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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

MARCH 26, 2006 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Mary Ellen Covell, Theodora Gamboa, Sandy & 
Dora Ghilarducci, Lillian Goff, Remigia Grego, 
Inez Milicevich, Elizabeth Morrison, Fred 
Peterson, Simon Tang, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
Please call the rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may 
pray for you or your loved ones. If you are restored to health, 
please call us so we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

You must call each month to renew your request. 

(For the Week of March 27-April 2, 2006) 
Monday            12:10PM        
Tuesday           12:10PM       Shermie & Theresa Irasga 
Wednesday      12:10PM        
Thursday          12:10PM        
Friday               12:10PM       Special Intention 
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Peter Daly† 
                         11:00AM       Josef Schmitt† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
1 Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41.. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources24 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

WISH YOU COULD GET THAT IN WRITING? 
Did you know that we have the weekly readings and homilies 
posted on our website? Visit www.stleothegreat.org, click on the 
church and then “RECENT HOMILIES” and take a look at it. We 
are constantly striving to make our website the best ever. Please 
let us know what you think. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of March 27-April 2, 2006) 

Mon.     7:30PM Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Wed.     7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Fri.   12:40PM Stations of the Cross Church 

Sat.   10:00AM 
    3:30PM 
    4:00PM 

Christian Meditation 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Devotion 

Rectory 
Church 
Church 

Sun.     9:45AM Scripture Study Rectory 

By November of last year, our shortfall was almost the same as 
it is right now, and we are only just finishing the first quarter of 
this year. If we start out in this way, where will we be by Novem-
ber of this year? At last count, 402 adults attended the weekend 
Masses here at St. Leo’s. If every adult gave just one extra gift 
of $23.20, our shortfall would disappear. During the coming 
week, please revisit your commitment to your parish community. 

 March 18/19, 2006 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,294.00 $59,195.00 

Goal $5,710.00 $68,520.00 

Shortfall $1,416.00 $9,325.00 

2006 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL PROGRESS 
So far this year, parishioners have donated and/or pledged a 
total $3.398.34 to the Bishop’s Appeal. Our goal for this year is 
$15,081.00. That means we have reached about 23% of our 
goal. A big “thank you” to everyone who made a pledge or contri-
bution. If you have not yet contributed, we encourage you to 
make a decision this week. The Bishop’s Appeal continues to be 
necessary because there are needs in the Diocese that cannot 
be effectively fulfilled by the individual or by the local parish. 

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES AT EASTER 
If you would like to offer Easter flowers in re-
membrance of a loved one, please fill out one 
of the forms which are available on the table in 
the vestibule and on the altar rails by both side 
doors of the church. The donation for each re-
membrance is $10.00. You may place your 
forms and donations in the regular collection 
or drop them off at the rectory. 

JUST A REMINDER . . . 
 SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR BEFORE 

YOU GO TO BED NEXT SATURDAY, APRIL 1. 
HERE COMES DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME! 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday, March 30, and Fri-
day, March 31, in celebration of Cesar Chavez Day. Please save 
any office business until Monday, April 3. 

SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
Next Saturday, April 1, at 3:30PM the church will 
open for Eucharistic Adoration. Following the quiet 
half hour of prayer in front of the tabernacle will be 
our monthly devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
at 4:00PM. 

THE BEST OF INTENTIONS 
At each Mass, the community prays in a special remembrance 
for the person or persons for whom the Mass is being offered. 
As you can see above, we have many openings. If you have 
someone for whom you would like to have a Mass offered, 
please call the parish office at 654-6177.  

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION 
This weekend, there will be a collection (another opportunity for 
Lenten almsgiving) for Catholic Relief Services. Envelopes are in 
the bi-monthly packets for those who receive them and are also 
available by the doors of the church. Please place your enve-
lopes in the one and only passing of the basket next weekend. 



THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Thank you to Fr. Frank Buckley, S.J. for his fas-
cinating presentation last Tuesday, Yoga and 
Spirituality: Stretch Your Faith. Theology on Tap 
continues Tuesday, April 4, at 7:00PM at the 
Kerry House (4092 Piedmont Ave., Oakland). 
Fr. Tom Scirghi, S.J., will present Mary, Mother of God, Truly Our 
Sister. We will view Mary as a woman in history who walked with 
the Spirit of God. Join us for drinks and good conversation. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Spring 2006 Benefit Concert  

The Bill Jackman Trio is giving a classic jazz 
(Latin, swing, and ballad) concert to benefit St. 
Lawrence O’Toole/St. Cyril of Jerusalem Parish 
(3725 High St., Oakland). Requested donations 
are $10.00 for adults, $7.00 for students, and $5 for ages 14 
and under. Tickets will be sold at the door or you may call 
Ernest Villafranca at (510) 418-9443  

