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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember: Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, 
Emmy Lou Henry, Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, 
Elizabeth Rodoni, Ethel Steckler, James Wagner, 
Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other parishioners 
who are ill. 

(For the Week of September 6-September 12, 2004)  
Monday            12:10PM       Priestly Vocations 
Tuesday           12:10PM       General Stephane Mottez† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Joe & Tess Martin 
Thursday          12:10PM       Priestly Vocations 
Friday               12:10PM       Alfredo S. Mescallardo, Sr.† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Mary Garner† 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Alfredo Macaraeg† 
                         11:00AM       Earl Walker† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-6,12-17; Phlm 9-10,12-17; Lk 14:25-33. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of September 6-September 12, 2004) 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Sun.     9:45AM Choir Practice Church 

Mon.     7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Rectory 

Sun. After 
11:00AM 
Mass 

Parish Picnic Lake Temescal 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

Gasp! We only received 56% of our weekly contribution goal last 
week. We are now officially more than a week behind in our in-
come. We are just starting the new Fall line-up of Christian En-
richment offerings. Hopefully, we will not have to make any cut-
backs due to lack of funds. Perhaps many of you were out of 
town having a last hurrah before school starts back If that is the 
case, please do not forget to catch up. Please revisit your per-
sonal budgets and see if you are able to increase your giving. 
Are you tithing? 

 August 28/29 
2004 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $2,929.00 $172,580.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $178,432.00 

Shortfall $2,319.00 $5,852.00 

PARISH WEBSITE UPDATE! 
We now have our new Opportunities for Christian Enrichment 
Brochure on the website and have recently completed some 
renovations on it. Visit www.stleothegreat.org and take a look at 
it. We are constantly striving to make our website the best ever. 
We would be most grateful for any comments and/or sugges-
tions for enhancements. 

SECOND PASSING OF THE BASKET THIS WEEKEND 
FOR DEBT REDUCTION 

This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. Thank 
you for your continued generosity. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
The office will be closed this Monday, Septem-
ber 6. Please hold any office business until 
Tuesday, September 7. Thank you for your kind 
understanding in this matter. 

A THING OF BEAUTY 
WILL BE A JOY TO BEHOLD! 

It will be nice to see the old girl (our Parish 
Rectory) with a shiny new coat of paint. Re-
member how lovely she was the last time 
she was painted? The painting begins the 

first part of September. The cost will be approximately $16,400. 
Two more faithful stewards have donated another $200. We 
have collected a total of $14,890 for this project. We only need 
$1,510 more. Please consider helping us raise this remaining 
amount. 

ROADBLOCKS TO FINANCIAL SUCCESS 
A free workshop will be offered on Tuesday, 
September 7 at 10:00AM and 6:30PM, to those 
who want to learn about avoiding some of the 
detours on the path to financial success. If you 
believe trusts are only for the wealthy or if you 
feel you paid more in taxes than you wanted, 
then this workshop has something to offer you. Seating is lim-
ited for these workshops. To reserve your space, contact Norah 
Hippolyte at 925-798-8455 ext. 227. 

RCIA-THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
Next Sunday, September 12, the current group of 
inquirers will gather at 9:45AM in the Old Prayer 
Room. The main topic of next week’s discussion is 
“the meaning of the Mass”. If you are an adult, 
eighteen years and over, baptized or not, who has considered 
complete initiation into the Catholic faith, please see Norah as 
soon as possible. You may also phone Norah at 654-6177. 

TRAVELING CATHOLICS 
You can find times and places for Masses nationwide by calling 
1-800-MASS TIMES (1-800-627-7846) or you can visit the web-
site at www.masstimes.org. 

THANK YOU FROM THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Once again, you have been most generous with your “Fifth Sun-
day” donations to St. Vincent de Paul last weekend. Thank you! 
Your assistance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to 
help the poor and those who have fallen temporarily upon hard 
times. 



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time        The Church of St. Leo the Great                   Page Three 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,446,655.44: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $84.11 
When we include the proceeds from the garage 
sale, we now have $13,796.53 which will be paid at 
the end of the third quarter to cover our interest 
on the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINISTRY CORNER  

Jesuit Volunteers 
Since 1956, more than 7,000 members of the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps have committed them-
selves to working with the poor. They have put 
off graduate school and turned down job offers in 
order to offer alternatives to people who have 

few options. Hundreds of grassroots organizations across the 
country count on Jesuit Volunteers to provide essential services 
to low-income people and those who live on the margins of our 
society. Jesuit Volunteers serve the homeless, the unemployed, 
refugees, people with AIDS, the elderly, street youth, abused 
women and children, the mentally ill and the developmentally 
disabled. JVC has become the largest Catholic lay volunteer 
program in the country. Some job placements require specific 
credentials or licenses, but most JVC jobs can be done by peo-
ple who have a general educational background and a willing-
ness to learn new skills. JVC is more than just a job. Social jus-
tice, simple life-style, community and spirituality: these values 
provide the cornerstone for living out a commitment to faith and 
justice. Visit www.jesuitvolunteers.org for more information. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
Help Available for the 

