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THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

JUNE 24, 2007 

(For the Week of June 25-July 1, 2007) 
Monday            12:10PM       Parishioners of St. Leo�s 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Catherine Cahill� 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Dolores Garcia 
Thursday          12:10PM       Anita Souza� 
Friday               12:10PM       Mary LaFlamme� 
Saturday            8:00AM       Miriam Barrios Chacon 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo�s 
Sunday               8:30AM       John Lazaneo� 
                         11:00AM       Hannah Tassma� 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3,13-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:27-66,80. 

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO THE GREAT WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 
LEXI ELIZABETH FOSTER 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of June 25-July 1, 2007) 

Mon. 7:30PM Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tues. 7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat. 10:00AM 
Dusk 

Christian Meditation 
Finding Nemo 

Rectory 
Church Garden 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
John & Eliane Brautovich, Theodora Gamboa, 
Lillian Goff, Earl Landgraf, Fred Peterson, and all 
other parishioners who are ill. Please call the 
rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray for you or 
your loved ones. If you are restored to health, please call us so 
we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

Our shortfall for last week of $738.00 contributed to the larger 
year-to-date shortfall of $13,184.00. Please consider increasing 
your weekly contributions or giving an additional, one time, catch-
up contribution so that we can reduce the year-to-date shortfall to 
$0.00. Thank you for your generosity. Please continue to pray 
and take action for a significant reduction in all our debts. 

 June 16/17, 2007 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,345.00 $132,808.00 

Goal $6,083.00 $145,992.00 

Shortfall $738.00 $13,184.00 

SAN MARTIN SISTER PARISH COLLECTION 
This weekend baskets will be available at all the exits of the 
church for our quarterly donations to our sister parish, San Mar-
tin Sacatepéquez, in Guatemala. We thank you for your contin-
ued generosity. We are most grateful for your kindness. 

Pray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful Departed    
PATRICIA DIBERT 
“Rise    to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"   

IS CATHOLICISM FOR YOUR FRIENDS? 
Do you know someone who is seeking a faith community? Maybe 
you bring a guest to Mass periodically who is not Catholic or was 
baptized Catholic and that was the end of their Catholic upbringing. 
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), the Church�s proc-
ess for bringing adults into the Church, is currently having informal 
inquiry sessions on every other Sunday morning at 9:45AM in the 
Old Prayer Room. The next session is this Sunday, June 24. 

WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP? 
We are seeking volunteers who are currently involved in a min-
istry at St. Leo�s (for example, choir, lector, Environment and 
Art), to consider becoming part of a six to ten person Steward-
ship Committee. In the beginning, the committee will work to 
define the answer to the question, �What is stewardship?� If you 
would like to be a part of this vital and integral part of Catholic 
teaching, please phone Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177 or email 
her at stleo@pacbell.net. 

DEBT REDUCTION COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. We are 
in great need of contributions at this time. Thank you for your 
continued generosity. 

SATURDAYS AT THE MOVIES 
Movie Night begins again next Saturday, June 
30, at dusk. We will be screening Finding 
Nemo. Pixar has created another amazing ani-

mated adventure, this time heading underwater as two plucky 
fish, Marlin and Dory (voiced by Albert Brooks and Ellen De-
Generes), search high and low for Marlin's missing son, Nemo 
(Alexander Gould). This is the first of six St. Leo�s Movie Nights, 
which will run on Saturdays throughout the Summer. Movie 
night is, as always, FREE, open to all, and is held at dusk on the 
East side of the church in the garden on the grass. For more 
information, please call 654 6177. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATES! 

We congratulated our St. Leo the Great School graduates a few 
weeks ago. One student, Miss Kasie Udo-Okoye, this year�s Co-
Salutatorian, is a shining example of the fine education to be 
gained at our school. Kasie received the Presidential Scholar-
ship Award to St Mary�s College High School, a full four-year 
scholarship which is given to only one student per year for out-
standing academic success. Two of our high school graduates, 
Mateo Martinez and Aïssata Nűtzel, graduated from Oakland 
Technical High School. Mateo goes off to Bard College in New 
York and Aissata is going to the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Let us keep all of our graduates in our prayers as 
they continue their scholarly journeys. 



WILL POWER 
According to AARP, only 17% of Americans over 50 have a will, a 
durable power of attorney, and a living trust. If you are part of the 
83% without an estate plan, you ought to do something about that. 
Parishioner, Conswella Byrd, Attorney, offers a free estate plan-
ning seminar online where you can learn the basics of estate plan-
ning and the associated tax issues in a full color slide presentation. 
The site also offers an estate tax calculator. For more information 
and a FREE consultation, visit www.conswellambyrd.com. 

SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT  
 

During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we will run a faith enrichment 
information series on the Scripture readings for this particular Sunday. Our hope is to increase your appreciation of 
the Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings, and, perhaps, to whet your appetite for further scripture study in our 
group that meets on Tuesdays or any other of our Faith Formation programs that will begin again this fall. 
 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3,13-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:27-66,80. 
A Moment in the Sun 

The Church celebrates the solemnity of the Nativity of John the Baptist when the year is half spent and sunlit, when the days in the 
Northern Hemisphere are hot and long and the nights are warm and brief. The rugged, fiery prophet, John, blazes into view with a 
white-hot intensity reminiscent of God�s prophets of old. From cool mountaintops, scorched deserts, green prairies, and hot sandy 
beaches, we peer into John�s fierce eyes and consider this God-haunted man. In today�s second reading, Paul moves us toward John 
the Baptist�s selfless adult mission: to turn over to the promised Messiah all the attention he has gained, all the converts he has made, 
all the followers he has gathered. Thus the Baptist�s generosity knows no equal under the sun. The first reading speaks of an un-
known servant who announces good news to the ends of the earth. The Church has long recognized this resounding voice as that of 
John, the herald of salvation. As the Gospels rush us headlong through John�s work and on to his abandonment and tragic death, we 
cling to the gentle words of Isaiah, who helps us understand the greatness of John the Baptist: �My reward is with the Lord, my recom-
pense is with my God ... And I am made glorious in the sight of the Lord, and my God is now my strength!� (Isaiah 49:4, 5) John�s joy 
overflowed when he was able to turn everyone over to the Messiah and Lord who moved along Jordan�s bank. This was the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world, and John knew it. His spirit was ready, and he was as sharp as a �polished arrow,� says 
Isaiah. John was a fierce light to the nations, and he announced the Messiah whose salvation reached to the ends of the earth, right 
down to us today, summering and simmering in the sun. Church tradition has found it most fitting to set aside a special time to cele-
brate John and his seemingly thankless mission. We are so intent on preparing the way for Jesus during Advent that we pass John by 
with barely a nod. We need a day just for John, and this is the day.                          Copyright © 2002, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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            -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                   DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,117,548.56: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE  
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $368.31 

We collected $13,096.85 to be paid at the end of the 
first quarter. Of this amount, $1,286.31 was received 
from an IRA donation and has been specifically 
designated to be applied to the principal of our loan. 
We finally received the invoice for the first 
quarter and sent the payment of $17,534.93 
($16,248,62 for interest and $1,286.31 for 
principal) into the Diocese. We used $4,438.08 of 
the final payment from the Catherine Cahill 
bequest ($16,603.65) to help pay the first quarter 
interest and the remaining $12,165.57 will be 
used to pay the second quarter interest and pay 
down some of the loan principal.  
We have collected $9,536.72 toward the second 
quarter loan payment which is significantly behind 
even our first quarter�s collection and our expected 
�needed payment�. Please reconsider your response 
to this important parish debt. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Save the Date  

Pat Snyder, PhD, Universal Health Care expert, will 
be featured as Christ the King Adult Ed Speaker 
this month on Tuesday, June 26, at 7:15PM, in the 
Parish Hall (199 Brandon Rd., Pleasant Hill). Her topic will be 
�Health Insurance: A Fundamental Right in Catholic Social 
Teaching.� She has led a campaign for Single Payer Universal 
Health Care in our state (SB840) which the California Catholic 
Bishops have recently endorsed. She will inform us how we 
can have comprehensive care and still save the state billions. 
Bring your questions and get them answered! 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
Why Single Payer Universal Health Care?  

Nearly seven million Californians lack health insur-
ance during all or part of the year. About 70% of 
these people are employed but do not receive em-
ployer-based insurance. Most insured Californians 

are �under-insured.� Under insurance means that you have 
health insurance but procedures or benefits are not covered or 
are only partially covered. Last year two million Americans � 
75% of whom had health insurance � were forced to declare 
personal bankruptcy because of their medical bills. You should 
have the personal security knowing that whatever your employ-
ment status, age, income, or medical history or condition, you 
have health insurance. The United States is the only industrial-
ized country that doesn�t have a national health insurance plan 
that covers everyone. Our current healthcare system is not only 
broken; it is in crisis. For more information about this issue and 
to find out what you can do to help, please visit www.
healthcareforall.org. 

TWOFOLD RECYCLING 
As stewards of our planet we can contribute to the reduction of 
waste and slow the use of our natural resources just by recy-
cling products. Re-use of products also helps to keep costs 
down. Recycling is twofold because it can provide a donation to 
St. Leo�s. Your donation of inkjet cartridges and old cell phones 
to the box in the church vestibule helps to boost our bottom line. 
Thank you for your generosity and continue your good work. 

WE NEED YOUR EXPERTISE 
We are in desperate need of someone who is adept at scanning 
photos. We have collected many wonderful, historic photos for our 
parish history book. Now, all we need is someone with that special 
scanner �know-how� to scan and reformat the pictures for publish-
ing. Are you a scanning fanatic? Are you good at tweaking what 
needs to be tweaked? If so, please contact Jean McCamman at 
655-8145 or jeanmccamman@sbcglobal.net before July 1. 


