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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 4, 2005 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Dora Ghilarducci, Remigia Grego, 
Emmy Lou Henry, Wallace Homitz, Joan MacIntyre, 
Peter McNally, Inez Milicevich, Fred Peterson,  
Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other parishioners who 
are ill. Please call the rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish 
may pray for you or your loved ones. If you are restored to health, 
please call us so we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

You must call each month to renew your request. 

(For the Week of December 5 11, 2005) 
Monday            12:10PM       Juan Mata & Family† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Matilde Trejos & Family† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Fabio Rivas† & 
                                              Animas Benditas† 
Thursday            7:00AM       Special Intention 
                         12:10PM       Genevieve O’Donnell† 
                           7:30PM       David Rodriguez & 
                                              Conception Garcia† 
Friday               12:10PM       Dorothy Carter† 
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Special Intention 
                         11:00AM       Reynaldo Cuizon† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 40:1-5,9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 1 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8. 

    
Pray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful Departed    

MARY CHEN FANG 
“Rise    to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"   

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO THE GREAT WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 
NICHOLAS JAMES JOHNSON 

 November 26/27, 
2005 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $3,837.00 $250,427.00 

Goal $5,570.00 $261,804.00 

Shortfall $1,733.00 $11,377.00 
The good news is that we collected $1,614.94 in last week’s 
“Catch-Up” collection. The bad news is that we had a shortfall 
of $1,733.00 in our regular plate collection. What is wrong with 
this picture? The week before last, we were 2.02 weeks behind 
in our year-to-date donations. Last week, we ended up being 
2.04 weeks behind. It looks like our “Catch-Up” collection was 
“not a success”! What do you think? 

 
ST. LEO’S  

SENIOR ACTIVITY 
CENTER  

Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 
School District: 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

THE GIFT OF COMMUNITY PRAYER 
At each Mass, the community prays in a special remembrance 
for the person or persons for whom the Mass is being offered. If 
you have someone for whom you would like to have a Mass of-
fered, please call the parish office at 654-6177. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 5-11, 2005) 

Mon.     7:30PM 
    7:30PM 

Divine Mercy 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Rectory 
Rectory 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY 
PATRONESS OF THE UNTIED STATES OF AMERICA 

Next Thursday, December 8, is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Masses on that day will be at 7:00AM, 12:10PM, 
and 7:30PM. 

SENIOR CENTER CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
St. Leo’s Senior Center is having their Annual 
Christmas Bazaar/White Elephant Sale this Sun-
day, December 4, in the parish school building. All 
profits go to support our St. Leo’s community of 
seniors. Also, St. Leo’s Social Ministries Committee will be sell-
ing 12-ounce bags of Fair Trade coffee at the event. They make 
lovely Christmas presents. Do not forget to mark your calendars 
to attend this favorite annual event! 

SATURDAY CHURCH SITTERS 
This weekend the new sign-up sheet for Saturday Church Sit-
ters, during the months of January, February, and March, is 
available on the clipboard, which is on the table in the vestibule. 
Parishioners are needed to come to the church on Saturday af-
ternoons to be a presence in the church. A person in the church 
allows us to open the doors for extra hours on Saturdays. 
Please consider helping with this worthy and neighborly cause. 
More information is available on the sign-up sheet. 

READY THE WAY OF THE LORD! 
What obstacles stand between you and your God? Are you 
ready to clear the path? The Advent Reconciliation Service will 
take place on Tuesday, December 20, at 2:00PM and 7:30PM. 
Please join us and let God straighten the path to your heart. 

DEBT REDUCTION COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. Please 
note the needed increases due to rising interest rates, and the 
fact that we are presently behind on our quarterly debt reduction 
contributions. Thank you for your continued generosity.  

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
Next weekend, December 10/11, there will be a special collec-
tion for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Envelopes were pro-
vided in your bi-monthly mailing and are available on the rails 
and the table in the vestibule. Please place your contribution in 
the basket with your regular donations. There will be only one 
collection. Thank you for your generosity. 



AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Oakland Elizabeth House 
Holiday Arts & Craft Fair 

Oakland Elizabeth House, a transitional resi-
dence for women and children, is celebrating 
art and community at their neighborhood arts 
and crafts fair. Join them this Sunday, Decem-
ber 4, from 10:00AM to 5:00PM, at St. 
Augustine’s gymnasium (400 Alcatraz Ave., Oakland). Pro-
ceeds will benefit the women and children living at Oakland 
Elizabeth House. For more information, please call (510) 658-
1380.  