Annual Freedom Seder  
Temple Sinai’s Annual Freedom Seder will take place on Thurs-
day, April 6, from 7:00PM to 9:00PM, at Stern Hall (2823 Web-
ster St., Oakland). Doors will open at 6:30PM. Traditional Pass-
over desserts, ritual foods, tea, coffee and juice will be served. 
This free event is wheelchair accessible. Complimentary child-
care is available upon request. Please call (510) 451-3263 by 
Monday, April 3, to let them know how many will be attending. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
Evening Prayer at St. Leo’s 

On Wednesdays during Lent we gather in the 
church for Evening Prayer at 7:00PM. In this 
season of prayer, fasting and almsgiving the 
Evening Prayer Service offers a simple addi-
tion to our Lenten sojourn. Please join us in 
the church. (Please enter the church via the parking lot en-
trance.)  

RCIC/First Eucharist Meeting 
This is a very important meeting for children and teens that will 
be receiving Eucharist for the first time. We meet on Monday, 
April 3, at 6:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room.  

Second Scrutiny of the Elect 
The Elect are the non-baptized candidates who are moving 
toward the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. This 
weekend they will experience their second scrutiny, examina-
tion, as part of their final preparation. 
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CAST YOUR BREAD UPON THE WATERS 
We earned the full $2,000.00 of the matching grant in which a 
generous benefactor promised to match $1.00 for every $2.00 of 
new donations for St. Leo’s Debt Reduction Fund (up to a maxi-
mum of $2,000.00). We have now received the full $4,000.00 
needed to earn this grant! Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted. By the way, if you think this is a new and exciting way to 
raise funds for our Debt Reduction, maybe you would like to pro-
pose a similar challenge. If you wish to make an offer to match 
new donations, please contact a member of the parish staff. 

            -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                DEBT REDUCTION 
 

$1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $309.86  
For the last year, we have consistently had to 
“borrow” from our operating funds to pay the 
interest on our loan. As of the end of 2005, we 
“owe” $3,137.09 to our operating funds. This 
also means that, at this rate, we will be unable to 
reduce the principal at all. We pray that we will 
not have to continue “borrowing” from our oper-
ating funds to cover this expense.  
We have collected $18,061.79 in 2006, including 
the full $2,000.00 from our Matching Grant 
challenge, to be paid at the end of the first 
quarter this year. Thank you for your generosity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
National Week of Prayer and Action for Darfur, 

April 2-9  
Since February 2003, over 400,000 people have died 
and over 2.5 million people have been displaced 
from their homes. Each day, over 500 innocent peo-

ple die from violence, malnutrition and disease. The people of 
Darfur experience horrendous crimes, including gang rapes of 
women and girls, burning of homes and religious buildings, killing 
of babies, and other atrocities. Despite their efforts to help civil-
ians, relief organizations have been targeted and aid workers 
have been arrested by the Sudanese government. Today, more 
than 2.5 million people are suffering from a preventable humani-
tarian crisis in the Darfur region of western Sudan. Hundreds of 
thousands of lives have been lost, but countless more can be 
saved. Not since the Rwandan genocide of 1994 has the world 
seen such a calculated campaign of displacement, starvation, 
rape, and mass slaughter. These people need our help. As hu-
mans, we owe them our support and prayers. As Americans we 
owe them our courage and experience. We must do something 
to help those who suffer, and THIS TIME WE CAN.   
The US Bishops and Catholic Relief Services are joining with the 
Save Darfur Coalition, an alliance of over 150 faith-based, hu-
manitarian and human rights organizations. Together they are 
promoting the Million Voices for Darfur Campaign, which seeks to 
collect one million postcards encouraging the President in his call 
for a stronger multinational force to protect the people of Darfur. 
These postcards are available both in paper and electronically at 
www.savedarfur.org. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2005 contributions to St. Leo’s, 
please call the rectory at 654-6177. 

PARISH DIRECTORIES ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
Parish Directories are available at the rectory. They are FREE to 
those whose pictures are in the directory. Also, there are extra 
directories that may be purchased at a cost of $5.00 each. If you 
would like to pick one up, please stop by the rectory, during of-
fice hours, or see a parish staff member. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
This Tuesday, March 28, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room, is 
the last of the discussions in our Returning Catholics series. 
Over the past weeks we have spoken about the thoughts that 
brought us to the group, changes in the Church, sacraments 
and many other topics. This last session will, hopefully, answer 
any unanswered questions and be an invitation to the Recon-
ciliation Service. 

LENTEN OBSERVANCE 
Easter Duty 

The faithful should receive Holy Communion and the Sacrament of 
Penance at least once a year. Holy Communion and the Sacrament 
of Penance must be received during the Easter Season (the period 
from the First Sunday of Lent until Trinity Sunday), unless the duty 
is fulfilled, for a just cause, at some other time during the year. 


