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JANUARY 28, 2007 

In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember: Brian Burke, Theodora Gamboa, 
Lillian Goff, Remigia Grego, Earl Landgraf, 
Christine Mockel Meredith, Fred Peterson, and 
all other parishioners who are ill. Please call the rectory 
office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray for you or your loved 
ones. If you are restored to health, please call us so we can 
offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

(For the Week of January 29-February 4, 2007) 
Monday            12:10PM       Nick Lazaneo† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Lino Paoli† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Robert Martin 
Thursday          12:10PM       Brazil Oliveira 
Friday               12:10PM       Michelle Walsh† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Catherine Cahill† 
                           5:00PM       Christine Milideo† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Catherine Cahill† 
                         11:00AM       Jack O’Hara† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Jer 1:4-5,17-19; Ps 71:1-6,15-17; 1 Cor 12:31-13:13 o 

 13:4-13; Lk 4:21-30. 

We are definitely starting off on the wrong foot in this first month 
of the new year. Our plate collection (including contributions from 
those of you who use Electronic Funds Transfer [EFT]) now has a 
year to date shortfall of almost 46% of our weekly goal amount, 
which is needed to keep our operations going at the present level. 
Hopefully, we will have had time to think and pray over our roles 
as stewards of God’s gifts, and we will make our new commit-
ment on this Stewardship Weekend to give back our fair share. 

 January 20/21, 
2007 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,642.00 $21,560.00 

Goal $6,083.00 $24,332.00 

Shortfall $1,441.00 $2,772.00 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of January 29-February 4, 2007) 

Mon. 7:30PM Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tues. 7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat. 10:00AM 
3:30PM 
4:00PM 

Christian Meditation 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Devotions 

Rectory 
Church 
Church 

Thurs. 7:30PM 
7:30PM 

Returning Catholics 
Social Justice Ministry 

Old Prayer Room 
Lacey Room 

BELLS OF REMEMBRANCE 
AND FOR WORLD PEACE 

Every Sunday, St. Leo the Great Parish continues to toll our 
bells 30 times, at 12:15PM, for those who have died in the last 
week in the Middle East. We invite all who hear our bells tolling 
each Sunday to pause for a moment and to pray for peace 
and for those who have died during the past week. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
Returning Catholics is a series of topical discussions for the 
benefit of those who have been away from the Church for an 
extended period of time. The discussions will be determined by 
the questions that come from the participants. If you are a re-
turning Catholic or know someone who is, please come to our 
next session on Thursday, February 1, at 7:30PM in the Old 
Prayer Room. Please enter the church from the parking lot en-
trance, signs will direct the way to the Old Prayer Room. 

DEBT REDUCTION COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. Thank 
you for your continued generosity. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
Today is the final Sunday of Stewardship 
month. Fr Tim will ask each of you to 
bring your pledge cards forward to de-
posit into the basket he will be holding. 
There are sign-up sheets on the Stew-

ardship table for Saturday Church Sitters, the Lenten Fish Fry, 
Communication Committee members and Stewardship Commit-
tee members. Please take a few minutes to read some of the 
information on the table, sign-up for a ministry or committee, 
and possibly complete a “Stewardship Heart”.  

2007 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 
A few copies of the 2007 edition of the Directory for the Diocese of 
Oakland are still available on the altar rails and the vestibule table. 
Please feel free to pick one up for your household. There is a lot of 
valuable information that every parish family can put to good use. 

MEMORIAL MASSES FOR JACK O’HARA & BETTY WURM 
A Memorial Mass for Jack O’Hara will be celebrated on Friday, 
February 16, at 12:10PM. A Memorial Mass for Betty Wurm will 
be celebrated on Saturday, February 24, at 11:00AM. News of 
the deaths of these two long-time parishioners was previously 
emailed to everyone on the parish email list. If you did not re-
ceive the email and wish to receive emails in the future, please 
contact the parish office at (510) 654-6177 or stleos@aol.com. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2006 contributions to St. Leo’s, 
please call the rectory at 654-6177. 

THE BEST OF INTENTIONS 
At each Mass, the community prays in a special remembrance 
for the person or persons for whom the Mass is being offered. If 
you have someone for whom you would like to have a Mass of-
fered, please call the parish office at 654-6177.  
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CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT  
Family Faith Formation Session  

All families with children are invited to attend 
our Family Faith Formation classes. The next 
class is Monday, February 5, at 6:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. 
It is most important that families with children and youth prepar-
ing for one or more sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirma-
tion and Eucharist) attend these sessions. Also, Baptismal cer-
tificates are due at the February 5 class. If you have questions 
or you are unable to attend, please inform Norah Hippolyte 
ahead of time. The topic for this session is Lenten practices.  

