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TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

AUGUST 17, 2003 

(For the Week of August 18-August 24)  
Monday            12:10PM       Anthony Blake† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Gaston Mullebrouck † 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Eriberto Gayoso†      
Thursday          12:10PM       Lawreen Li Yang†    
Friday               12:10PM       Nora Olivera 
Saturday            8:00AM       Hugo and Alice Fleüer†    
                           5:00PM       Elizabeth and Ralph Shumm† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Rogelio Alferez† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo the Great  

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-9; Eph 4:30-5:2; Jn 6:41-51 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of August 18-August 24) 

Wed.   7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.   9:30AM  RCIA Old Prayer Room 

Mon.   7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Rectory 

Tues.   7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sun.   9:45AM Catechist Training Fr. Lacey Room 

Sun.   9:45AM Choir Rehearsal Church 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

 

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 

⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
George Batiza, Joseph Dyer,Theodora Gamboa, 
Remigia Grego, Ann Mason, Fred Marx, Ken 
Mastro, Peter McNally, Josephine Rivas, and all 
parishioners who are ill.  

 August 9/10, 2003  
 

Year-To-Date  
Sundays & Holy 
Days 

Actual $4,535.00 $149,605.00 

Goal $5,004.00 $155,124.00 

Shortfall $469.00 $5,519.00 
Last weekend we had another shortfall. Sometimes these short-
falls can seem insignificant, when you look at them on a weekly 
basis, but, it takes little time for them to snowball into a large fi-
nancial hurdle that becomes less and less easy to overcome. 
For those of you who are enjoying time away on vacation, 
please do not forget that your parish community still relies on 
your support. Thank you for your love and generosity! 

NEEDED:   MINISTERS FOR OUR SERVICES 
 

St. Leo’s is in need of Lectors, Acolytes and Eucharistic Minis-
ters to fill the positions of parishioners who no longer are avail-
able for service. Training sessions can be arranged as needed. 
Please call the office at 654-6177 if you would like to volunteer. 

MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE APPEAL 2003 
Fr. Donald MacKinnon, CSSR, will speak at all the Masses this 
weekend on behalf of the Kmhmu’/Laotian Ministry. Envelopes 
for that collection are at all the doors of the Church, on the altar 
rails, and on the table in the vestibule.  

PARISH REPORT CARD 
The file search about unused envelopes has brought another 

unsettling fact to light. Out of 763 registered families, only 393 
have made identifiable donations since June 1, 2002. By identi-
fiable donations, which amount to approximately 84% of our 
weekly collection, we mean any donations by check or enve-
lope. Loose cash is impossible to track by donor and amounts to 
a small 16% of our weekly collection on average. This means 
only 52% of the registered parishioners made identifiable dona-
tions in the past year. If you want your donation to be identifi-
able and you do not receive envelopes and do not want to write 
a check, there are generic donation envelopes (with space for 
donor identification) by all the church doors. 

We know that many of you prefer to be anonymous with your 
gifts, and we do appreciate your kind support. The present 
economy has put many of us in difficult financial positions. It is 
understandable if some of us are unable to contribute as we 
would like. We are most grateful for our faithful givers. It is time, 
however, for the 48% of our parish family who seem to be giving 
the 16% of our collection to join the 52% that are identifiable for 
84% of the collection in sharing our financial burden. Please 
give this some thought and prayer. Even small, irregular dona-
tions would help to eliminate our shortfall. Anonymous steward-
ship of our treasure is just fine. 

This disconcerting fact concerning the stewardship of our 
treasure raises questions about the stewardship of our time and 
talent as well. Good stewardship of the gifts God has loaned us 
is not an optional choice for us. It is something we will be called 
upon to answer for. May these facts be a wake-up call for all of 
us. 

BAKESALE 
A successful bake sale first needs bakers. The Bake Sale is 
scheduled for Sunday, August 31. Your donations of baked 
goods, cakes, cookies, muffins, etc. will gladly be accepted. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the hospitality table. If you have 
questions, contact Janki DePalma (923-0946) or Norah Hip-
polyte (654-6177). 

STOP THOSE ENVELOPES 
A recent search of our files shows that over 100 of our parish-

ioners are receiving monthly envelopes but are not using them. 
At a cost of approximately $0.55 per month, per set of enve-
lopes, we could save over $700 per year by stopping the mailing 
of envelopes to those who seem to have no need for them. 

At the end of this month, we will be canceling the envelope 
service for those who have not used their envelopes since 2002. 
This will save the parish money, cut down on the waste of pa-
per, and eliminate another piece of useless mail for those of you 
who no longer want it. If you have not been using your enve-
lopes but wish to continue receiving them, please contact the 
office at 654-6177. 