Voice of Society’s Champions 
on the Stage of the Oakland Museum 

On December 10th, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Ala-
meda County will present Sleeping...It’s a Wake-Up Call at the 
Oakland Museum (San Pablo and 23rd) The Society is encour-
aging men to find their voices and speak their minds to the lar-
ger community. The evening includes an interactive workshop 
with the audience, performance of original dialogs representing 
insight, hope, and courage written by the men with assistance 
from Shakespeare, as well as a multi-media presentation on the 
process the company went through in writing the dialogs. Cur-
tain time is at 7:30PM. Before the performance, there will be 
holiday music and refreshments starting at 6:30PM in the Mu-
seum Store. Free parking is available in the museum garage. 
Tickets at $20 each are available online at www.svdp-alameda.
org or by calling (510) 812-9421. Contributions are tax deducti-
ble. This is truly an evening to wake-up to the gratitude that is 
the essence of the season ahead.  
Perceptions in Art and Science: Different Faces Same Truth 
Through Dec. 18, Wednesday through Sunday, from 11:00AM 
to 4:30 PM, the Hearst Art Gallery at St. Mary’s College (1928 
St. Mary’s Road, Moraga) is presenting Perceptions in Art and 
Science: Different Faces Same Truth. This exhibit features doz-
ens of visually arresting images – images created with the aid 
of math and science. The suggested donation is $2. Parking is 
free. For more information, please call (925) 631-4379. 
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ARE YOU PLANNING TO TRAVEL DURING THE HOLIDAYS? 
You can find times and places for Masses nationwide by visiting 
the website at www.masstimes.org or by calling (410) 676-6000. 

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE 
In January, 2011, the Parish 
of St. Leo the Great will begin 
its Centennial Celebration. 
Please help us prepare for this 
momentous occasion by jotting 
down memories of the parish: 
your first recollections of the 
parish, significant events, 
memorable people. Also, please 

check your photo collections for any “St. Leo’s pictures”. You can 
drop them off at the rectory any time before July 4, 2009. They will 
then be edited into a “First 100 years” memory book. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
A Prayer to Abolish the Death Penalty 

God of Compassion, You let your rain fall on the 
just and the unjust. Expand and deepen our 
hearts so that we may love as You love, even 
those among us who have caused the greatest 
pain by taking life.  
 

For there is in our land a great cry for vengeance as we fill 
up death rows and kill the killers in the name of justice, in the 
name of peace.  
 
Jesus, our brother, you suffered execution at the hands of 
the state, but you did not let hatred overcome you. Help us to 
reach out to victims of violence so that our enduring love 
may help them heal.  
 
Holy Spirit of God, You strengthen us in the struggle for jus-
tice. Help us to work tirelessly for the abolition of state-
sanctioned death and to renew our society in its very heart 
so that violence will be no more. Amen.  

Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J. 
For upcoming events and more information about what you can 
do to help abolish the death penalty, please visit www.
deathpenalty.org. 

              -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $66.51 

We had to “borrow” $2,126.69 from our operating 
funds to pay the first three quarters of this year’s 
interest bills. This means that we have been unable 
to reduce the principal at all this year. We pray that 
we will not have to continue “borrowing” from our 
operating funds to cover this expense.  
We now have $9,592.89 which will be paid to the 
diocese at the end of the fourth quarter.  

HAVE YOU HEARD?  
If you could use some aid in hearing what is said in Church, we 
have a special sound system for your convenience. This is a 
mobile system of earphones to aid one’s hearing that can be 
used anywhere in the Church and has adjustable volume. 
Please see Fr. Tim or Norah, if you wish to use it for a Church 
service and then let us know what you think of it. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER 
 

Catholic Basics 
The final Catholic Basics session is Thursday, 
December 15, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer 
Room. We will use this session to discuss life-
style changes. Please join us for this look at the Catholic way 
of life. 

A Time of Preparation 
For all of those who are preparing to receive sacraments 
please use this Advent season to get ready for the Lord. Each 
of you has an assignment to complete so you will be prepared 
to greet the Lord when he comes in Glory. 

PARTY PLANNERS WANTED 
This Christmas season, the Church of St. Leo the Great 
is celebrating Epiphany with a party. Parish party plan-
ners are invited to attend the planning meeting that will 
be held in the Rectory at 2:00PM on Saturday, December 
17. Your ideas and suggestions will make a difference. 

POINSETTIAS FOR REMEMBRANCE 
At Christmastime, St. Leo’s parishioners are 
afforded the opportunity to have a poinsettia 
placed in the church in memory of a loved 
one. If you are interested, please pick up a 
request form from the table in the vestibule of 
the Church or the side altar rails. 


