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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 16, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Annie Burke, Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, 
Peter McNally, Fred Peterson, Ethel Steckler, James 
Wagner, and all other parishioners who are ill. If you 
wish to have someone remembered here, please call 
the rectory. 

(For the Week of May 17-23, 2004)  
Monday            12:10PM       Isidro Gabayan† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Pope John Paul II 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Vittorio Da San Biagio 
Thursday          12:10PM        
Friday               12:10PM       Maloney Family 
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Luisa Cervantes†  
Sunday               8:30AM       Mary J. Martin† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

 
SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 

Acts 15:1-2,22-29; Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8; Rv 21:10-14,22-23; 
Jn 14:23-29.. 

    
Pray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful DepartedPray for the soul of our Faithful Departed    

MARGUERITE MARY KITTELL 
""""Rise    to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"    

 

THE PARISH OF ST. LEO'S WELCOMES OUR 
NEWEST FAMILY MEMBER: 

DANIEL LEO MINUK 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of May 17-23, 2004) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:00PM 

Scripture Study 
Theology on Tap 

Rectory 
Kerry House 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Mon     7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Old Prayer Room 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

ST. LEO’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
President/Chair: Gilbert Adauto, 7/01-7/04; Vice President/Chair: Elma Penaranda, 7/01-7/04;  Secretary: Joseph Loduca, 7/02-

7/05;   Members:  Evangeline Brown, 7/03-7/06; Charles Gittings, Jr. 7/03-7/06; Stephen Howe, 7/01-7/04; 
Stanton Jones, 09/03-07/05; Bernadette Lufrano, 7/03-7/06;  Angie Minor, 7/02-7/05.  

Ex Officio:  Norah Hippolyte, Rev. Timothy K. Johnson, Sonya Simril . 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

Oh! Oh! We are now $440 behind our annual goal. Maybe some 
of you were out of town for Mothers’ Day? If so, please do not 
forget that we rely on your regular contributions. If you missed 
us on Mothers’ Day, perhaps you could double up this week. 
God bless you for your generosity. 

 May 8-9, 2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,133.00 $94,024.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $94,464.00 

Shortfall $1,115.00 $440.00 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
This weekend, a special collection will be held during all the 
Masses for Catholic Charities of the East Bay. Envelopes for 
this collection were in your bi-monthly packets and are also lo-
cated on the side altar rails and at all the doors of the Church. 
Please place your envelopes in the one and only passing of the 
basket. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, May 30, 2004 at 12:15PM in the Fr. 
Lacey Room is the date, time and place for our 
annual Pentecost Potluck and Town Hall meet-
ing. Parishioners are asked to contribute en-
trees, salads, side dishes, drinks, appetizers, 
and desserts. There is a sign up sheet located 
on the hospitality drink table. Please add your 
name to the list under the category of food you 
will bring. Thank you and see you there! 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
As of Friday, April 29, the Diocese, as a whole, has raised 
$1,859,756.84 towards the Bishop’s Appeal goal of $2.1 million. 
Our parish has contributed $7,620.00 so far, which is 55% of our 
goal of $13,829.42. If you have not made a contribution yet, 
please consider doing so. 

GARAGE SALE 
Do you have an accumulation of still 
useable items in your house, garage or 
basement that you no longer need? 
Would you like to recycle these things 
that have not reached the end of their 
usefulness and put them in the hands of 
someone else who may not have been 
able to afford them otherwise? St. Leo’s 
is having its first-in-a-decade garage 
sale on August 21, 2004. Your gener-
ous gift will be tax deductible and will help St. Leo’s reduce its 
debt. Pick-up for larger items can be arranged, A designated 
drop-off place and time will also be arranged for smaller items in 
the weeks preceding the sale. Keep a watchful eye on this bulle-
tin for further information in the coming weeks. 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,448,418.98: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $198.74 
We now have $6,334.53 which will be paid at the 
end of the second quarter to cover our interest 
on the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
 

Adult Faith Formation 
For many, confirmation was the end of reli-
gious education. Many continue to hear the 
Word and participate in the sacramental life 
of the Church by attending Sunday Mass. A 
movie comes along like “The Passion of the Christ” and religion 
may enter into our conversations more often, then the fervor 
dies, and we go back to our usual banter. The bishops would 
like all of the adult faithful to be thinking about, talking about 
and acting out their Christian faith in visible ways. St. Leo the 
Great is currently in a discernment process to determine how 
we will make Adult Faith Formation the first priority of cateche-
sis. Please contact Norah Hippolyte (654-6177) to learn more 
about the bishops’ statement and to contribute your wisdom to 
the discernment process. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads men 
and women to join together to grow spiritually by 

offering person-to-person service to the needy and suffering in 
the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and pa-
tron, St. Vincent de Paul. As a reflection of the whole family of 
God, members, who are known as Vincentians, are drawn from 
every ethnic and cultural background, age group, and economic 
level. Vincentians are united in an international society of charity 
by their spirit of poverty, humility, and sharing, which is nour-
ished by prayer and reflection, mutually supportive gatherings, 
and adherence to a basic rule. Organized locally, Vincentians 
witness God's love by embracing all works of charity and justice. 
The Society collaborates with other people of good will in reliev-
ing need and addressing its causes, making no distinction in 
those served, because in them Vincentians see the face of 
Christ. If you would like to join the Society or learn more about 
it, please visit our parish website (www.stleothgreat.org) for in-
formation about St. Leo’s chapter. There is also a link to the St. 
Vincent de Paul website. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
First Gathering! 

