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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

SEPTEMBER 28, 2003 

(For the Week of September 29-October 5)  
Monday            12:10PM       The Sylvestri Family 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Catherine Rogers† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       The Ciremeli Family   
Thursday          12:10PM       Eva Adauto† 
Friday               12:10PM       Charles Harbour, Sr. 
Saturday            8:00AM       Mary Gancos† 
                           5:00PM       Maria Dolores Tamargo† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Eva Adauto† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8,10,12-14; Jas 5:1-6; 

Mk 9:39-43,45,47-48 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of September 29-October 5) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.   7:00PM   Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Thurs.   7:30PM Topical Issues Forum Old Prayer Room 

WILL POWER 
According to AARP, only 17% of Americans over 50 have a will, 
a durable power of attorney, and a living trust. If you are part of 
the 83% without an estate plan, you ought to do something about 
that. Parishioner, Conswella Byrd, Attorney, offers a free estate 
planning seminar online where you can learn the basics of estate 
planning and the associated tax issues in a full color slide pres-
entation. The site also offers an estate tax calculator. For more 
information and a FREE consultation visit www.conswellambyrd.com . 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Peter McNally, 
Fred Peterson, Josephine Rivas, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Sept. 20/21, 2003  
 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays & 
Holy Days 

Actual $4,627.00 $178,798.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $185,148.00 

Shortfall $377.00 $6,350.00 
You donated $226.00 for the Peter’s Pence collection last week 
but we had another shortfall in weekly donations. We are still 
more than one full week’s worth of donations behind. Over one 
quarter of last week’s offering came from a parishioner’s good 
stewardship of a life insurance bequest. Visit “Financial Reports” 
on our website (www.stleothegreat.org) to see just exactly what 
we mean when we say that a certain amount of money is 
needed to run our parish and to support the programs and min-
istries that we can, hopefully, continue to offer. Thank you for 
your love and generosity! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL BUNDLE SUNDAY 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having 
Bundle Weekend on Saturday, October 4th and 
Sunday, October 5th. Your donations of usable 
clothing, household items, small appliances, furni-
ture and bedding would be much appreciated. Bags are on the 
side altar rails and on the table in the church vestibule. The St. 
Vincent de Paul truck will be in the parking lot on that weekend. 
Your donations will help many who are in need. God bless and 
thank you. 

THE CATHOLIC VOICE COLLECTION 
Next weekend, October 4 and 5, is the an-
nual special collection for The Catholic 
Voice. Your donation helps our parish offset 
its payments for this important communica-
tion ministry. The Voice is the only regular 

source of Catholic news and information delivered to all parish-
ioners in the diocese. Please be generous in your support. 
Checks should be made payable to this parish. 

OCTOBER MASS COUNT 
Next weekend we will begin counting the attendance at all the 
Masses. This annual ritual reminds us of the importance of Sun-
day Mass for Catholics. Our whole identity is closely connected 
with the Holy Eucharist. If Mass attendance is declining and par-
ticipation half-hearted, we are in trouble. Faithful and fervent 
participation in the Sunday Eucharist is one sign of a healthy 
community.  

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY—OCTOBER 5 
There is a wonderful unity, a unity of conviction that life from 
conception to the grave is a gift from God, and we must do eve-
rything to protect it. To be a pro-life Catholic is a task for us all, 
but also a gift because we recognize that life is, indeed, a pearl 
of great price given to us from the loving hands of our Creator. 

CHOIR MEMBERS WANTED 
Positions are open in Tenor, Bass, Alto and Soprano voice 

parts. Are you not sure what voice part you sing? Do not worry. 
We will figure it out. No auditions are required, nor is the ability 
to read music, just the willingness to learn. 

Choir rehearsals are conveniently held Sunday mornings in the 
church before the 11:00 Mass. For information, please contact 
Laura or Paul Johnson after the 11:00 Mass or call them at 
(925)827-3099 or feel free to speak with any choir member. 



Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time     The Church of St. Leo the Great               Page Three 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,500,555.09: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $69.50 

Thank you for your contributions this week to 
our Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected 
thus far this quarter for Debt Reduction is
$33,627.88. 

We have had leakage problems from the 
gutters at the front of the church (front and 
garden porches, reconciliation room and 
vestibule). We have discovered that the problem 
is a design flaw in the original building’s gutters 
and have found a method to resolve that 
problem. The cost for this will be $2,500.00 and 
we are taking that from the Debt Reduction 
fund, which leaves $31,127.88 to be paid at the 
end of the quarter to cover our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

RCIC/First Eucharist 
Is your child involved in the Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation for Children process? 
Do you think your child is ready to 
receive Eucharist? If the answers to 
these questions are yes, then 
please plan to attend the RCIC family meeting on Monday, Oc-
tober 6 at 6:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room.   

