
ONCE AGAIN, YOU HAVE 
OUTDONE YOURSELVES! 

Thanks to four more generous stewards, we have over sub-
scribed our donations for the painting of the rectory. It is possi-
ble that the painting contractors will find more necessary repairs 
and restoration than provided for on their original bid. That is 
always a possibility. But, we are well– prepared for that eventu-
ality, thanks to all you wonderful people who gave back some of 
your God-given gifts. Thank you! Bless you! 
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In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember: Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, 
Emmy Lou Henry, Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, 
Elizabeth Rodoni, Ethel Steckler, James Wagner, 
Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other parishioners 
who are ill. 

(For the Week of September 13-September 19, 2004)  
Monday            12:10PM       General Stephane Mottez† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Priestly Vocations 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Alan Weathers 
Thursday          12:10PM       Charles & Kathleen Martin 
Friday               12:10PM       Priestly Vocations 
Saturday            8:00AM       Olive Kinley† 
                           5:00PM       Priestly Vocations 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                         11:00AM       Catalina Diaz† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Ex 32:7-11,13-14; Ps 51:3-4,12-13,17,19; 1 Tm 1:12-17; 

Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of September 13-September 19, 2004) 

Mon.     7:30PM Parish Council Old Prayer Room 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed     7:30PM Book Group Old Prayer Room 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Sun.     9:45AM Choir Practice Church 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

Well it has finally happened. We are officially more than one 
week behind. OK. Labor Day is over. Everybody, back to school 
and work. Chop! Chop! Please do not forget those who have 
kept our beloved parish going while you were out and about this 
summer. Nine faithful stewards contributed $1,156.00 of this 
week’s offerings through EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer). Per-
haps they were out of town for the last holiday of the summer, 
but their hearts and their treasures were still here with us. Let us 
see if we can “Spring forward” before we have to “Fall back”. 

 September 4/5, 
2004 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,520.00 $178,256.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $183,680.00 

Shortfall $728.00 $5,424.00 

LONG-RANGE REQUEST 
In January, 2011, the Parish of St. Leo the 
Great will begin its Centennial Celebration. This 
is a call to all parishioners to spend the next five 
years jotting down memories of the parish: Your 

first recollections of the parish, significant events, memorable 
people. For long time parishioners, please check your photo 
collections for any “St. Leo’s pictures”. We will call to receive 
these by July 4, 2009 to be edited into a “First 100 years” 
memory book. Please do not treat this as a New Year’s Resolu-
tion - - made and forgotten. Start now to take some time to jot 
down your memories. You can turn them in to the parish office 
whenever you want. We will remind you of this call once each 
month. Thank you. 

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Next week our parish will participate in the Peter’s Pence Col-
lection for the Works of the Holy Father. This collections enables 
the Holy Father to respond to requests for emergency funds 
from the most disadvantaged throughout the world. Envelopes 
for this collection were in your bi-monthly packets and are also 
located on the side altar rails and at all the doors of the Church. 
Please place your envelopes in the one and only passing of the 
basket next weekend. 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
This year, the parish of St. Leo the Great is blessed with a spe-
cial group of volunteers. These individuals have taken on the 
task of gently guiding others toward Christ. Next weekend, they 
will be recognized and commissioned at each of the Masses. 
Please thank our catechists and keep them in your prayers. 

FREE PARKING LOT MOVIE NIGHT 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 17, AT 7:30PM 

Bring chairs and blankets to see Cinema Paradiso, a wonderful 
family movie all about movies, the love of the movies, movie 
images, and movie influences. It is also about growing up, 
friendship, young love, regret, and the pursuit of happiness and 
is beautifully set in Sicily. This is our second in a series of free 
outdoor movies. Come and enjoy this free movie in the front 
parking lot of St. Leo's, where we will be selling refreshments to 
merely cover our costs. For more information, please call (510) 
654-6177. 

 
COME TO OUR PARISH PICNIC! 

Join us right after the 11 O'clock Mass! We will be at 
Lake Temescal - the "Streamside” site. The entrance is 
off Broadway Terrace. Carpools from the Rectory will be 
available. Please share any of your "lawn" games 
(croquet, volleyball, badminton, tee-ball, Frisbee, soc-
cer, etc.). Maps and directions are on the table in the 
vestibule and on the side altar rails. Come and join us. 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,446,655.44: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $3,017.65  
This amount includes $746.00 which was 
donated by our faithful EFT (Electonic Funds 
Transfer) contributors. 
 
