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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING  

NOVEMBER 23, 2003 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER  

Co-Sponsored with the 
Oakland Unified School District 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

 Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 

Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Nov. 15/16, 2003 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,293.00 $216,266.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $225,180.00 

Shortfall $0.00 $8,914.00 
We had no shortfall last week! In fact, our year-to-date shortfall 
was decreased by $320! Thank you to all of you who have made 
an effort to help us catch up. If we keep this up, we could end 
the year with no shortfall. You also contributed $304.50 for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Thank you for your 
love and generosity! Let us keep praying for guidance in being 
wise and fair stewards. 

(For the Week of November 24-30)  
Monday            12:10PM       Anthony Christian† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Lillian Goff 
Wednesday      12:10PM       All the Faithful Departed†  
Thursday            9:00AM       All the Faithful Departed† 
Friday               12:10PM       Pete Peterson 
Saturday            8:00AM       Laurie Moon 
                           5:00PM       John Curotto† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Irene Gutopdyke† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2,5; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37. 

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO'S WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 

 

JENNIFER ALEGRIA ALVAREZ 
ALEXANDER FERNANDEZ LANGE 

CHARLES DUNNINGTON HUGO MARTINDALE 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection on November 29 and 30 after all the Masses. 
Your assistance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to 
help the poor and those who have fallen temporarily upon hard 
times. Thank you. 

SENIOR CENTER CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
St. Leo’s Senior Center is requesting dona-
tions for their Annual Christmas Bazaar/White 
Elephant Sale to be held Sunday, December 
7, 2003, in the parish school building. Please 
bring items you would like to donate to the 
rectory during office hours or to the Senior 
Center on Wednesday mornings. Please 
bring only things in good condition and no 
clothes. Raffle tickets for their beautiful hand-made quilt will be 
sold this weekend and next weekend after all the Masses. All 
profits go to support our St. Leo’s community of seniors. 

MAKE EVERY SUNDAY COUNT 
Sign up today for Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 

It’s easy and convenient! 
To date, we have had one sign up for semi-monthly EFT con-
tributions to the operating account, six sign ups for monthly 
EFT contributions to the operating account and six sign ups 
for monthly EFT contributions for our debt reduction. Please 
consider signing up today. 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR CORRECTION 
Please note that the Thanksgiving Day Mass time in the No-
vember calendar is incorrect. There will be only one Mass this 
Thursday at 9:00 AM. 

THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
This weekend, St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be hav-
ing its annual food drive to provide baskets of food for families in 
need during the holiday season. Canned and packaged food 
that has not been opened and is not outdated is preferred. Bas-
kets for your donations, including a basket for those who prefer 
to give cash donations, will be placed in front of the altar. Thank you. 

SCHOOL OF ST. LEO THE GREAT NEWS 
The students at the School of St. Leo the Great had a para-
liturgy for All Saints Day on Monday, November 3, which was 
sponsored by the pre-kindergarten, first, and fifth grade classes. 
Also, parent-teacher conferences were recently held in which 
goals were set for each student to work towards for the remain-
der of the school year. 

NEW DEACON FOR CHINESE COMMUNITY 
Danny Wong, of St. Leo’s Chinese Community, will be ordained 
a deacon on December 6 at St. Felicitas’ Church. Parishioners 
are invited to join in celebrating with him and the Chinese Com-
munity here at St. Leo’s after the 12:30 PM Mass on December 
7. Refreshments will be served in the gym. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of November 24-30) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.    
  7:00PM 

Office Closed 
Evening Prayer 

 
Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Thurs.  Thanksgiving Day Office Closed 

Fri.  Office Closed  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
Our secretary will be on vacation on November 26, 27, and 28. 
Please save any office business until the following week. 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,477,380.71: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $335.76 

Thank you for your contributions this week to our 
Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected thus 
far this quarter for Debt Reduction is $5,054.40 
to be paid at the end of the quarter to cover our 
interest on the debt and to reduce our principal. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

MINISTRY CORNER 
Bishops Approve Statement 

on Agricultural Issues 
WASHINGTON (November 12, 2003) --Today 
the United States bishops overwhelmingly ap-
proved a statement raising concerns about the 
ethical dimensions of agriculture and trade pol-

icy. ‘For I was hungry and you gave me food' (Mt. 25:35): 
Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers, and Farmworkers, 
which was passed at the semi-annual meeting here of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, also contains a 
suggested “Catholic Agenda for Action.” 

The statement highlights the pressing need for U.S. Catholics 
to "connect their faith to the ethical and human dimensions of 
food and agriculture issues," according to Bishop Ronald Gil-
more of Dodge City, Kansas, chairman of the bishops' Ad Hoc 
Committee on Agricultural Issues. 

