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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

DECEMBER 14, 2003 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER  

Co-Sponsored with the 
Oakland Unified School District 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

 Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 

Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Dec. 6/7, 2003 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,717.00 $232,229.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $240,192.00 

Shortfall $0.00 $7,963.00 

We had no shortfall last week! That is great news. Let us try and 
keep up the momentum. Included in last week’s plate are 
$926.00 in EFT contributions from our five generous parishion-
ers who have signed up to have their donations automatically 
transferred from their bank accounts. We still have time to make 
up the shortfall before the end of the year. Can you spare an ex-
tra $17.12? According to the October Mass count, our shortfall 
would disappear if each person, who attends Mass each week-
end, gave this. A donation in the name of “someone who has 
everything” would be a great stocking stuffer! Thank you for your 
generosity. 

(For the Week of December 15-21)  
Monday            12:10PM       Theresa Coehn 
Tuesday           12:10PM       The Maloney Family† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Lillian McCrackin†  
Thursday          12:10PM       Pete Peterson 
Friday               12:10PM       Bernadette O’Connell† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Nick Miller† 
                           5:00PM       Caputo Family† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Joseph Paul Nguyen† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Zep 3:14-18a; (Ps) Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18. 

Pray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful Departed    
REV. WILLIAM “BILL” O’DONNELL 

ELENA PERATA 
CATHERINE RYAN    
""""Rise to new life!" to new life!" to new life!" to new life!"    

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO'S WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 

 

JON NATHAN ALBERTO 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 15-21) 

Mon.     7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Rectory 

Tues.     2:00PM 
    
    7:30PM 
     

Communal Penance 
Service 
Communal Penance 
Service 

Church 
 
Church 

Wed.     7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
This weekend, there will be a special collection for the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious. Your contribution ensures that the eld-
erly and infirmed sisters, brothers, and order priests will be ade-
quately cared for in their later years. Special envelopes were 
provided in your monthly mailing and are available at all the 
doors, on the rails, and the table in the vestibule. Please place 
your contribution in the basket with your regular donations. As 
usual, there will be only one collection. Thank you for your gen-
erosity.   

SAN MARTIN SISTER PARISH COLLECTION 
Next weekend, baskets will be available at all the exits of the 
church for our quarterly donations to our sister parish, San Mar-
tin Sacatepéquez in Guatemala. We thank you for your contin-
ued generosity. Three of our parishioners have contributed $550 
toward the extra money needed for San Martin’s project to raise 
cows and sell cheese and milk. We are most grateful for their 
kindness. 

Advent Reconciliation Services 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation in a communal rite 
emphasizes the effect our sins have on the community. It also is 
a reminder that Jesus does not forgive us alone but in the fel-
lowship of His Body, the Church. We will have our communal 
services on Tuesday, December 16, at 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM. 
Our neighboring parishes are having their services on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 
     St. Theresa’s Church (30 Mandalay Rd, Oakland): 
           Thursday, December 18, at 7:30 PM 
           Saturday, December 20, at 11:00 AM and 3:30 PM. 
     St. Margaret Mary’s Church (1219 Exelsior Ave, Oakland): 
           Saturday, December 20, at 3:00 PM. 

CHURCH DECORATION 
We will be decorating the church for Christmas on Monday, De-
cember 22, at 1:00 PM. Anyone interested in helping please call 
the parish office at 654-6177. 

BAKE SALE! SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Next Sunday, following the 8:30AM and 11:00AM Masses, we 
will have a scrumptious bake sale. So don’t forget to bring your 
wallet so you can take home lots of homemade goodies to en-
hance your holiday feasting. If you are available to help sell at 
the bake sale, please see the sign up sheet in the vestibule. 

HOLY FAMILY CELEBRATION 
We are having a potluck on Sunday, December 28, 2003, at 
5:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. The evening will be highlighted 
with games and song to celebrate the season of Christmas and 
the gift that is family. Please plan to join us at this special event. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
Peace-loving activists throughout Northern Cali-
fornia were stunned and deeply saddened by the 
sudden death Monday of Catholic priest Fr. Bill 
O'Donnell, who spent his life standing up for 
causes when others looked the other way. He 
was 73.  

Many of his legions of friends regarded Fr. O'Donnell as the 
"Saint of Berkeley" for his almost 250 arrests at protests, which 
included marching with farm workers and Cesar Chavez. Most 
recently at Fort Benning, Ga., Fr. O'Donnell and 10,000 other 
protesters tried to shut down the controversial School of the 
Americas. They say the school teaches terrorists’ tactics on be-
half of dictators, a charge the school denies. Fr. O'Donnell also 
participated in repeated demonstrations at Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory, for which he once spent a week in Santa Rita jail. 
During one protest, his arm was broken by a police officer, 
friends noted. For trespassing on Fort Benning's federal prop-
erty in November 2002 he was sentenced to six months in At-
water Federal Penitentiary. Within weeks, Fr. O'Donnell had 
formed a study group in prison on non-violence and was in fre-
quent touch with the Roman Catholic community in Atwater.  