Recently Divorced 
There will be a workshop to help the recently 
divorced deal with the stages of grief and heal-
ing, using the book Divorce and Beyond. Top-
ics will include self-image, stress, anger, 
blame, guilt, loneliness, growth and more. The weekend work-
shop will be offered at the Family Life Office (2350 Pacheco St., 
Suite 201, Concord) on Saturday and Sunday, September 25 
and 26, from 9:00AM to 5:00PM. A $35.00 donation is re-
quested. However, no one will be turned away for lack of funds. 
Please call Joe Gerhards at 925-682-3314 or Lanai Cline at 
925-676-3338 for information and an application. This workshop 
is sponsored as a service and outreach of the Catholic Di-
vorced, Widowed and Separated (CDWS) of Contra Costa 
County. 

Chautauqua XII 
Did you know that our Diocese has 14 Ethnic Pastoral Centers 
(EPC) for the African American, Asian-Indian, Brazilian, Chi-
nese, Filipino, Ge’ez, Haitian, Indonesian, Kmhmu’, Korean, 
Polish, Portuguese, Tongan, and Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nities? Latino Ministry even has its own department! On October 
9, 2004, from 10:00AM to 4:00PM at St. Anne’s Parish (32223 
Cabello St., Union City), the Diocese will hold it’s annual Chau-
tauqua, A Gathering of Peoples, to celebrate the diversity of the 
Church. Save the date! For more information call Jean Evans, 
EPC’s secretary at 287-3563, or email her at 
jevans@oakdiocese.org. 

WORKERS NEEDED FOR 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL DINING ROOM 

Our parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference is scheduled to pro-
vide three (maximum of five or six) workers for the Dining Room 
on Saturday, September 11, and Sunday, September 12. If you 
are at least fourteen years of age and would like to volunteer, 
please call the parish office at 654-6177 by September 7. 

SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT 
 

During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we will run a faith enrichment infor-
mation series on the Scripture readings for this particular Sunday. Our hope is to increase your appreciation of the 
Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings and, perhaps, to whet your appetite for further scripture study in our group that 
meets on Tuesdays or any other of our Faith Formation programs that will begin again this fall. 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY: Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-6,12-17; Phlm 9-10,12-17; Lk 14:25-33. 
ATTITUDE CHANGE  

Today’s readings ask us to re-think our attitudes and ways. The passage from the Book of Wisdom reminds us that, when it comes to 
understanding, even the wisest person barely scrapes the surface of things. In Paul’s provocative little letter to Philemon, the apostle 
praises Philemon for his understanding of the social order—which included slavery—and for his good treatment of Onesimus. Then 
Paul goes on to drop his bombshell. He tells Philemon that Onesimus is now a Christian and should be treated as such—as a brother, 
an equal. What was Philemon to think? Today’s Gospel tells us that if we are to follow Jesus, we must do some serious planning. 
Then, once all our planning is complete, we have to be willing to accept the fact that our plans are never enough. 
                                                                                                                                                                                c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
Parents of all children ages six to seventeen should consider 
our Sunday morning program for the on going enrichment of the 
faith of their children. We are registering for classes this week-
end following all Masses. The Sunday morning 9:45AM ses-
sions begin next Sunday, September 12, in the Fr. Lacey Room. 

ADULT SPIRITUALITY 
This fall, there are a variety of opportunities for Adults to in-
crease their spirituality. Included in the fall line up are Topical 
Issues, Scripture Study, Theology on Tap, Just Faith, Christian 
Meditation, the St. Leo’s Book Club and Understanding Scrip-
ture. For more information, please see Norah after Mass. 

COME TO OUR PARISH PICNIC! 
As reported previously, the date is set! Next Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, right after the 11 O'clock Mass! Join us at Lake 
Temescal - the "Streamside” site. The entrance is off 
Broadway Terrace. Read the flyer in this weekend’s bulle-
tin. Carpools from the Rectory will be available. Right now, 
we need helpful souls to make "Costco" runs, to arrive 
early at the park on next Sunday to set up; folks to do food 
prep and barbeque, to help serve, and to clean up (at the 
park and back at St. Leo's). If you have a pick-up truck or 
large vehicle, we could use your help to transport gear to 
and from the church. Please share any of your "lawn" 
games (croquet, volleyball, badminton, tee-ball, Frisbee, 
soccer, etc.). Please contact any of the three Picnic Coordi-
nators:  Alex Schmitt at 510-706-0899 (C), Jim Nemechek 
at 510-652-8456, or Stu MacIntyre at 510-451-2712. We 
are going to have fun! 