Learning About the Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Beginning Saturday, February 10, at 9:30AM in the Fr Lacey 
Room, there will be a six-week class to prepare students for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance, Confession). Stu-
dents should be in grade 5 or higher and attending Mass on a 
regular basis. If you would like to register your child, please 
contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177. Thank you. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER   
Supporting Healthy Eating 

in the 2007 State Legislative Session  
Healthy eating at home isn’t always easy – espe-
cially for families with limited budgets. But un-
tapped help is available, including as much as $2 

billion in federal food stamp funds. California must tap into 
these needed resources by taking the following actions to im-
prove food stamps: 

REDUCE RED TAPE: Paperwork continues to bury admin-
istrators and food stamp recipients. We must finally join the 
other 45 states that have chosen “simplified reporting” for 
food stamps participants. 

CONNECT WITH HEALTHCARE: Historically, the majority 
of people receiving food stamps were also receiving welfare. 
So, the Food Stamp Program and cash aid programs were 
intertwined. But two changes have happened: 1) The vast 
majority of food stamp eligibles and participants are now the 
working poor, who are more likely to be participating in 
healthcare programs like MediCAL. 2.) The high costs of diet 
related illnesses demand that the Food Stamp Program be 
integrated with health insurance and healthcare promotion 
efforts. The easy steps to connect health programs and food 
stamps must be taken now. 

BRING FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES TO LOW-
INCOME NEIGHBORHOODS: In September, Governor 
Schwarzenegger signed AB 2384 (Leno), a pilot program to 
make fresh produce more accessible and affordable to food 
stamp recipients. This landmark legislation needs to be fol-
lowed up with the funding necessary to implement the pilot. 
This investment fits well with the Governor’s and the Legisla-
ture’s vision of a healthy California. 

For information on what you can do to bring about these 
changes, please visit California Food Policy Advocates (CFPA) 
at http://www.cfpa.net/Newdesign.htm. 

           -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                 DEBT REDUCTION 
 $1,118,834.84: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 

 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $327.00  
We have collected $4,618.67 in 2007 to be paid 
at the end of the first quarter this year. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

PEELING PAINT FUND 
Over these many years, St. Leo’s has been 
blessed, from time to time, with bequests that 
have included property and real estate. One of 
these properties that has helped keep our 
budget balanced for many years is the house 
that we own and rent out at 4276 Howe Street. 
As with all older houses, it is in dire need of a new paint job. We 
have received an amazing bid of $4,450.00 for a complete ser-
vice of water blasting, scraping, sanding, priming, damaged 
shingle replacing, and two coats of paint, along with many other 
extras. If you would like to help us pay for this makeover, please 
call the parish office at 654-6177 or designate your donations for 
“Rental Property Upkeep”. Thank you for your generosity. 

A NOTE ON MY ABSENCE FROM FR. TOM SCIRGHI 
Dear Friends, 

I asked Fr. Johnson to take some space in the bulletin to bid you farewell for now. From January through August, I will be 
living in Sydney, Australia, participating in a program called “tertianship.” Tertianship is part of the formation of a Jesuit leading to full 
incorporation into the Society of Jesus. It is usually made after a Jesuit has completed his studies and experienced some apostolic 
work. Tertianship is a time for prayer, study, apostolic work, and community life.  

During this program, a Jesuit makes the full Spiritual Exercises of thirty days (in silence) for the second time in his life. 
Through this retreat the Jesuit remembers his original desire to serve God and renews his commitment to building the Kingdom of 
God with Christ. Also, tertians study the history and the constitutions of the Society of Jesus. While we studied these subjects during 
our novitiate (upon entering the Society), we now bring to these studies our lived experience and appreciation of Jesuit life.  

After the long retreat, our group will disperse to work in parishes throughout the Australian countryside. (I have yet to learn 
what my assignment will be.) Finally, as Jesuits are used to living in community, I look forward to this new temporary community. 
There will be thirteen tertians, coming from all over the world, one of whom is a former student of mine. With us will be our director 
and his assistant. The fifteen of us will live in the faculty residence of Canisius College, a Jesuit school, in the town of Pymbol, which 
is part of the greater Sydney area.  

During this time away, I ask for your prayers. It is a great privilege for me to pray with you on Sunday at St. Leo’s parish. And 
I look forward to returning in the fall.  
                                                                                                                                                                            In Our Lord, 
                                                                                                                                                                            Fr. Thomas Scirghi, S.J. 

CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Oops! We were off a week! This week is Catholic Schools 
Week. Representatives of the School of St. Leo the Great will be 
joining us next Sunday, February 4, at the 11:00AM Mass. 
Also, on that day, the St. Leo’s Social Justice Ministry will be 
announcing the winners of the Peace and Non-Violence in Oak-
land Contest that they have been sponsoring for our students. 
The finalists' essays, posters, and projects will be displayed in 
the vestibule for the parish to enjoy. Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about our parish school, please call (510) 654-7828 
and/or visit the website at stleothegreat.org. 


