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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 12, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember: Frank Corey, Theodora Gamboa, 
Dora Ghilarducci, Remigia Grego, Emmy Lou 
Henry, Paul Johnson, Peter McNally, Lauren 
Moody, Fred Peterson, Elizabeth Rodoni, 
Ethel Steckler, Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all 
other parishioners who are ill. 

(For the Week of December 13-December 19, 2004)  
Monday            12:10PM       Wan-Lan Lee† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Luis & Lourdes Nunes† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Rosemary Bishop† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Lita Jordan† 
Friday               12:10PM       Marion Van Alstyne† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Aman Mebrahtu† 
                           5:00PM       Dorothy Carter† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Bernadette O’Connell† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 35:1-6a,10; Ps 146:6-10: Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 13-December 19, 2004) 

Mon.     7:30PM Parish Council Meeting Old Prayer Room 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.     6:30PM Advent Evening Prayer Church 

Fri.     8:00PM Women’s Antique 
Vocal Ensemble 

Church 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Sun.     9:45AM Choir Practice Church 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
This weekend, there will be a special collection for the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious. Special envelopes were provided in 
your bi-monthly mailing and are available at all the doors of the 
church. Please place your contribution in the basket with your 
regular donations. There will be only one collection. Thank you. 

 December 4/5, 
2004 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,006.00 $236,070.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $251,904.00 

Shortfall $1,242.00 $15,834.00 

Even with the extra contributions we received for “Catch-Up” 
we are still over three weeks behind in our operating budget. 
Please bear in mind that this is a very serious situation. We 
have received the guidelines from the Diocese for preparing 
next year’s budget. As is always expected, several of our ex-
penses will be increasing (insurance, taxes, etc.). This is 
something over which we have no control. If we cannot meet 
our expenses for 2004, how will we be able to do so in 2005? 

CATCH-UP SUNDAY RESULTS 
Thank you to those who contributed last week to our “Catch-Up” 
Collection. You gave another $260.00 which brings our “Catch-
Up” collection to $1,356.00. However, that amount, coupled with 
our actual for last weekend, left us again with another week’s 
shortfall! Stewardship applies to all. Are you giving 5% of your 
income to your parish? If you are choosing not to contribute, we 
would very much like to hear your reasons. Are you unhappy 
with the parish as it stands? Joe Loduca, Chair of the Parish 
Pastoral Council will be available outside the front of the church 
after all the Masses this weekend. Please let him know what we 
can do to make our parish the community which YOU are willing 
to support. This means EVERYONE. 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
The Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 
13, at 7:30PM, in the Old Prayer Room, and all interested parish-
ioners are invited to attend. The agenda is as follows: Pastor’s 
Report, Pastoral Assistant Report, and the School Report. Up-
coming events such as a holiday bake sale, parish dinner/dance, 
and the annual parish picnic will be discussed. Plans for the 
church garden, including Timothy Schmalz’ sculptures, the laby-
rinth, the garden benches, and a permanent stand for the Easter 
Fire are items to be addressed. The compilation of a parish email 
list and deanery-wide programs are also on the agenda. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE RAFFLE WINNERS! 

St. Leo’s Senior Center had their Annual Christmas 
Bazaar/White Elephant Sale last Sunday. The follow-
ing is a list of the lucky raffle winners and their prizes: 
     Madeline Serles        Handmade Quilt 
     Taffany Davis            $50 Piedmont Grocery Gift Certificate 
     Helen Gray                $50 Piedmont Grocery Gift Certificate 
     Rita Ferretti                Photograph by Kelly Hope 
     Rosita Dorrance        Surprise I 
     Chandra Miller           Homemade Doll 
     Jim Nemechek           Surprise II 
     Elizabeth Ginty         Surprise III 
     Betty Mahoney          Surprise IV 
We are most grateful for your participation. 

ADVENT 2004 
 

Tuesday, December 14 
2:00 p.m. –  Communal Celebration of  the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 p.m. – Communal Celebration of 

      the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Ameri-
cas, falls on Sunday, December 12, the Third Sunday of Advent. 
Therefore, the feast will be remembered on Monday, December 
13. 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Candlelight Christmas Concert 
St. Jarlath's Church (Fruitvale Avenue & Pleasant 
St., Oakland / Near Hwy 580) is having a Candle-
light Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 
12, at 5:00PM. The concert will feature Lowicza-
nie Men's Chorus under the direction of Agni-
eszka Hajdukiewicz with Guest Soloists: Anna Samborska, so-
prano, Dan Leal, tenor, and Richard Mayer, organist. The Con-
cert Program will include traditional Polish carols, classical mas-
terpieces for organ and a sing-along. Entrance fee is $5.00 at 
the door plus a donation of canned foods for the needy. The 
concert is sponsored by the Polish Arts and Culture Foundation. 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,440,464.12: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $2,202.70  
We now have $7,481.46 which will be paid at the 
end of the fourth quarter to cover our interest on 
the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

