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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

MAY 23, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Annie Burke, Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, 
Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, Ethel Steckler, James 
Wagner, and all other parishioners who are ill. If you 
wish to have someone remembered here, please call 
the rectory. 

(For the Week of May 24-30, 2004)  
Monday            12:10PM       Ricardo Adauto† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Clara Hernandez 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Mary Garner† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Mary Lydon† 
Friday               12:10PM       Caterina D’Annibale† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Charles J. Hippolyte† 
                           5:00PM       John Lydon†  
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                         11:00AM       Maria Penaranda 

 
SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 

Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3,6-9; Eph 1:17-23 or 
Heb 9:24-28;10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53. 

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO'S WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 
CHLOE HADDON COLDIRON 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of May 24-30, 2004) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:00PM 

Scripture Study 
Theology on Tap 

Rectory 
Kerry House 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Wed.     6:30PM Contemplating 
the Holy Spirit 

Church 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

Let us not pat ourselves on the back just yet. Yes, we are 
$1,274.00 over our goal for this week and $833.00 over our an-
nual goal. However, what puts us slightly over the top this week 
was the receipt of one parishioner’s annual offering. This means 
that we cannot feel completely secure just yet. If we continue 
our previous downward trend, we will be back in the red soon. 
God bless you for your continued, prayerful attention to this seri-
ous subject. 

 May 15-16, 2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $6,522.00 $100,545.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $99,712.00 

Shortfall $0.00 $0.00 

COME, HOLY SPIRIT! 
Would you like to recite a brief invocation to the Holy Spirit in 
your native language for the Feast of Pentecost at St. Leo the 
Great on May 29 and May 30? To emphasize our many 
tongues, we are looking for volunteers for all our Masses in all 
our languages. Please fill in the sign up sheet on the table in the 
Church vestibule. 

CALLING ALL WOULD BE CATHOLICS 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is currently seek-
ing individuals who are considering joining the Catholic Church. 
If you or someone you know, is thinking about finding out more 
about Catholic Christianity, please contact Norah Hippolyte at 
654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.net. The first step is an informational 
interview. 

ANOTHER PIANO?!?!? 
We are still reeling from the speed with which our generous pa-
rishioners donated the funds to buy our beautiful new piano. 
Ironically, no one is quite so enthusiastic about contributing to-
ward the more mundane expense of painting the rectory wood-
work. So, we have come up with an excellent solution. The 
painting is going to cost $9,200 which is the same as the piano. 
Therefore, we are going to pretend that we need the funds to 
buy another piano and we can, once again, get excited about 
donating! 

OFFICE CLOSED 
In observance of the Memorial Day weekend, the office will be 
closed on Friday, May 28, and Monday, May 31. Please hold 
any office business until the secretary returns on Tuesday, June 
1. Thank you for your kind understanding in this matter. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 
St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection next weekend after all the Masses. Your assis-
tance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to help the 
poor and those who have fallen temporarily upon hard times. 
Thank you for your kindness. 

THANK YOU  TO PARISHIONER, SIMON TANG! 
A parishioner, Simon Tang, has graciously gifted us with a 
beautiful photograph of the façade of the church. It is hanging  
just inside the parking lot entrance to the church on the wall next 
to the stairway to the upper bathroom. For those who always 
come in through the side entrance, it can serve as a reminder of 
what the front of the church looks like! Thank you, Simon Tang, 
for sharing your talent with your parish family. 

PENTECOST POTLUCK NEXT WEEK 
Have you added your name and food contribution to the potluck 
sign-up sheet? We gather next Sunday in the Fr. Lacey Room at 
12:15PM to share good food and enjoy each other’s company. 
Following the potluck, the Parish Council will conduct a Town 
Hall meeting. The Town Hall meeting provides a forum for indi-
viduals to voice their ideas and hear the ideas of other parish-
ioners. Hope you plan to attend this fun afternoon.  



The Ascension of the Lord                        The Church of St. Leo the Great                            Page Three 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,448,418.98: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $137.50 
We now have $6,472.03 which will be paid at the 
end of the second quarter to cover our interest 
on the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

Mystagogia at St. Leo the Great 
This year, nine individuals received sacra-
ments at the Easter Vigil. Since then, they 
gather on Sunday mornings at 9:45AM to 
discuss ways to become more active in their 
new family. The community is still very important to the process 
of initiation. Please continue to pray for our initiates and en-
courage them to participate. 
 

