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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

OCTOBER 5, 2003 

(For the Week of October 6-12))  
Monday            12:10PM       The Noble Family 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Olive Kinley† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       The BoscacciFamily   
Thursday          12:10PM       Larry Dellarringa† 
Friday               12:10PM       The Miyano Family 
Saturday            8:00AM       Miriam Laing† 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great 
Sunday               8:30AM       Theresa Delgado† 
                         11:00AM       Dr. Joseph P. Belber† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-6; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of October 6-12) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.   7:00PM   Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Thurs.   7:30PM Topical Issues Forum Old Prayer Room 

Mon. 
 

  6:30PM 
  7:30PM 

RCIC/1st Eucharist Mtg 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Lacey Room 
Rectory 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Peter McNally, 
Fred Peterson, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
If you wish to have someone remembered here, 
please call the rectory. 

 Sept. 27/28, 2003  
 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays & 
Holy Days 

Actual $4,277.00 $183,134.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $190,152.00 

Shortfall $727.00 $7,018.00 
We had another shortfall in weekly donations. This is a serious 
concern for all of us. We are still more than one full week’s worth 
of donations behind and, at this rate, well on our way to being 
two weeks behind. We are all experiencing the anxiety that ris-
ing prices have fostered. We should all pray for guidance in be-
ing wise and fair stewards. Visit “Financial Reports” on our web-
site (www.stleothegreat.org) to see just exactly what we mean 
when we say that a certain amount of money is needed to run 
our parish and to support the programs and ministries that we 
can, hopefully, continue to offer. Thank you for your love and 
generosity! 

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO'S WELCOMES OUR NEWEST 
FAMILY MEMBERS: 

 

KEVIN ARROYO AND FRANCIS JOHN COYLE 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL BUNDLE SUNDAY 
This weekend is St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety’s Bundle Weekend. Your donations of usable 
clothing, household items, small appliances, furni-
ture and bedding would be much appreciated. Bags 
are on the side altar rails and on the table in the church vesti-
bule. The St. Vincent de Paul truck will be in the parking lot this 
weekend. Your donations will help many who are in need. 

OCTOBER MASS COUNT 
This weekend we will begin counting the attendance at all the 
Masses. This annual ritual reminds us of the importance of Sun-
day Mass for Catholics. Our whole identity is closely connected 
with the Holy Eucharist. If Mass attendance is declining and par-
ticipation half-hearted, we are in trouble. Faithful and fervent 
participation in the Sunday Eucharist is one sign of a healthy 
community.  

THANK YOU AND THANK YOU 
On October 1, Pope John Paul II accepted 
the retirement of Bishop John Cummins as 
Bishop of Oakland based on Bishop Cum-
mins having reached the mandatory retire-
ment age for bishops of seventy-five. Auto-
matically, Bishop Allen Vigneron became the 
third Bishop of the Diocese of Oakland. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to Bishop Cummins 

for his more than twenty-six years as Bishop and leader of our 
local Church. We also should be thankful to Bishop Vigneron for 
his willingness to be our Bishop and leader as we go forward 
into the twenty-first century. Thank you and thank you to both 
our Bishops. 

VOICE COLLECTION TODAY 
Today is Catholic Voice Sunday. This collection is the annual 
request to support the paper which is the only regular source of 
Catholic news and information delivered to all parishioners in 
the diocese. A $20 donation pays your share of The Voice’s 
costs for a full year. Please make your check payable to the par-
ish, put it in a Catholic Voice envelope (available at all the 
doors) and place it in the first passing of the basket. It will help 
defray the parish’s assessment for The Voice. Thank you. 

HAPPY VACATION, FATHER TIM! 
As you may have already noticed, Fr. Tim’s smiling face has 
been absent this weekend. He has slipped away for a well-
deserved vacation and will return to us, renewed and refreshed 
on October 25, 2003.   

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
FOR DEBT REDUCTION 

This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. So far 
we are doing quite well on being able to pay the interest on our 
debt but very little towards the principal. Your attention to this is  
greatly appreciated. Thank you for your continued generosity.  
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,500,555.09: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $106.36 

Thank you for your contributions this week to 
our Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected 
thus far this quarter for Debt Reduction is
$33,734.24. 

We have had leakage problems from the 
gutters at the front of the church (front and 
garden porches, reconciliation room and 
vestibule). We have discovered that the problem 
is a design flaw in the original building’s gutters 
and have found a method to resolve that 
problem. The cost for this will be $2,500.00 and 
we are taking that from the Debt Reduction 
fund, which leaves $31,234.24 to be paid at the 
end of the quarter to cover our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

RCIC/First Eucharist Family Meet-
ing 

This Monday, October 6, at 6:30PM in 
the Fr. Lacey Room is the first 
meeting with the families of chil-
dren (ages 7 to 17) who are pre-
paring for reception of the sacra-
ments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist) at the 
Easter Vigil in 2004. This is the first of the monthly meetings. 
Please plan to arrive on time. We will be reviewing the calen-
dar, the various rites, faith companions-sponsors, and making 
time for questions and answers. Please talk to Norah Hip-
polyte, if you would like more information. 
 