A Community Celebration of the Life of Fr. O’Donnell will be on 
Sunday, December 14, at 4:00 PM in the Berkeley Community 
Theater (Allston and Grove, Berkeley). His funeral will be on 
Monday, December 15, at 10:30 AM at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church (1640 Addison Street [at Jefferson Street], Berkeley). 
Interment will be at St. Mary’s Cemetery (4529 Howe Street, 
Oakland)..  

POINSETTIAS FOR REMEMBRANCE 
At Christmastime, St. Leo’s parishioners are afforded the 
opportunity to have a poinsettia placed on the altar in 
memory of a loved one. If you are interested, please pick 
up an order form from the table in the vestibule of the 
Church or the side altar rails. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Advent Lessons and Carols 

St. David’s Festival Choir will be presenting Advent 
Lessons and Carols  on Sunday, December 21, at 
6:00 PM at St. David of Wales Catholic Church 
(5641 Esmond at Sonoma, Richmond Heights). 
Come and celebrate the Advent season with familiar carols and 
readings. Email ondinetyoung@aol.com or davidofwales@juno.
com or phone (510)237-1531, (310)293-8085, or (510)233-9403 
for more information. 

A Winter Concert 
An outstanding Winter Concert of classical music with works by 
Handel, Schubert, Schumann, Fauri, Puccini, Chopin, and more, 
plus the premiere of a little known piece by the great composer 
Beethoven will be performed Sunday, December 28, at 7:00 PM 
at Good Shepherd Church (3200 Harbor St., Pittsburg). The 
evening will feature pianist, Termirzhan Yerzhanov, TSQ (The 
String Quartet), soprano Carille Bruno, and the Good Shepherd 
Choir. For more information, please call (925)432-6404. 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,477,380.71: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $5,060.67 

Thank you for your contributions this week to our 
Debt Reduction Fund. Included in this figure are 
the $615.00 in EFT contributions from our five 
generous parishioners who have signed up to 
have their donations automatically transferred 
from their bank accounts The total collected thus 
far this quarter for Debt Reduction is $11,330.59 
to be paid at the end of the quarter to cover our 
interest on the debt and to reduce our principal. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
Advent 2003 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your 
kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no 
anxiety at all.” (Philippians 4:4-5) This is the third Sunday of 
Advent, Gaudete Sunday. The color is rose for joy. Advent, the 
season of waiting in joyful hope, provides us with the time to 
make the paths to our hearts straight for the Lord. Join us on 
Wednesday for Evening prayer at 7:00PM in the church. 

 
RCIA this Week 

One of the sacraments of healing is the Sacrament of Pen-
ance, Reconciliation. This gift from God is the topic of this 
week’s RCIA discussion on Sunday morning at 9:45AM in 
the Old Prayer Room. You are invited to join the discussion to 
enrich our candidates’ and catechumens’ understanding of this 
valuable sacrament. Next week: Anointing the Sick. 

PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY 
The reading from the Suggestions for Pastoral Councils sug-
gested a day of discernment for deciding the various roles of a 
parish council. Discussion of this was put on the January 
agenda. Fr. Tim reported that we have had eight respondents to 
the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) request and we are about 
$7,000 under budget in Sunday collections. The advisability of a 
meeting between the school advisory board and the parish coun-
cil was discussed. It was reported that the annual parish picnic 
will be at the streamside location at Lake Temescal again next 
year. A reservation has been made for September 12, 2004. The 
council decided to look at ways to interest more parishioners to 
get involved in parish life. 

NOTICE FOR ALL LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
Please note that the December Liturgical Minister Schedule is 
not in strict date order. You will find the schedules for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day listed after the four Sundays in 
December. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
RAFFLE WINNERS! 

St. Leo’s Senior Center had their Annual Christmas 
Bazaar/White Elephant Sale last Sunday. The follow-
ing is a list of the lucky raffle winners and their prizes: 

Thank you so much for all your generosity and support. Your 
donated items were priceless. We are most grateful for your par-
ticipation. 

Josephine Clinton Handmade Quilt 

Carol Kociolek Home Insurance Photography 
by Kelly Hope 

Betty Mahoney $50 Piedmont Grocery Gift 
Certificate 

Joan Hegarty Large Stuffed Bear 

Jane Souza Crystal Clock 

Charlotte Sagouspe Surprise I 

Betty Mahoney Surprise II 


