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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

AUGUST 24, 2003 

(For the Week of August 25-August 31)  
Monday            12:10PM       Brad Scotti†, Jerome Bacchus†,      
                                               Kenneth Naraine† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       The Maloney Family † 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Anne Marie Sharkley      
Thursday          12:10PM       Teresito Irasga 
Friday               12:10PM       Manuel and Emilia Pisco† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Charles Harbour, Jr.   
                           5:00PM       Mr. & Mrs. Yin Kwen Fan† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great 
                         11:00AM       Earl Walker†  

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Jos 24:1 -2a,15-17,18b; Ps 34:2-3,16-21; Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 

25-32; Jn 6:60-69. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of August 25-August 31) 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Wed.   7:00PM 
  7:15PM 

Evening Prayer 
Catechist Training 1 

Church 
Fr. Lacey Room 

Sun.   9:30AM  
  9:45AM 
  9:45AM 

RCIA 
Catechist Training 2 
Choir Rehearsal 

Old Prayer Room 
Fr. Lacy Room 
Church 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please 
remember: Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, 
Fred Marx, Peter McNally, Josephine Rivas, and 
all other parishioners who are ill. If you wish to 
have someone remembered here, please call the rectory. 

 Aug. 16/17, 2003  
 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays & Holy 
Days 

Actual $4,012.00 $154,129.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $160,128.00 

Shortfall $992.00 $5,999.00 
You contributed $463 for the Feast of the Assumption and $433 
for the Mission Coop collection. However, last weekend we had 
another shortfall. For those of you who are enjoying time away 
on vacation, please do not forget that your parish community still 
relies on your support. Thank you for your love and generosity! 

PARISH REPORT CARD 
The file search about unused envelopes has brought another 

unsettling fact to light. Out of 763 registered families, only 393 
have made identifiable donations since June 1, 2002. By identi-
fiable donations, which amount to approximately 84% of our 
weekly collection, we mean any donations by check or enve-
lope. Loose cash is impossible to track by donor and amounts to 
a small 16% of our weekly collection on average. This means 
only 52% of the registered parishioners made identifiable dona-
tions in the past year. If you want your donation to be identifi-
able and you do not receive envelopes and do not want to write 
a check, there are generic donation envelopes (with space for 
donor identification) by all the church doors. 

We know that many of you prefer to be anonymous with your 
gifts, and we do appreciate your kind support. The present 
economy has put many of us in difficult financial positions. It is 
understandable if some of us are unable to contribute as we 
would like. We are most grateful for our faithful givers. It is time, 
however, for the 48% of our parish family who seem to be giving 
the 16% of our collection to join the 52% that are identifiable for 
84% of the collection in sharing our financial burden. Please 
give this some thought and prayer. Even small, irregular dona-
tions would help to eliminate our shortfall. Anonymous steward-
ship of our treasure is just fine! 

This disconcerting fact concerning the stewardship of our 
treasure raises questions about the stewardship of our time and 
talent as well. Good stewardship of the gifts God has loaned us 
is not an optional choice for us. It is something we will be called 
upon to answer for. May these facts be a wake-up call for all of 
us. 

STOP THOSE ENVELOPES 
At the end of this month, we will be canceling the envelope ser-
vice for those who have not used their envelopes since 2002. 
This will save the parish money, cut down on the waste of pa-
per, and eliminate another piece of useless mail for those of you 
who no longer want it. If you have not been using your enve-
lopes but wish to continue receiving them, please contact the 
office at 654-6177. 

THE ROAD TO CATHOLICISM 
In the early Church, the only way to become a member of the 
Catholic community was to be invited. At that time, the Church 
was similar to a secret society. Today, the Church is open to all. 
The process of coming to understand Jesus’ good news and of 
joining the Church, though, has not changed much over the 
years. If you are interested in learning more about the process 
of initiation into the Catholic faith, please contact Norah Hip-
polyte at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.com 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL THANK YOU 
Thanks to all the parishioners who brought paper-
back books for the St. Vincent de Paul Dining 
Room. We collected about 250 of many, varied 
types and authors. These will be much appreciated 

by our Dining Room clients who need this type of recreation.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection on the weekend of August 30/31 after all the 
Masses. Your assistance with this worthwhile cause allows the 
society to help the poor and those who have temporarily fallen 
on hard times. Thank you and may God’s blessing be with all St. 
Leo’s parishioners. 



