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EXALTATION OF THE CROSS  

SEPTEMBER 14, 2003 

(For the Week of September 15-21)  
Monday            12:10PM       Gaston Mullebrouck† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Charles and Kathleen Martin 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Dolores and Joseph Pope†      
Thursday          12:10PM       Pete Peterson 
Friday               12:10PM       Nora Olivera 
Saturday            8:00AM       Claudia Conly† 
                           5:00PM       Gary Lee Dougan 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great 
                         11:00AM       Earl Walker†  

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2,34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of September 15-21) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.   7:00PM   Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:45AM 
  9:45AM  
10:00AM 

Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 
Choir Rehearsal 

Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 
Church 

Mon.   7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul  Rectory 

Thurs.  Office Closed  

Fri.  Office Closed  

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Peter McNally, 
Josephine Rivas, and all other parishioners who are 
ill. If you wish to have someone remembered here, 
please call the rectory. 

 Sept. 6/7, 2003  
 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays & Holy 
Days 

Actual $5,986.00 $169,730.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $175,140.00 

Shortfall $0.00 $5,410.00 
Welcome back! We missed you. All of our vacationers must be 
back with our parish family. Congratulations! We had no shortfall 
this last weekend. Also, thanks to an anonymous donation, we 
were able to reduce our shortfall by an additional $2,000. Thank 
you for your love and generosity! Words alone cannot express 
our appreciation. Keep up the great support! 

Pray for the soul  of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul  of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul  of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul  of our Faithful Departed    
 

DOROTHE ANN ASKREN    
""""Rise to new life!" to new life!" to new life!" to new life!"    

SAN MARTIN SISTER PARISH COLLECTION 
NEXT WEEKEND (a change from last week’s notice), baskets 
will be available at all the exits of the church for our quarterly 
donations to our sister parish, San Martin Sacatepéquez in Gua-
temala. We thank you for your continued generosity.  

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
This year, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross falls on a 
Sunday and takes precedence over the Twenty-Fourth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time. This Feast of the Cross, like so many other 
liturgical feasts, had its origin in Jerusalem and is connected 
with the commemoration of the Finding of the Cross and the 
building, by the Emperor Constantine, of churches upon the 
sites of the Holy Sepulchre and Calvary. In 335, the dedication 
of these churches was celebrated with great solemnity by the 
bishops who had assisted at the Council of Tyre. That dedica-
tion took place on the 13th and 14th of September. Of course, 
the significance of the true cross lies not in the wood itself but in 
the burden that it bore and our response to that great act of 
love. 

PARISH PICNIC 
A delightful afternoon was had by all who attended this year’s 
picnic. Parishioners and their friends were treated to grilled 
hamburgers and hot dogs. Others brought chicken and salads 
and desserts. The weather was just right for a picnic near the 
lake. Thank you to Alex Schmitt who organized the picnic. 
Thanks also to Alan Weathers, Connie Hubbard, Bernadette 
Lufrano, Dorian Laird, Mrs. Robinson, Alema Rayman and eve-
ryone who attended.  

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Next week our parish will participate in the Pe-
ter’s Pence Collection for the Works of the Holy 
Father. This collections enables the Holy Father 
to respond to requests for emergency funds 
from the most disadvantaged throughout the 
world. This special appeal is an opportunity to 
demonstrate justice and kindness to our broth-
ers and sisters in need. Please pray for the Holy 

Father’s works and contribute generously to the appeal. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
Our secretary, Charlotte Sagouspe, will be on vacation on Sep-
tember 18 and 19. The office will be closed during this time. 
Please save any office business until the following week. 

OAKLAND CATHOLIC WORKER 
SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 

This weekend members of the Oakland Catholic Worker House 
in East Oakland are joining us at our liturgies to update us on 
their ministries and to ask for our support. Their service to peo-
ple newly arrived in our country and to the poor of their 
neighborhood is exemplary. Please help the Oakland Catholic 
Worker continue to be a welcoming refuge and a helping hand. 
Envelopes will be located at the doors and at the end of the 
pews. You may make out your check directly to the Oakland 
Catholic Worker. Please give generously. 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,500,555.09: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS:  $20,765.50 

(which includes a generous bequest of 
$18,000.00 from former parishioner, 

Ruth MacEachern ) 
Thank you for your contributions this week to 
our Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected 
thus far this quarter for Debt Reduction is
$33,127.61 to be paid at the end of the quarter 
to cover our interest on the debt and to reduce 
our principal. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) looks 
less like a true regional integration project than a 
“neo-colonialist” plan that will make poor communi-
ties even poorer and will not respect national sover-
eignty, said the Catholic Bishops of the members of 
South America’s largest trade bloc. 

