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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

OCTOBER 12, 2003 

(For the Week of October 13-19))  
Monday            12:10PM       Lillian Goff 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Avelina Irasga 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Gaston Mullebrouck†  
Thursday          12:10PM       Pete Peterson 
Friday               12:10PM       Mary Chow† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Mr. Hseuh-Teng Lee† 
                           5:00PM       Charles Hippolyte† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great 
                         11:00AM       Earl Walker† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-27. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of October 13-19) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.   7:00PM   Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Thurs.    
7:30PM 

Parish Office Closed 
Topical Issues Forum 

 
Old Prayer Room 

Mon.   7:30PM Parish Council Old Prayer Room 

Fri.  Parish Office Closed  

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Juanita Estrellas, Theodora Gamboa, Remigia 
Grego, Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Oct. 4/5, 2003  
 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays & 
Holy Days 

Actual $4,736.00 $187,899.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $195,156.00 

Shortfall $268.00 $7,257.00 
We had another shortfall in weekly donations. This is a serious 
concern for all of us. We are still more than one full week’s worth 
of donations behind and, at this rate, well on our way to being 
two weeks behind. We should all pray for guidance in being wise 
and fair stewards. Visit “Financial Reports” on our website 
(www.stleothegreat.org) to see just exactly what we mean when 
we say that a certain amount of money is needed to run our par-
ish and to support the programs and ministries that we can, 
hopefully, continue to offer. Thank you for your love and gener-
osity! 

OCTOBER MASS COUNT 
This weekend we continue counting the attendance at all the 
Masses. This annual ritual reminds us of the importance of Sun-
day Mass for Catholics. Our whole identity is closely connected 
with the Holy Eucharist. If Mass attendance is declining and par-
ticipation half-hearted, we are in trouble. Faithful and fervent 
participation in the Sunday Eucharist is one sign of a healthy 
community.  

YOU’RE INVITED! 
The Parish Council meeting is sched-
uled for tomorrow, October 13, at 
7:30PM, in The Old Prayer Room, and 
all interested parishioners are invited to 
attend. The agenda is as follows: Pas-
tor’s report, Christian Enrichment report, 
Pastoral Assistant report and School 

reports. Securing a picnic site for 2004, Pastoral Council Day of 
Renewal, Parish demographics, and fund raising events will be 
discussed .  

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO 
OUR HOLY FATHER, POPE JOHN PAUL II 

October 16, 2003 will be the twenty-fifth anniversary of the elec-
tion of Pope John Paul II as successor of St. Peter. The Most 
Rev. Allen H. Vigneron, Bishop of Oakland, has written a letter 
to Our Holy Father, on behalf of the Diocese of Oakland. Copies 
of this letter are available on the church bulletin boards. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
Our secretary, Charlotte Sagouspe, will be on vacation on Octo-
ber 16 and 17. The office will be closed during this time. Please 
save any office business until the following week. 

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations to 

Ron and Sheila Dobbins.  
They were married at St. Leo’s 

on October 10, 1953 and are celebrating their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

CATHOLIC VOICE COLLECTION 
There is still time to make your donation for The Catholic Voice. 
If you did not do so last weekend, please make a check payable 
to this parish and drop it in the collection today. Your contribu-
tion will help our parish defray its assessment for The Voice. 

NEXT SUNDAY, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
Catholics around the world—Catholics in the Missions as 

well—will gather at the Eucharist around the table of the Lord, 
and offer our prayers and our generous help so that the “Good 
News” of Jesus Christ may be proclaimed to the poor and the 
suffering in every corner of the globe. 

The help offered next Sunday, through the Propagation of the 
Faith, will provide for the pastoral and evangelizing work of more 
than 1,100 dioceses throughout Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
the Pacific Islands. Envelopes have been provided in your 
monthly packets and are also available in the vestibule and on 
the side railings of the church. 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,477,380.29: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $1,787.76 

Thank you for your contributions this week to our 
Debt Reduction Fund.  

We have had leakage problems from the gutters 
at the front of the church. We have discovered that 
the problem is a design flaw in the original 
building’s gutters and have found a method to 
resolve that problem. The cost for this will be 
$2,500.00 and we have set that amount aside from 
the Debt Reduction fund. 

The remaining $31,234.24 total collected during 
this last  quarter has  been  paid to the diocese to 
cover $8,059.86 in interest on our debt at 2.13% 
 for the third quarter of 2003. The remaining 
$23,174.38 has been paid to reduce our principal 
to the new    figure above. Thank you for your generosity.  

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

First Reconciliation Preparation 
Meeting 

Monday, October 20 at 7:00PM in the 
Fr. Lacey Room is the first ses-
sion for children and youth who 
wish to prepare for the sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Children and 
youth who have received Eucharist and are in grade 5 or 
higher are invited to participate in this meaningful preparation 
and sacrament. 

 

Topical Issues Forum 
The topic of discussion at this week’s Topical Issues Forum is 
capital punishment. The Church urges us to consider how we 
respond to a criminal’s actions if we are to become a society 
that respects human life. We meet on Thursday, October 16, at 
7:30 PM in the Old Prayer Room. 