             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION              

$1,500,555.09: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS:  $738.02 

Thank you for your contributions this week to 
our Debt Reduction Fund. The total collected 
thus far this quarter for Debt Reduction is
$11,057.66 to be paid at the end of the quarter 
to cover our interest on the debt and to reduce 
our principal. The bulk of this quarter’s 
donations are memorial gifts for two of our 
departed parishioners. These gifts were 
received from and requested by their families in 
lieu of flowers. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  MINISTRY 
 CORNER 

Quality Health Care is a Human Right. Yet 7 million Califor-
nians live without health insurance—24% of the California popu-
lation. The recession and the increased cost of medical care 
have forced many businesses to reduce health care benefits to 
employees. Recent layoffs have added more people to the unin-
sured category. Federal law entitles laid-off workers to maintain 
their health insurance but they have to pay the total cost—
$2,500 for an individual, $7,000 for a family policy. The health 
care industry’s main goal is to make a profit. Brand–name U.S. 
drug makers employ more people in marketing than in research 
and development. 10% of our children have no health insurance. 
19.3% of women are uninsured—the highest percentage unin-
sured of any state in the U.S.. More information is available at 
www.weap.org (Women’s Economic Agenda Project). 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
This weekend we are registering adults and chil-
dren for the many programs we offer at St. Leo 
the Great. The offerings for adults include Scrip-
ture (Bible) Study, Topical Issues, Returning 
Catholics, Small Christian Communities, and other on-going 
services. The sessions for children and youth include Continu-
ing Christian Development, Sacramental preparation and the 
possibility of other activities depending on a show of interest. If 
you would like to learn more, please visit the registration table 
which is located in the church vestibule after all Masses. 

SUMMERTIME FAITH ENRICHMENT 
 

During the summer, when there are fewer events to be advertised in this bulletin, we will run a faith enrichment 
information series on the Scripture readings for this particular Sunday. Our hope is to increase your appreciation of 
the Scriptures, of our Sunday Readings and, perhaps, to whet your appetite for further scripture study in our group 
that meets on Tuesdays or any other of our Faith Formation programs that will begin again this fall. 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY: Prv 9:1-6; Ps 34:2-7; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58. 
YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT 

People who reflect on their diet learn a lot about themselves. They discover their passions and temptations. They learn what they 
cannot tolerate and what they cannot avoid. They discover the effect their choice of food has on others. It may hurt the family farmer 
and help global distributors. 

People who do not eat healthy food pay a price more dear than the grocery bill. You are what you eat. 
The book of Proverbs envisions divine Wisdom as a woman who has prepared a lavish meal. She has built a house and spread a 

table within it. She invites to this table not those who are hungry for physical food, but those who are simple. Those who lack under-
standing may come to this meal.  

Those who dine at Wisdom’s table nourish their mind, not heir belly. 
The meal we share at  church is small: a bit of bread, a sip of wine. But this food and drink is much more. It is the body and blood of 

Christ, the source of all wisdom. 
When we make the Eucharist a part of our lives, we grow in wisdom. We make room for God. 
When we eat the bread of life, we become what we eat. We are the body of Christ. 

Written by Paul Turner, © 2002, Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org.  

DESPERATELY SEEKING CONFIRMED ADULTS 
You are invited to share the gift of yourself with others via the 
role of catechist. We have a growing population of young and 
not so young looking to enrich their understanding of the Catho-
lic Faith, allow their relationship with God to grow and live as 
Christian faithful. Your experience and knowledge along with 
training and preparation will enable you to enrich the lives of our 
participants. Please consider joining the catechist team of St .
Leo the Great. Talk to Norah Hippolyte today about your avail-

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the name given to the 
process of receiving adults into the Catholic Community. If you 
would like to learn more about this engaging approach to a 
closer relationship with God, then please contact Norah Hip-
polyte at 654-6177 or email  stleo@pacbell.net attention Norah. 
Hurry! 

FAREWELL TO THE FITZGERALDS 
Three years ago, the Fitzgerald family regis-
tered in our parish. An event which marked the 
beginning of new life for them and for us. In 
their short time with us they have participated in 
the Christian Initiation process, shared reflec-
tions at the Feast of the Holy Family liturgies 
and moved us into the ministry of Theology on 
Tap. Thank you Michael, Bendu and Colleen for being active 
members of the Parish of St. Leo the Great. Blessings and con-
tinued joy as your journey of life relocates you to new horizons. 

POOR PEOPLE’S MARCH 
St. Mary’s Center in Oakland is trying to send four people to the 
Poor People’s March on Washington, D.C.. They are seeking 
supplies (i.e., blankets, sleeping-bags) and air-fare. For further 
information on how to donate, call St. Mary’s Center 510-893-
4723 or email admin@stmaryscenter.org. 