“What we condemn is that the only aim of the project is to in-
crease trade flows, regardless of whether or not it devastates 
everything and everyone in its path,” the secretary-general of 
the Bishops’ Conference of Uruguay, Bishop Pablo Galimberti of 
the southern Uruguayan city of San Jose, told Inter Press Ser-
vice (IPS). 

The Catholic Bishops of the countries of South America’s Mer-
cosur bloc—Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay—and the 
bloc’s associate members, Bolivia and Chile, met September 2-
4, 2003 in Montevideo, the Uruguayan capital, to discuss the 
challenges of integration in Latin America and the “ethical and 
moral’ aspects of the creation of the FTAA. 

The initiative, promoted by the United States, will create a free 
trade zone by 2005 made up of 34 countries with a total popula-
tion of 800 million people and a combined Gross National Prod-
uct (GNP) of over 11 billion dollars. 

The main objections to the FTAA raised by the bishops were 
that it will benefit the richest countries—like the United States 
and Canada—at the expense of the less competitive members, 
and that it will consolidate the hold of “unfettered neo-liberalism” 
on the entire region. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

Christian Enrichment Program 
Last Sunday, September 7, was the starting 
day for Continuing Christian Enrichment formerly known as 
CCD, Religious Education, or Faith Formation. If you missed 
this important first day, fear not! Children and youth are en-
couraged to continue joining our sessions through the 
month of September. Currently sessions are meeting at 
9:45AM in the Fr. Lacey or Fr. Lacey Youth Rooms until we 
can entice a few more people to be catechists. See Norah 
Hippolyte for more information and registration forms. 
 
RCIC/First Eucharist Preparation 
Children ages 6 and older who have not been baptized and/
or who have not received Eucharist for the first time should 
be involved in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Children 
(RCIC) process. Children attend the 11:00AM Mass and 
gather to reflect on the Word of God after the Children’s Lit-
urgy of the Word. For more information or to register, please 
contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.net. 
 
East Bay Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap will be starting its second series of talks on 
Tuesday, September 23, at 7:00PM at the Kerry House 
(4092 Piedmont Ave.). If you would like more information 
about the speakers and topics you may visit their website. 
There is a link to the East Bay TOT website from the St. Leo 
the Great website (www.stleothegreat.org). 

TOPICAL ISSUES 
This insightful and stimulating series of discussions will begin on 
Thursday, October 2, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. Our 
first topic is entitled Embracing Our Dying. The California Con-
ference of Bishops has created a video and discussion material 
in response to the political and social efforts to promote the ac-
ceptance and legalization of “assisted suicide.” See you there! 

JOINING THE CATHOLIC FAITH 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is underway. 
This is a one , two or three year process for individuals who 
wish to discern their desire to make Catholicism their faith tradi-
tion. This process is geared to individuals who have not been 
baptized, who have been baptized in another Christian faith tra-
dition or baptized Catholic but have had no further involvement 
in the Church. We also strongly encourage adults who have not 
been confirmed to participate in this process. The group gathers 
on Sundays at 9:45AM in the Old Prayer Room. If you are con-
sidering this process, please see Norah Hippolyte as soon as 
possible. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
VOCATION DISCERNMENT DAY—Sunday, September 28 

Men and women, 18 years or older, exploring life 
choices and interested in the priesthood or religious 
life are invited to an afternoon of information, discus-
sion and prayerful reflection on September 28 from 

1:30 to 4:30 PM at Holy Spirit Newman Hall (2700 Dwight Way, 
Berkeley, CA  94704). For more information, contact Sr. Kathy 
Littrell, SHF at 510-267-8374 or klittrell@oakdiocese.org. 

JOAN AND STUART MACINTYRE’S 
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

The MacIntyre’s are inviting their parish family to join them in 
celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20. There will be a Mass at 1:00 PM and a reception in 
the gym from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. RSVP attendance only at 
451-2712 or joan_stu_anniversary@hotmail.com. 

PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY  
The pastor reported on the following: there is a drainage prob-

lem in the gutters at the front of the church and we are now get-
ting bids for its repair. There is also a concern about needed 
repairs to the sewer lines of the grey and blue houses. They 
seem to need replacing. Estimates are being sought. The parish 
is looking into electronic funds transfer as a contribution option 
for the parishioners. A meeting next week will be held regarding 
that. The Stewardship Committee will be reporting to the parish 
in the near future. 

The Principal reported that Summer School had over 100 stu-
dents in attendance. During the summer, a great deal of mainte-
nance was done at the school and it now looks spectacular! 
School began August 21, and it is off to a great start with 264 
students. The new Science Center has been completed. 

The demographics study brought to light a few of our miscon-
ceptions about the parish. Just to name a few: we are not as 
poor (with over one third of our households earning more than 
$100,000.) or as old (average age of 41) as we think. We are, 
also, very educated (with more than 65% having college and 
graduate degrees). 