"For too many in our Church and nation, agriculture is a distant 
reality, little seen and less understood," said Bishop Gilmore. 
"The document examines agricultural issues in the light of 
Catholic social teaching, encouraging Catholics to seek the 
‘common good' on issues of food and agriculture and affirming 
the dignity and rights of farmers, ranchers, and farmworkers, 
both here and around the world," said Bishop Gilmore. 

"U.S. agriculture has given Americans and the world plentiful 
food and other products at affordable prices," notes the state-
ment. "However, we live in a world where many are still hungry. 
We live in a nation where family farmers are still struggling and 
where many have lost farms in recent decades. We live in a so-
ciety where many farmworkers are still denied the opportunity to 
live a decent life." 

The document is comprised of a pastoral message, a sum-
mary of Catholic social teaching and its relation to agriculture, a 
compilation of recent statistics on agriculture, and an agenda for 
action. But "this is not just another statement," according to 
Bishop Gilmore, "because agriculture is not just another eco-
nomic sector. It is about food and hunger, the way we treat 
those who grow and harvest our food, and what kind of nation 
and world we are shaping." 

For more information on this and other issues, you can visit 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
website at www.nccbuscc.org. 

PLANNING MEETING FOR HOLY FAMILY 
Monday, December 1, is the date for the Holy Family Celebra-
tion planning meeting. We will meet at 7:30PM in the Rectory 
Parlor. All are welcome to come with ideas and suggestions for 
a fun filled evening. See you there! 

THANK YOU 
Mark Coughlan, a new parishioner, donated a space heater for 
our use in the Fr. Lacey Youth Room. Thank you Mark for your 
considerate donation. 

SATURDAY CHURCH SITTERS 
The Church Sitters’ schedule is slowly filling up. Do you have an 
hour or so on a Saturday afternoon, between 12 noon and 
3:30PM, to sit and be a presence in the church? Saturday 
Church Sitting began in response to parishioners’ desire to 
make the church available for people to pray during non-Mass 
times. Your name on the schedule will help to ensure the doors 
of the church remain open on Saturday afternoons. The sched-
ules are located in the church vestibule on the bulletin board 
and in the parking lot entrance on the bulletin board. Please sign 
both lists. Thank you for your support! 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Advent—Christmas Scripture Series 

You are invited to a prayerful reflection on sa-
cred scripture presented by Sister Frances 
Franey, SNJM. Sr. Franey has studied scrip-
ture extensively. This series will focus on the 
Infancy Narratives followed by the themes of 
the gospel of Luke. The series will be held at 
Corpus Christi Church (322 St. James Dr., Piedmont) on 
Wednesday evenings, December 3 through February 4, from 
7:30 to 9:00 PM. The fee is $45 per person or $65 per couple. 

An Advent Twilight Retreat for Young Adults 
(18-30’s) 

Join in an evening of listening, prayer, reflection, and conversa-
tion at Maryknoll Center (16300 Foothill Blvd., San Leandro) on 
Friday, December 5, from 6:00 PM until midnight. Dinner is in-
cluded and free will donations will be accepted. Please RSVP to 
Sr. Kathy Littrell, SHF at 267-8374 or klittrell@oakdiocese.org. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults/Children 
At this Sunday’s 11:00AM, Mass, the Community of St. Leo the 
Great will formally welcome the inquirers into the catechu-
menate phase of the Christian Initiation process. Many of their 
pictures will be on display in the vestibule. Please keep our 
catechumens and candidates in your prayers on their contin-
ued journey toward God in the Catholic Christian tradition. 

Make Advent Special 
Advent is a season of preparation, waiting, anticipation, and 
hope. Take some time, during this season, to stop and con-
sider the reason for the season. Light the candles of your ad-
vent wreath, sing advent songs, make cookies with your family. 
And if you can spare an hour or so on the four Sundays of Ad-
vent, then please see Norah Hippolyte. 

Advent Evening Prayer 
On Wednesday evenings the parishioners of St. Leo’s gather 
for quiet prayer in the church at 7:00PM. Please make a spe-
cial effort to join us during this Advent Season. 

Theology on Tap 
Prof. Lisa Fullam led a thought provoking and challenging dis-
cussion entitled ”Can You Spare a Dime? A Christian Re-
sponse to the Beggar.” She began with a quick look at our en-
counters with people asking for money, and how we re-
sponded, and what causes that response. She then led us 
through what scripture says to do. She ended with the meat of 
the talk. How does an exchange between ourselves and a beg-
gar impact us? How does it define who we are and where we 
want to go as a person, a community, a nation, a world? We 
were reminded that change takes place in the small actions. 
We meet next on December 2 at 7:00 PM at the Kerry House. 
The speaker is Simon Rebullida and the topic is 
“Multiculturalism: A Sacred Journey.” 