RCIA/Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Adults who are considering joining the Catholic Church are in-
vited to enter the RCIA process. It is a one to three year proc-
ess of conversion and movement toward Christ. Norah Hip-
polyte would be happy to meet with those interested in this 
process. She may be contacted at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.
net. Next week’s, October 12, 9:45AM discussion is on “places 
in the Catholic Church”.   
 

East Bay Theology on Tap Presents 
“Who’s In, Who’s Out, Who’s Left Behind: A Spirituality of Inclu-
sion” presented by Fr. Declan Deane. Two styles of Christianity 
exist, and Fr Deane believes Catholicism is the one which is an  
inclusive, accepting style where God reaches out in love to all 
on earth. Theology on Tap meets at the Kerry House ( 4092 
Piedmont Ave. Oakland) on Tuesday, October 7, at 7:00PM. 
 

Topical Issues Forum 
Topical Issues continues this week with a discussion on Hu-
man Cloning. There are many ramifications to this very trou-
bling issue. Come to our gathering on Thursday, October 9, at 
7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room to learn about cloning, the is-
sues associated with it and why Christians oppose it. 
 

First Celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
On Monday, October 20 at 7:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room, 
there is a meeting for the children and youth (grades 5 and 
higher) who plan to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time. If you are interested and would like further in-
formation, please contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177 or 
stleo@pacbell.net. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

 "The vision of Christian nonviolence is not 
passive about injustice and the defense of the 
rights of others." It ought not be confused with 
popular notions of non-resisting pacifism. For 

it consists of a commitment to resist manifest injustice and pub-
lic evil with means other than force. These include dialogue, ne-
gotiations, protests, strikes, boycotts, civil disobedience, and 
civilian resistance. Although nonviolence has often been re-
garded as simply a personal option or vocation, recent histories 
suggest that in some circumstances it can be an effective public 
undertaking as well. Dramatic political transitions in places as 
divergent as the Philippines and Eastern Europe demonstrate 
the power of nonviolent action, even against dictatorial and to-
talitarian regimes. 

One must ask, in light of recent history, whether nonviolence 
should be restricted to personal commitments or whether it also 
should have a place in the public order along with the tradition 
of justified and limited war. National leaders bear a moral obliga-
tion to see that nonviolent alternatives are seriously considered 
for dealing with conflicts. New styles of preventive diplomacy 
and conflict resolution ought to be explored, tried, improved, and 
supported. As a nation we should promote research, education, 
and training in nonviolent means of resisting evil. Nonviolent 
strategies need greater attention in international affairs.  

Such obligations do not detract from a state's right and duty to 
defend against aggression as a last resort. They do, however, 
raise the threshold for the recourse to force by establishing insti-
tutions which promote nonviolent solutions of disputes and nur-
turing political commitment to such efforts. In some future con-
flicts, strikes and people power could be more effective than 
guns and bombs.  

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY—THIS WEEKEND 
The truth about the nature of God and man is 
the foundation for justice and peace on earth, 
and for hope in eternal life. God, who is Love, 
wills our happiness. Because God has loved, forgiven and re-
deemed us, we are called to love God and to love like God, de-
fending the lives and dignity of all who bear God’s image, from 
the moment of conception to their natural death. 

NEW AND IMPROVED 
Thanks to the expertise and patience of our parishioner, Charles 
Gittings, Jr. we have a new cover on our bulletin. Next time you 
see Charles, give him a pat on the back for being a faithful stew-
ard and sharing his talents with us. 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
The October 7 statewide election is almost upon us, and we all 
need to make plans to vote. Responsible citizenship and our 
Christian beliefs make it imperative for all eligible voters to exer-
cise their responsibilities as citizens of this state. The decisions 
of “we the people” of the State of California require that all the 
citizens of the state, who can, cast their votes. On the table in 
the vestibule is a League of Women Voters flyer describing the 
pros and cons of the two propositions on which we are asked to 
cast our decision. The county and the state have sent sample 
ballots and descriptions of the candidates and issues to all of us. 
We need to inform our consciences, make our decisions and 
cast our ballots on this coming Tuesday, October 7. This is 
what faithful citizenship is all about. 

CHOIR MEMBERS WANTED 
Positions are open in Tenor, Bass, Alto and Soprano voice 
parts. No auditions are required, nor is the ability to read music, 
just the willingness to learn. For information, please contact 
Laura or Paul Johnson after the 11:00 Mass or call (925)827-
3099 or feel free to speak with any choir member. 


