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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

NOVEMBER 30, 2003 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER  

Co-Sponsored with the 
Oakland Unified School District 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

 Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 

Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Nov. 22/23, 2003 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,181.00 $220,166.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $230,184.00 

Shortfall $823.00 $10,018.00 
Our shortfall has now gone into the 5 digit range for the first time 
this year.  We are more than two weeks behind in the contribu-
tions needed to keep the parish operations running. We still 
have time to make up the shortfall before the end of the year. 
Let us keep praying for guidance in being wise and fair stew-
ards. Thank you for your generosity. 

(For the Week of December 1-7)  
Monday            12:10PM       A. E. Christiansen 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Olive Kinley† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Molly Gilroy† and Lucy Hannon†  
Thursday          12:10PM       John Sagouspe† 
Friday               12:10PM       Eva Adauto† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Lillian Goff 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Dr. Joseph P. Belber† 
                         11:00AM       Joaquim Cardoso† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5,8-9,10,14; 1 Thes 3:12-4:2; 

Lk 21:25-28,34-36. 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 

St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection this weekend after all the Masses. Your assis-
tance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to help the 
poor and those who have fallen temporarily upon hard times. 
Thank you. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
FOR DEBT REDUCTION 

Next weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. So far 
we are doing quite well on being able to pay the interest on our 
debt but only a little to go towards the principal. Your attention to 
this is  greatly appreciated. Thank you for your continued gener-
osity.  

SENIOR CENTER CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
St. Leo’s Senior Center is requesting dona-
tions for their Annual Christmas Bazaar/White 
Elephant Sale to be held next Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2003, in the parish school building. 
Please bring items you would like to donate to 
the rectory during office hours or to the Senior 
Center on Wednesday morning. Please bring only things in 
good condition and no clothes. Raffle tickets for their beautiful 
hand-made quilt will be sold this weekend after all the Masses. 
All profits go to support our St. Leo’s community of seniors. 

ENROLL WITH EFT 
It Makes Every Sunday Count! 

To date, we have had one sign up for semi-monthly EFT con-
tributions to the operating account, six sign ups for monthly 
EFT contributions to the operating account and six sign ups 
for monthly EFT contributions for our debt reduction. 

NEW DEACON FOR CHINESE COMMUNITY 
Danny Wong of St. Leo’s Chinese Community will be ordained a 
deacon on December 6 at St. Felicitas’ Church. Parishioners are 
invited to join in celebrating with him and the Chinese Commu-
nity here at St. Leo’s after the 12:30 PM Mass on December 7. 
Refreshments will be served in the gym. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of December 1-7) 

Mon.   7:30PM 
  7:30PM 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Meeting: Holy Family 
Celebration Planning  

Rectory 
Rectory 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.     7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Fri.  Parish Office Closed  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
Our secretary, Charlotte Sagouspe, will be on vacation on Fri-
day, December 5. Please save any office business until the fol-
lowing week. 

POINSETTIAS FOR REMEMBRANCE 
At Christmastime, St. Leo’s parishioners are afforded the 
opportunity to have a poinsettia placed on the altar in 
memory of a loved one. If you are interested, please pick 
up an order form from the table in the vestibule of the 
Church or the side altar rails. 

WORLD AIDS DAY, DECEMBER 1 
As we begin the season that recalls Jesus’ entry into the world 
as the Light in all Darkness, it seems fitting that Catholics be 
asked to join their prayers with others in the hope that this pan-
demic (AIDS) be ended. Clergy, religious, and faithful parishion-
ers are encouraged to support and become active in organiza-
tions that provide care for people with AIDS. For more informa-
tion on what you can do, visit www.ncan.org. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
What Does the Church Say 

About HIV/AIDS? 
by Kenneth R. Overberg, S.J 

A frequently asked question is: What does the 
Catholic Church say about AIDS? (Although the church is the 
whole people of God, the question usually means the Pope and 
bishops.) Other questions often stand behind this one: Is AIDS a 
form of God's punishment? How should I respond to my child 
who is HIV positive? Besides suffering from AIDS, why do I suf-
fer so much prejudice and rejection, even from other members 
of the Church? Can we do anything about this world-wide epi-
demic? The Church, in fact, has spoken clearly and powerfully 
about HIV/AIDS. Based on the Bible and on the Church's long 
tradition and especially on the life of Jesus, the Church's teach-
ings have stressed 1) the value and dignity of every person, 2) 
the rights and responsibilities of society, 3) the love and com-
passion of God. 