Adult Enrichment 
A few adults have provided feedback about the types of reli-
gious study they do currently, as well as, what types of informa-
tion they would like to know about in the future. Some people 
enjoy doing some type of self-directed study, others enjoy 
group sessions. In the next week or so, please look for the re-
vised Opportunities for Christian Enrichment brochure. We 
hope to be able to support the parishioners in their needs for 
Christian Enrichment whether individual or group study. Thank 
you to those who have contributed their input to our shift in fo-
cus for religious enrichment. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
In this election year 2004, many Catholics feel no 
one candidate reflects fully the social teachings of 
the Church. No candidate appears to have stretched 
his or her thinking adequately to include the life is-

sues that range from abortion to cloning, from fair trade to a liv-
ing wage, from poverty to war. The U.S. Catholic bishops in 
their document, "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political 
Responsibility," highlight our moral priorities. The Church must 
protect human life, promote family life, pursue social justice and 
practice global solidarity. Some voters emphasize abortion to 
the exclusion of other political/moral considerations. While the 
right to life stands as a primary human right, getting the child 
born does not finish our moral, economic and political responsi-
bilities to defend life. Indeed, the bishops proclaim a consistent 
life ethic. Human life is also assailed by hunger, poverty, vio-
lence, the death penalty and modern warfare. The bishops 
write, "A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the 
Church’s social doctrine does not exhaust one’s responsibility 
towards the common good." A single-issue voter trivializes the 
complexity of the life process. Political greatness is defined as 
someone who puts the common good ahead of party and ca-
reer. Given the political climate today, how can people of faith 
set the expectation for a candidate to meet that challenge? To 
read the entire document, “Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call 
to Political Responsibility”, visit http://www.nccbuscc.org/
faithfulcitizenship/bishopStatement.html . 

FR. NICK’S TWENTY-FIFTH ANIIVERSARY! 
Fr. Nicholas Glisson, who worked here from 1994 to 1998, will 
celebrate his twenty-fifth anniversary as a priest at St. 
Augustine’s Church in Pleasanton (3999 Bernal Avenue). The 
celebration will begin at the 12:00 noon Mass on Sunday, May 
30, and will continue with a reception in the hall afterward. Eve-
ryone is invited! 

CATHOLIC VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 
A parishioner, Jennifer Walker, is forming a Catholic Vegetarian 
Society in Oakland. If you are interested in joining or would like 
more information on vegetarianism, please contact her at 510-
393-9381 or email her at jenn_walker2002@yahoo.com. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Thank you to Fr. Tom Scirghi, S.J., 
who gave a presentation on “Penance 
in a Culture of Death” at last week’s 
Theology on Tap. Fr. Francis McAloon 
will be presenting at our next Theology 
on Tap on this Tuesday, May 25, at the 
Kerry House (4092 Piedmont Ave.). 
Join us for happy hour beginning at 

7:00 PM. Fr. McAloon, S.J. will then continue at 7:30 PM with 
his topic: “The Devil Made Me Do It: Discerning Spirits in Every-
day Life”. Bring a friend, and we will see you there!  

WE HAVE HAD A BOOK DEDICATED TO US! 
Fr. John Baldovin, S.J., who presided and preached here at St. 
Leo’s for many years, has dedicated his latest book, Bread of 
Life, Cup of Salvation: Understanding the Mass, to the peo-
ple of St. Leo’s and two other parishes. This book is a guide for 
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the Mass. In Fr. Bal-
dovin’s acknowledgements, the dedication is as follows: 

Finally, I dedicate this book to the people of three parishes 
where I have had the privilege to preside and preach at 
the Eucharist over the past twenty years: St. Leo the 
Great, Oakland, California; St. Paschal Baylon, Oakland, 
California; and Sacred Heart, Lexington Massachusetts. 

We should feel deeply honored. Thank you, Fr. Baldovin! 

SNEAK A PEEK 
If you are used to seeing The Catholic Voice in your mailbox on 
Monday, why not take a look at www.catholicvoiceoakland.org 
on Friday afternoons? It’s all there. 

EXPERIENCE PENTECOST 
On Wednesday, May 26, at 6:30PM, the church will be bathed 
with candlelight, the aroma of incense, and the sounds of beau-
tiful instrumental music. The church will open at 6:30 PM for a 
two hour period of private reflection and prayer accompanied by 
live instrumental performances. At 8:30PM we will be joined by 
Sr. Michelle L’Allier, OSF, who will reflect with us on the mystery 
of the Holy Spirit present in our lives. 

CONCERT HERE AT ST. LEO’S 
The Saringhimig Singers, a Bay Area Filipino choral group, will 
be having a concert here at St. Leo’s on Saturday, June 5, at 
7:30 PM in the church. They will be performing a mix of sacred 
and secular Western and Filipino classics. Please see the post-
ers on the bulletin boards in the vestibule and at the side en-
trance for more details 

GARAGE SALE 
St. Leo’s is having its first-in-a-decade garage 
sale on August 21, 2004. Your generous gift of 
useable items will be tax deductible and will help 
St. Leo’s reduce its debt. Keep a watchful eye on 
this bulletin for further information. 




