensive 
reform forward. Please visit the website: http://www.
justiceforimmigrants.org/action.html and use the materials of 
the Justice for Immigrants campaign. Or, call or write your rep-
resentative with a simple message: “As a Catholic voter in the 
Diocese of Oakland, I urge the House and Senate to collabo-
rate on comprehensive immigration reform immediately. 
‘Enforcement only’ legislation threatens the human dignity of 
immigrants in our communities who come seeking work to sup-
port their families.” 

TRAVELING CATHOLICS 
You can find times and places for Masses nationwide by calling 
1-800-MASS TIMES (1-800-627-7846) or you can visit the 
website at www.masstimes.org. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Practicing Nonviolence in Your Every Day Life  
On Saturday, Sept. 9, from 9:00AM to 5:00PM at 
First Congregational Church (2501 Harrison St., 
Oakland), Ken Preston-Pile will teach participants 
nonviolent communication tools that can be used to 
help diffuse conflicts in every day life such as those involving fam-
ily members and co-workers. The cost is $50. The day is spon-
sored by Pace e Bene Nonviolence Service. Please call (510) 
268-8765 or visit ken@pacenbene.org. for more information. 
 

International Rights of Children  
On Tuesday, Sept. 12, at 7:30PM at St. Alphonsus Ligouri 
(16300 Foothill Blvd., San Leandro), Father Pete Byrne, who 
has worked with street kids in Lima, Peru and advocated for the 
rights of children around the world, will talk about how children 
continue to be denied their basic rights and how Catholics can 
respond in the light of our faith. For more information, please 
call (510) 276-5021. 

           -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                 DEBT REDUCTION 
 $1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 

 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $453.71  
We have consistently had to “borrow” from our 
operating funds to pay the interest on our loan. 
As of the end of the second quarter 2006, we 
“owe” a total of $14,026.57 to our operating 
funds. Fortunately, the recent, generous bequest 
of Catherine Cahill has much improved this 
situation.  
We have collected $15,545.54 to be paid at the 
end of the third quarter this year. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT  
 

During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we will run a faith 
enrichment information series on the Scripture readings for this particular Sunday. Our hope is to in-
crease your appreciation of the Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings and, perhaps, to whet your appe-
tite for further scripture study in our group that meets on Tuesdays or any other of our Faith Formation 
programs that will begin again this fall.  

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY: Prv 9:1-6; Ps 34:2-7; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58.  
Savoring and Sharing Life  

Over the past few weeks, the second reading at Mass has been taken from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Paul has been providing an 
ongoing instruction on what it means to live and share God’s life now. Paul was writing to people who lived in the midst of pagan activ-
ity. Perhaps that is why his words are so applicable to us today. This is not to say that our neighbors are pagans, that our world is 
monstrously evil, or that everyone is out to get us Christians. That’s not true. What is true, however, is that times are tough. We are a 
pressured people. Our society constantly pressures us to look out for ourselves, to take the best advantage we can, often without giv-
ing much thought to the other guy. Paul also urges us to take the best advantage we can, but with constant regard for the other guy. 
And the best advantage we can take is to remember that Christ is with us—is in us—now. The Gospel contains the third installment of 
Jesus’ discourse on the Bread of Life (and the fourth consecutive reading from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to John). In 
today’s passage, Jesus bluntly states that the bread he will give is his own flesh. The crowd grumbles and misunderstands. However, 
we shouldn’t be too hard on those folks. Remember, we’re reading John. “Misunderstanding” on the part of Jesus’ hearers is one of 
John’s favorite ways to help us ask important questions. Thus, the crowd’s misunderstanding leads them to ask Jesus just such a 
question, which in turn allows Jesus to lead them to deeper understanding. Jesus is asked a “how” question. He answers a “what” 
question. The crowd wants Jesus to solve a problem. Jesus wants to draw the crowd into a mystery. So Jesus does not tell his listen-
ers “how” he will give them his flesh to eat. Instead, Jesus tells them “what” eating his flesh will mean for them: real union and real life 
with God. This is not just a promise, a hope hanging in the future. No, Jesus is saying that the person who eats the bread he gives 
has union and life now.                                                                                                         Copyright © 2002, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Volunteers are needed to sit in the church on Saturday after-
noons between the hours of 12:00PM and 3:30PM. If volunteers 
are available, we can keep the church open and available during 
non-Mass times for people who would like to simply come into a 
church and pray. It is fascinating that whenever the doors of the 
church are open, people come inside. Please sign up to be a 
Saturday Church Sitter. The sign-up sheet is in the church vesti-
bule on the table. 

REMEMBER YOUR PARISH FAMILY 
Reducing our debt is crucial for the future of our parish commu-
nity. In the past, bequests have been instrumental in paying off 
a large part of our debt. According to AARP, only 17% of Ameri-
cans over 50 have a will, a durable power of attorney, and a liv-
ing trust. If you are part of the 83% without an estate plan, you 
ought to do something about that. Please call the parish office at 
654-6177 for more information. 