We now have $16,814.18 which will be paid at the 
end of the third quarter to cover our interest on 
the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
Jericho for Justice 

JERICHO was founded in 1987 by Sister Sheila Walsh 
under the sponsorship of the Sisters of Social Service. 

Jericho's purpose has been to protect the interests of poor peo-
ple in California by equipping concerned citizens with advocacy 
tools for systemic change. From its beginning, JERICHO has 
provided focused advocacy at the state capitol and in legislative 
districts to effect structural change in public policies that affect 
those living in poverty. Recognized for its effective work by a bi-
partisan host of legislators, JERICHO is the only statewide, in-
terfaith, non-partisan, grassroots public policy organization in 
California founded specifically to educate and advocate on be-
half of low-income individuals and families. It has been a col-
laborative force from its beginning - - offering people of con-
science an opportunity to ensure fairness in state legislation. 
Sister Simone Campbell is Jericho's current Executive Director. 
Sister Marti McCarthy is Director of Education and Member Ser-
vices. Debra Montero Ortega is Legislative Assistant. For more 
information, visit their website at www.jerichoforjustice.org. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
World Youth Day - "We Come to Worship Him. 

"August 2005 in Cologne, Germany 
The Diocese of Oakland invites you to participate in 
this amazing experience! Pope John Paul II initiated World 
Youth Day in 1984 and, every other year, the Holy Father invites 
the young Church from around the world to meet with him at a 
designated site. Though the event is called "youth" day, it is 
mainly geared for young adults 18 and over. The Diocese of 
Oakland will be making all travel arrangements for those partici-
pating from the Diocese through a travel agency. The Pilgrim-
age will begin on August 8, 2005 with a departure from San 
Francisco Airport and will conclude on August 22 with a return 
flight to San Francisco. All details, including the registration 
form, are available at the Youth and Young Adult website of the 
Diocese of Oakland at http://members.aol.com/oyministry/
page5.html or as a pdf file at http://members.aol.com/oyministry/
WYDInformation.pdf. Space is limited so register early to secure 
a spot for this pilgrimage! For more information, contact Yvette 
Espinoza at yespinoza@oakdiocese.org or 510-628-2182 or 
Grace Cassetta at gcassetta@oakdiocese or 510-628-2188.  

Song of the Magdalene 
A vespers service honoring and reclaiming the story of Saint 
Mary of Magdala will be held on Wednesday, September 15, at 
7:30PM at Plymouth United Church of Christ (424 Monte Vista 
Avenue, Oakland). The service will consist of choral singing, 
liturgical dance and narration. Proceeds will benefit St. Mary’s 
Center for homeless seniors in Oakland. The suggested dona-
tion is $20. It is sponsored by SAGRADA Sacred Arts. Call 510-
653-7196 for tickets.  

Covenant House of California 
Covenant House of California, which provides shelter and other 
services for homeless and at risk youth, will benefit from this 
year's Macy's Passport In Store event on Friday, September 
24th and Saturday, September 25th. For a $10 ticket purchased 
from Covenant House, participants receive special discounts 
including 20% off women's, men's and children's accessories, 
15% off jewelry and 10% for furniture and rugs. Fashion shows, 
food and beauty demonstrations will take place throughout the 
days. To purchase tickets, call (510) 601-0465. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT FOR 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

 
Sunday School 

Today, Sunday, September 12, is the first 
day of 9:45AM classes for children and 
youth. All of our young people are invited to 
join us in the Fr. Lacey Room. These classes are for children in 
grades 3 and higher. If you have not previously registered for 
classes, Norah will be available in the Fr. Lacey Room at 
9:00AM. 