             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION              

$1,500,555.09: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS:  $372.74 

Thank you for your contributions this week to 
our Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected 
thus far this quarter for Debt Reduction is
$11,817.40 to be paid at the end of the quarter 
to cover our interest on the debt and to reduce 
our principal. The bulk of this quarter’s 
donations are memorial gifts for two of our 
departed parishioners. These gifts were 
received from and requested by their families in 
lieu of flowers. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  MINISTRY 
 CORNER 

The National Organization on Disabilities (N.O.D.)/
Harris 2000 Survey of Americans with Disabilities in-
dicates that in terms of getting needed medical care, 
things seem to be slowly improving for people without disabilities 
while remaining static for those with disabilities. 

90% of people with disabilities have some form of health insur-
ance, however: 
° They are four times more likely than people without disabili-

ties to have special needs not covered by their health insur-
ance (28% versus 12%). 

° Those with more severe disabilities are more likely to have 
such gaps in their insurance than people with less severe dis-
abilities (40% versus 11%). People with disabilities are three 
times less likely to have received needed medical care over 
the past year than non-disabled people (19% versus 6%). 

° People with disabilities are more likely to put off or postpone 
medical care than their non-disabled peers (28% versus 
12%). 

° These surveys have contrasted whether people with and 
without disabilities are getting needed health care since 1994. 
The gap between coverage has risen from 5% to 13% indicat-
ing that people with disabilities are lagging behind as new 
programs are initiated. 

For more information regarding these alarming statistics and 
what you can do about them, go to www.ncpd.org. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
Christian Enrichment Registration 
If you missed signing up for any of our adult, 
youth or children’s programs beginning this fall, 
then please contact Norah Hippolyte immediately. 
Our program has an official start date of Septem-
ber 7, 2003. You may leave a message for Norah 

by phone at 654-6177 or by email at stleo@pacbell.net. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

The Mass is the center of our lives as Catholic Christians. It is 
for this reason we offer Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) 
for our children at the 11:00AM Mass. CLW is an important as-
pect of the Catholic Christian lives of the children who attend. 
CLW allows our children the opportunity to hear and under-
stand the Sunday readings and gain some insight into how the 
readings impact their lives. If you have wondered what hap-
pens to the children who are dismissed for their own Liturgy of 
the Word, then please feel most welcome to come with them to 
experience church from the child’s eye view. 

SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT 
 

During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we will run a faith enrichment 
information series on the Scripture readings for this particular Sunday. Our hope is to increase your appreciation of 
the Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings and, perhaps, to whet your appetite for further scripture study in our group 
that meets on Tuesdays or any other of our Faith Formation programs that will begin again this fall. 
SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY: Jos 24:1 -2a,15-17,18b; Ps 34:2-3,16-21; Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32; Jn 6:60-69. 

AN UNCOMPROMISED CHOICE 
Sooner or later you have to decide. Faced with a difficult decision, you have to decide what to do. 
Our choices reveal what we really prize. Before making a choice, then, it helps to review our values. Which choice gives the strong-

est affirmation to the principles we hold dear? If we take a different choice, we doom ourselves to living with compromised values. We 
are not who we thought we were. We hold other things precious. 

When Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel at Shechem, he told the people they had to make a choice. God brought them up out 
of the land of Egypt, performed miracles before their very eyes and protected them along their entire journey. This God wanted to be 
their only God. They should no longer serve other gods. They had to decide. 

Joshua said, “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
The people answered the same. 
Before you make a difficult choice, think about how God has brought you to this day. God brought you and your family to safety, per-

formed miracles before your very eyes, and protected you thus far. Remember, then make your choice. 
“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

Written by Paul Turner, © 2002, Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.  

BAKE SALE 
Our Bake Sale is scheduled for next Sunday, August 31, after 
the 8:30 and 11:00 Masses. Your donations of baked goods, 
cakes, cookies, muffins, etc. may be brought to the church Sun-
day morning before either Mass. There is a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table. All funds raised will go towards lowering our 
church debt. The bake sale will be on the sidewalk in front of the 
church. If you have questions, contact Janki DePalma (923-
0946) or Norah Hippolyte (654-6177). 

CATECHIST, FACILITATOR TRAINING 
Today, August 24, at 9:45AM or Wednesday, August 27, at 
7:15PM in the Fr. Lacey Room is the first half of the catechist 
training program. This first training will focus on catechist basics 
and skills. Next week’s training will focus on the particular tools 
and texts we will utilize this year. If you have considered this 
ministry, please hesitate no longer. See Norah Hippolyte for 
more information. 