Where do these points, each deserving special attention, 
come from? Many national conferences of bishops have issued 
statements concerning HIV/AIDS. In the United States, the Ad-
ministrative Board of the U.S. Catholic Conference published 
The Many Faces of AIDS: A Gospel Response in 1987. The 
whole National Conference of Catholic Bishops published 
Called to Compassion and Responsibility: A Response to 
the HIV/AIDS Crisis in 1989. Since then individual bishops or 
groups of bishops have addressed their people. Similarly, Pope 
John Paul II has regularly spoken about HIV/AIDS, either at 
AIDS conferences or during his visits to nations, especially 
those suffering from AIDS in a critical way. (Most of these state-
ments can be found in Origins [www.originsonline.com], the 
CNS documentary service published weekly.) 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Holy Names High School 

Annual Christmas Concert 
The Fine and Performing Arts Department of 
Holy Names High School will present its an-
nual Christmas Concert on Thursday, Decem-
ber 11, at 7:30 PM in the Holy Names High 
School Auditorium (4660 Harbord Dr., Oak-
land). Art students will have their work on display in the main 
hallways. The evening in the auditorium will begin with an open-
ing drama presentation celebrating the Spirit of Christmas. The 
full orchestra will perform excerpts from the Messiah, The Magic 
Flute and the Nutcracker Suite. The wind and string ensembles 
will play traditional Christmas carols. The three choirs have pre-
pared a variety of traditional, contemporary and a cappella sea-
sonal pieces. There is no charge for admission. 

Advent Day of Renewal 
Jesus Loved Being Human 

Incarnation is an awesome concept...divinity surrounding every 
human action. Come prepare during this Advent for the birthing 
of Christ. See how all that Jesus did made sacred our humanity. 
Join Barry Brunsman, OFM on December 8 for a one day re-
treat at San Damiano Retreat House (710 Highland Dr., Dan-
ville). Registration is at 9:00 AM. The fee is $20 per person and 
includes lunch. This retreat will be repeated on December 12 
when Michelle L’Allier, OFM, will join Fr. Barry as a presenter. 

St. Augustine’s Church Presents 
“Advent Graces” 

On Sunday, December 7, at 2:00 PM, St. Augustine’s Church 
(400 Alcatraz St., Oakland, CA 94609) will present the holiday 
music of Janèt Sullivan Whitaker, professional pastoral musician 
and published composer of Catholic liturgical music. Tickets will 
be sold for $15 general admission. For more information, please 
call 510-653-8631.  

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults/Children 

Last weekend, we joyfully accepted Kenneth DeArman, Gaylon 
Parsons and Shane O’Gallagher into the order of catechu-
mens. We welcomed Katherine Lynch, Katherine Miller, April 
Williams, Jack Armendariz, Brendan Doherty, Panravee Lert, 
Elizabeth Kociolek, Emily Navas, Ishmila Williams, Simone 
Bremond, Zyhir Brown, Ismael Hadley, Shakara Hooks, Erik 
Phillip, Joseph Powell, Nathaniel Tran, Jackson Walker, and 
Owen Wilkening as candidates for sacraments of initiation. 
Many of their pictures are posted in the vestibule. The remain-
ing pictures will be added in the next week or so. Please keep 
our catechumens and candidates in your daily prayers. 

Theology on Tap 
The sixth session in the series is entitled “Multiculuralism: A 
Sacred Journey” will take place on Tuesday, December 2, at 
7:00PM at the Kerry House (4092 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland). 
The presenter, Simon Rebullida, is the director of the Filipino 
Pastoral Center in the Diocese of Oakland. This presentation 
hopes to offer a positive view of multiculturalism that can allow 
us to experience God in each other’s cultures. See you there! 

The Advent Season 
The season of Advent is infused with activity. There is so much 
to do and so little time to get it done. God invites us to slow 
down and breathe. St. Leo’s has some tools to make that more 
possible: Tuesday evening Scripture Study at 7:00PM in the 
Rectory, Wednesday Evening Prayer at 7:00PM in the Church 
and Christian Meditation at 10:00AM on Saturday mornings in 
the Rectory. Just the ticket to infuse this season of preparation 
with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

DON’T FORGET! 
Monday, December 1, at 7:30PM there is a meeting to discuss 
and plan the Holy Family Celebration which will take place on 
Sunday, December 28. Please come to the Rectory with your 
ideas and thoughts on ways to enrich our evening together. 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,477,380.71: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $471.40 

Thank you for your contributions this week to our 
Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected thus 
far this quarter for Debt Reduction is $5,525.80 
to be paid at the end of the quarter to cover our 
interest on the debt and to reduce our principal. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

TWO CANDLELIGHT CONCERTS AT ST. ALBERT’S PRIORY 
On Saturday, December 6th, at 8:00 PM, the San Francisco 
University Chamber Singers, under the direction of Joshua 
Habermann, will perform from Brahms, Conte’s Ave Maria, Old-
ham’s Small Flowers, Head’s Little Road to Bethlehem, plus 
other sacred traditional holiday melodies. All will be performed a 
cappella and by candlelight. On Saturday, December 20th, at 
8:00 PM the Schola Cantorum of St. Albert’s Priory and the 
Women’s Antique Vocal Ensemble will perform a Sarum chant, 
English and French carols, and music by Adam de la Halle, 
Costeley, Cozzolani, Victoria, Palestrina, Holst and Rutter. The 
instrumental ensemble, Alta Sonora, will accompany many of 
the selections. Tickets are $20 donation and can be obtained in 
advance by calling St. Albert Priory at 596-1800. There will be a 
coffee and dessert reception immediately following the concert. 
St. Albert’s Priory is at 6172 Chabot Road, Oakland. 