Topical Issues Forum 
Thursday, October 2, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room is 
the first program in the Topical Issues Forum. Come and hear 
how the Bishops have responded to the political and social ef-
forts to promote the acceptance and legalization of “assisted 
suicide”. We will begin the evening with a 20 minute video and 
follow that with discussion on the theological, medical, legal, 
bioethical, and pastoral perspectives on death and dying. 
Please plan to attend this informative forum.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) provides a proc-
ess for people who wish “consciously and freely to seek the liv-
ing God and enter the way of faith and conversion as the Holy 
Spirit enters their hearts” (RCIA 1). We are at the invitation 
stage of the process; and if you or someone you know would 
like to join us, this is an excellent time. For more information, 
please contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.
net.  

First Reconciliation 
The preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, also 
known as Confession or Penance, will be offered to children in 
grades 5 or above who have not previously participated in this 
sacrament of healing. Sessions will meet on the third Monday of 
the month beginning in October. Please see Norah Hippolyte to 
have your son’s or daughter’s name added to the sign-up sheet 
by October 7. Our first meeting is Monday, October 20 at 
7:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room.  

Adult Bible Study 
Currently, St. Leo’s has one Bible study group which meets on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00PM in the Rectory. All are welcome to 
join. If you have been wanting to spend more time with the word 
of God, then a Bible study group may be the answer for you. If 
you would like more information please contact Norah Hippolyte 
at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.net.. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

As teens pour back to school, some are con-
cerned about “who” makes the clothes they 
wear. More and more Canadian Catholic high 
school students are looking at their clothing 
labels and raising questions – and demanding 

answers. 
Coalitions of students and teachers want their school trustees 

to mandate uniform suppliers to show and tell. They are among 
an increasing number of budding activists forming committees 
and lobbying various school boards to develop a "No Sweat" 
purchasing policy – one that calls on the board to terminate ex-
isting relationships with uniform suppliers found guilty of unjust 
labor practices. 

They are pushing for more assertive language in uniform-
suppliers’ contracts, requiring full public disclosure of overseas 
manufacturers, agreement to independent monitoring and un-
swerving adherence to International Labor Standards. Though 
the very notion of sweatshops is contrary to their Catholic 
school social teachings, students feel existing contracts do not 
guarantee adherence to that teaching. Corporate accountability 
to International Labor Standards is very lax in this globalized 
economy. 

One 18-year-old says, "I’m a moral person, I don’t want to 
wear something possibly produced in a sweatshop. This is a 
Catholic high school, where we should be encouraged to abide 
by morals and values." For advice on where to buy clothes, visit 
http://www.sweatshopwatch.org/. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
All of us are invited to the 11th Annual Chautauqua 
Celebration. “Chautauqua”, a Native American word 
for “gathering of people”, has become a multicultural 
celebration that brings together the various ethnic 
communities of our diocese. 
        Date:     Saturday, October 4, 2003 
        Place:    Our Lady, Queen of the World Parish  
                      Bay Point, California 
        Time:     Procession begins at 10:30 AM followed by a  
                      Festival of foods, cultural entertainment, and chil drens’ 

                 activities. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Our first session of Theology on Tap was held 
this last Tuesday, September 23, at the Kerry 
House on Piedmont Avenue. Fr. Tom Scirghi, 
S.J. gave a most interesting talk on Baptism as 
sign of and entrance into our community versus 
corporate branding, so prevalent in our world, as  a 
symbol of sham community. A good sized crowd, primarily of 
young adults, had gathered to hear his presentation and to join 
in a lively question and answer discussion. The next session of 
this series will be on Tuesday, October 7 (Election Day), at 7:00 
PM in the same place. Everyone is invited to join us. 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
The October 7 statewide election is almost upon us, and we all 
need to make plans to vote. Responsible citizenship and our 
Christian beliefs make it imperative for all eligible voters to exer-
cise their responsibilities as citizens of this state. The decisions 
of “we the people” of the State of California require that all the 
citizens of the state, who can, cast their votes. On the table in 
the vestibule is a League of Women Voters flyer describing the 
pros and cons of the two propositions on which we are asked to 
cast our decision. The county and the state have sent sample 
ballots and descriptions of the candidates and issues to all of us. 
We need to inform our consciences, make our decisions and 
cast our ballots on Tuesday, October 7. This is what faithful citi-
zenship is all about. 