LONG-RANGE REQUEST 
In January, 2011, the Parish of St. Leo the Great will begin its 
Centennial Celebration. This is a call to all parishioners to 
spend the next five years jotting down memories of the parish: 
Your first recollections of the parish, significant events, memo-
rable people. For long time parishioners, please check your 
photo collections for any “St. Leo’s pictures”. We will call to re-
ceive these by July 4, 2009 to be edited into a “First 100 
years” memory book. Thank you. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
Catholic Charities and VITA 

Catholic Charities of the East Bay is partnering with 
California's Franchise Tax Board's “Volunteer Income 

Tax Assistance” program (VITA). They are in need of volunteers 
to staff two VITA sites (Oakland, Concord) this upcoming tax 
season. VITA helps low income families who typically receive 
tax refunds to file their taxes accurately and timely. The program 
runs from January 29 - April 9, 2005. The commitment is for 4 to 
8 hours per week throughout the entire 10 week run of the VITA 
program. They will provide you with training in using tax filing 
software. You must have a passion for helping low-income, cul-
turally diverse populations. Spanish or Vietnamese language 
skills are a huge plus, but not necessary! If interested, please 
call Catholic Charities of the East Bay at (510) 768-3153 or e-
mail hr@cceb.org. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Thank you to Darleen Pryds, Ph.D., an Associate Professor of 
Christian Spirituality and Medieval Religious Church History at 
the Franciscan School of Theology (at the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley) for an interesting presentation and discus-
sion last Tuesday. Professor Pryds talked about where competi-
tive sports and spirituality meet. This was the last discussion in 
this series of Theology on Tap, a combination of education and 
evangelization geared toward young adults who feel their needs 
have not been met in the traditional church setting. Keep read-
ing this bulletin for information on the next series. In the Spring 
of 2005 

POINSETTIAS FOR REMEMBRANCE 
At Christmastime, St. Leo’s parishioners are afforded the 
opportunity to have a poinsettia placed in the church in 
memory of a loved one. If you are interested, please pick 
up an order form from the table in the vestibule of the 
Church or the side altar rails. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER 
Scheduling Change 

Due to a shortage of catechists, we have had to 
change the schedule for on-going Christian En-
richment sessions. These sessions will now be offered on a 
rotational basis. The Sunday morning, 9:45AM session which 
meets in the Fr. Lacey Room this weekend is for Junior and 
Senior High students. The session next Sunday, December 19, 
is for intermediate grade level students (grades 3 - 6). The Jun-
ior and Senior High students will meet again on Sunday, Janu-
ary 2, at 9:45AM in the Fr. Lacey Room. 

Teen Confirmation Preparation 
Our next class, Saturday, December 18, has been cancelled 
due to holiday schedules 

EMPTIES 4 CASH 
Thank you to all who have contributed their used ink jet car-
tridges. We received $32.00 from the recycling company, Empti-
es4Cash.  

GETHSEMANE REVISITED 
We have the opportunity to commission 
the bronze casting of world-renowned 
sculptor Timothy P. Schmalz’ latest work, 
“Agony in the Garden”. This is four life-
sized statues of Jesus, James (pictured 

above), John, and Peter. We could do this if parishioners are 
interested in it. We have already received two pledges. This 
sculpture could be commissioned for $46,000, the cost of the 
casting, delivery, and installation. Please see the poster in the 
church vestibule for pictures of the models and for more details. 
If we have enough money pledged to pay for the whole project, 
then we could collect the pledges and commission the work. If 
you are interested in making a pledge toward the acquisition of 
these sculptures, perhaps as a memorial to a loved one, please 
contact one of the parish staff. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
On Sunday, December 12, at 6:00PM we will conduct another 
Christmas Caroling rehearsal at Jane Renoir’s home (913 King-
ston Avenue, Oakland). We will be caroling in the Piedmont 
Avenue area on Sunday, December 19, in the afternoon. The 
exact time will be posted in next Sunday’s bulletin. 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 14, at 2:00PM and at 7:30PM we will 
gather to turn our collective faces toward God and ask for for-
giveness. As we prepare for this service, we should examine our 
consciences. We may ask ourselves in what ways we have 
compromised our relationships with ourselves, others, earth and 
God, and are we ready to have a change of heart? Please join 
us in prayer on Tuesday and experience the loving hand of 
God’s forgiveness. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
Welcome back to the fold. The purpose of the Returning Catho-
lic discussion series is to aid individuals as they ponder return-
ing to the Church and to bring those who have been absent for a 
while current. It may also be referred to as a refresher course. If 
you or someone you love has been away and is thinking about 
returning, please join us on Tuesday evenings beginning Janu-
ary 11 at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. 