 

Welcome to Catholic Christianity 
If you are a baptized Catholic who would like to continue your 
initiation into the Catholic Church, then the RCIA process is for 
you. Inquirers are meeting on Sunday mornings beginning at 
9:45AM. If you would like to learn more about this engaging 
process of initiation please contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-
6177 or stleo@pacbell.net. 
Next week the RCIA will begin with a discussion on Who’s who 
in the Church. 
 

Theology on Tap 
Fr. Declan Deane spoke to us on Tuesday, last week, about 
the Catholic Church’s Spirituality of Inclusion. Fr. Deane pro-
vided some background to the pre-Vatican II Church and how 
Pope John XXIII pushed the Church to make changes. One of 
the responses to Vatican II is that the Church recognizes that 
people do not have to be Catholic to get into heaven. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

 October 16 is World Food Day. More than 
800 million people in the world go hungry. In 
developing countries, 6 million children die 
each year, mostly from hunger-related causes. 

In the United States, 12 million children live in households 
where people have to skip meals or eat less to make ends 
meet. That means one in ten households in the U.S. are living 
with hunger or are at risk of hunger. 

But we CAN end hunger. We have the means. The financial 
costs to end hunger are relatively slight. The United Nations De-
velopment Program estimates that the basic health and nutrition 
needs of the world’s poorest people could be met for an addi-
tional $13 billion a year. Animal lovers in the United States and 
Europe spend more than that on pet food each year. 

If you wish to help, send a check to UNICEF (P O Box 97294, 
Washington, DC 20007-7660), Bread for the World (50 F Street, 
NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20001), or Alameda County 
Community Food Bank (P O Box 24590, Oakland, CA 94623). 
You may also make a check out to our St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety and drop it in the collection basket. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

Fall Study Day for Social Justice Ministers 
On October 18, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, at Holy 
Redeemer Center (8945 Golf Links Road, Oakland, 
CA), there will be a day of prayer, education, and strategizing 
around living the Gospel values of social justice. Sponsored by 
Mary Doyle of the Diocesan Social Justice Office, rides can be 
arranged through Joan MacIntyre at 451-2712. Register by 
sending your name, address, telephone number, and e-mail ad-
dress to Mary Doyle, Social Justice Resources, Diocese of Oak-
land (2900 Lakeshore Ave., Oakland, CA 94610) and include a 
check for  $10.00 for lunch. 
 

From the Concord Deanery 
The Concord Deanery will sponsor Fool for Christ, a one-
woman presentation on the life of Dorothy Day, as part of the 
deanery’s Respect Life celebrations. Sara Melici, a professional 
actress from New York, will appear as Dorothy Day. This theatri-
cal presentation will take place on Sunday, October 19 at 2:30 
PM at St. Agnes Church (3966 Chestnut, Concord). For more 
information call Karen Laible, Pastoral Associate, St. Bonaven-
ture, (925)672-5800, ext. 2214. 
 

Mission Forum:  The Catholic Church in China 
In the early 1900’s, Maryknoll sent its first missioners to China. 
With World War II and the rise of communism, most were ex-
pelled, some were imprisoned, and others were martyred. To-
day, Maryknoll missioners are back in China. Come hear 
Maryknoll Father Leo Shea talk about his experiences in China 
and the challenges and controversies facing the Church there. 
The date and time are October 14 at 7:30 PM. The place is at 
the Maryknoll Center, located at the former convent at St. 
Alphonsus (16300 Foothill Blvd., San Leandro, CA). For direc-
tions or more information call Deacon Matt or Juanita at 276-
5021 or visit the website at http://pages.sbcglobal.net/maryknoll. 
 

Celebrating Our New Bishop 
The Diocese of Oakland has planned an evening of prayer and 
benediction, which will be repeated six times throughout the dio-
cese, to celebrate the beginning of Bishop Allen Vigneron’s leader-
ship.  
October 11, 7:30 PM—St. Anne, Union City 
October 12, 7:30 PM—Most Holy Rosary, Antioch 
October 13, 7:00 PM—St. Jarlath, Oakland 
October 17, 7:30 PM—St. Cornelius, Richmond 
October 19, 7:00 PM—St. Raymond, Dublin 
October 20, 7:30 PM—St. John Vianney, Walnut Creek. 

SATURDAY CHURCH SITTERS 
The sign-up sheet is on the hospitality table for people to be 
Church Sitters. Church Sitters are parishioners who are willing 
to donate about an hour of their time on a Saturday afternoon, 
between noon and 3:30PM, to sit in the church and make it pos-
sible for the doors of the church to be open to all people who 
would like to come in and rest, pray, reflect or enjoy some quiet. 
Church Sitters enhance the friendship between the Church of 
St. Leo the Great and the surrounding community. 



 
 

Paul Giurlanda 
Resource Consultant 

 
 

Born in Detroit, Michigan in 1946, Paul Giurlanda spent the early 
years of his life on the East Coast, attending Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C. in the turbulent sixties, and teaching with the 
Christian Brothers in New York. Moving to Berkeley in 1976 to 
study for his doctoral degree, he discovered that the West Coast 
could be even more turbulent than the East. For the last 25 years he 
has taught at St. mary’s College of California, where he is 
currently Chair of the Religious Studies Department. He loves the 
ethnic diversity, cultural riches, and spiritual vitality of our 
Oakland Neighborhood. 