Adult Sessions 
This week the Scripture Study group is reading from the First 
Letter of John; they meet at 7:00PM in the rectory. Christian 
Meditation meets Saturday morning at 10:00AM in the rectory. 
Beginning on Thursday, September 23, at 7:30PM in the Old 
Prayer Room, we will begin offering a 12 week session entitled 
“Understanding Scripture”. If you are interested in joining 
this gathering, please contact Norah by phone (654-6177) or 
email (stleo@pacbell.net) to sign up. Another suggestion from 
a parishioner was to have a discussion about the book The 
DaVinci Code by Dan Brown. This controversial book is caus-
ing waves throughout the country. Read the book and then let’s 
get together to talk about it later this year. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP IS BACK! 
Join us for our first night on Tuesday, Sept. 
21 at 7:00PM at the Kerry House (4092 
Piedmont Ave., Oakland). We will begin 
with Sr. Mary Litell's topic: "Embodying 
Peace: How to Be the Peace You Wish to 
See”. She will share with us about how to 
live our lives in a more peaceful and non-

violent way. Put the upcoming TOT dates on your calendars: 
Tuesdays Sept. 21, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Nov.30 and Dec. 7. 
Look in the bulletin for future TOT announcements. Bring a 
friend on Sept. 21, and we will see you there!" 

WELCOME BACK, RCIA 
With as many other things going full swing 
after Labor Day, our RCIA begins its regular 
weekly meetings. Today, RCIA discusses “the 
meaning of the Mass” during its 9:45AM ses-
sion in the Old Prayer Room. Participants 
have also been reading the Gospel of Mark. 
RCIA, the Order of Initiation, is the Church’s 
process of introducing adults into the Catholic 
Faith community. They meet weekly on Sun-
day mornings at 9:45AM. For more informa-
tion, contact Norah Hippolyte at 654-6177. 

CREEK TO BAY DAY 
SEPTEMBER 18 FROM 9:00AM TO NOON 

Come to Monte Vista Avenue, 1/2 block east of Piedmont Ave-
nue, and help care for the native plant and habitat garden. Call 
238-7611 for more information. 



RAISE THE RAFTERS WITH YOUR SONG 
            Music is an integral part of the liturgy in all Sunday Masses 
at St. Leo the Great. Just as we participate in various ways in the 
liturgy by greeting other parishioners at the sign of peace, by com-
ing forward to receive communion, even by our very presence at 
Mass, so we are called to participate in singing at various parts of 
the service. From Old Testament times through the present, singing 
is the congregation’s opportunity to respond to the readings, to the 
consecration, to the fellowship of gathering, and to voice our being-
in-accord with the activity taking place; an opportunity to more fully 
participate. As part of our worship of our Creator, we offer gifts in 
thanksgiving for what God has given us. Whether operatic or 
coarse, on-key or off, with or without a sense of rhythm, all of us 
have some sort of voice, and this part of our selves is also called on 
to be offered in our celebrations. 
            Liturgy is the work of the people. It takes not only mental 
commitment to be a Christian, it also requires physical effort. Along 
this line, most of the music at Sunday Masses is intended as an of-

fering of the entire congregation, not a performance for the congregation’s benefit by the 
music leaders. Fortunately, especially after the remodeling and retrofitting of our church 
building, we are blessed with wonderful acoustics in this very live space which naturally in-
vite us to sing out and to enjoy, for that brief moment afterwards, the blended effect of all 
our voices becoming one full chorus. 
           A full singing congregation is also a means of outreach to visitors and newcomers. 
Persons attending a service where the congregation doesn’t hesitate to fill the room with 
musical praise, will easily feel more welcome and be more aware of the very alive and ac-
tive community that is St. Leo’s. By singing out in full voice, you can be part of that one 
voice that touches the hearts of all those present, even if you don’t have the opportunity to 
greet everyone in person. Also, those sitting in the back of the church, where most visitors 
and newcomers tend to sit, need to put forth an extra effort to overcome the musical void 
which can prevail in that area of the church. 
           In worship, we are called to put ourselves “on the line”, so to speak. Whether or not 
we raise our hands during the Our Father, or reverence the altar and reserved Sacrament, 
or cross ourselves at the reading of the Gospel, we expect God’s grace, as found in fellow 
worshipers, to welcome us and support us as we support others, no matter what our physi-
cal condition, background, or vocal ability might be. Whether we have a great voice or can’t 
carry a tune in a bucket, we are all called to put whatever God has given us “on the musical 
line” and trust in the grace of those around us to accept it as part of the corporate offering of 
the whole congregation. 
           As the less ordinary portions of the liturgical 
year wind down and as “final days”, Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost are soon to be 
upon us, let us resolve to grow in faith by growing in our 
sung participation. Sing to the Lord a new song, the 
likes of which God may be surprised to hear coming 
from St. Leo’s. 