You are invited to a sacred event of enormous 
importance, when we, the people of the Diocese 
of Oakland, will gather with our bishop, The Most 
Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, to dedicate a sacred 
place from which we can better fulfill our mission 
to become the living body of Christ, for centuries 
to come. This will be the first time that we, as a diocese, will 
gather as one at the site of our new Cathedral of Christ the 
Light (Grand Avenue and Harrison Street, Oakland). There 
will be a special liturgy to bless the ground on Sunday, May 23, 
from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM. For more information, please call 
510-271-1928 or visit www.christthelightcathedral.org. 

MASS OFFERINGS 
A Mass offering is not to be understood as "buying" a Mass The 
Code of Canon Law (canon 946) states: The Christian faithful 
who make an offering so that the Mass may be applied for their 
intention contribute to the good of the Church, and by their offer-
ing take part in the concern of the Church for the support of its 
ministers and works. If you wish to have a Mass offered, please 
call the parish office at 510-654-6177. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
A survey concerning adult faith formation is being conducted 
and the curriculum reviewed to determine if our needs are be-
ing met. Mary Casserly is scheduling a two hour prayer and 
reflection Pentecost event on May 26 at 6:30 PM. Alex Schmitt 
was approached to be a coordinator with two other people for 
our picnic to be held on September 12. This year, the last day 
of classes for our school is June 11, 2004. Registration is com-
ing along well for next year. St. Augustine’s, St. Cyril’s-Louis 
Bertrand’s Academy and St. Pascal’s Schools are being per-
manently closed on June 30, 2004. Flea Market/Garage Sale: 
The parish council has given its approval for the event for Au-
gust 21, 2004. A small committee of three people has so far 
been created to get the ball rolling. A larger group of perhaps 
ten (or more) people will be needed in the days leading up to 
and including the sale. The parishioners will be notified this 
week in the bulletin. Further bulletin notices will be posted as 
the date for the sale approaches. 

FR. NICHOLAS GLISSON’S 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANIIVERSARY AS A PRIEST 

Fr. Nicholas Glisson, who worked here from 1994 to 1998, will 
celebrate his twenty-fifth anniversary as a priest at St. 
Augustine’s Church in Pleasanton (3999 Bernal Avenue). The 
celebration will begin at the 12:00 noon Mass on Sunday, May 
30, and will continue with a reception in the hall afterward. Eve-
ryone is invited! 

CATHOLIC VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 
A parishioner, Jennifer Walker, is forming a Catholic Vegetarian 
Society in Oakland. If you are interested in joining or would like 
more information on vegetarianism, please contact her at 510-
393-9381 or email her at jenn_walker2002@yahoo.com. 

PRAYING IN TONGUES 
Would you like to recite the “Come, Holy Spirit” prayer in your 
native language for the Feast of Pentecost at St. Leo the Great 
on May 29 and May 30? To emphasize our many tongues, we 
are looking for volunteers for all our Masses. Please fill in the 
sign up sheet on the table in the Church vestibule. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Thank you to Dr. Jerome Baggett from 
Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley 
(JSTB) who gave a presentation on 
Catholicism, democracy, and civil soci-
ety at last week’s Theology on Tap. 
Our very own Fr. Tom Scirghi will be 
presenting at our next Theology on 
Tap on Tuesday, May 18, at the Kerry 

House (4092 Piedmont Ave.). Join us for happy hour beginning 
at 7:00 PM. Fr. Tom will then continue at 7:30 PM with his topic: 
“Penance in a Culture of Death: Was God Soft on Cain after He 
Killed His Brother Abel?” In the Sacrament of Penance, we cele-
brate God’s mercy freely given to sinners. How do we under-
stand this mercy here in California, the state with the largest 
death row in the country? This discussion will explore several 
ethical and practical issues concerning penance and capital 
punishment. Bring a friend and we will see you there!  





 

    
_________________________________________________________________________ 

FIRST GATHERING! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
In the winter of 2000, 143 representatives of parishes and organizations throughout our diocese 

met three times to discuss a new cathedral to replace St. Francis de Sales, irreparably damaged in the 
Loma Prieta earthquake. They determined that planning for a new cathedral should go forward. The 
culmination of these meetings was a concept statement emphasizing the themes of Gathering, 
Accessibility, Cultural Diversity, Liturgical Tradition, and Liturgical Space considerations for our 
new cathedral. 

 
Four years and thousands of volunteer hours later, a beautiful site has been obtained for our 

cathedral. It has been given a name, The Cathedral of Christ the Light, in reference to Vatican II’s 
leading document, Lumen Gentium. An award-winning design by world-renowned architect Craig 
Hartman has been selected. Introductory meetings for neighbors have been held. In each region of 
the diocese, cathedral organizers have hosted “town hall” meetings so that all of our parishioners 
have had a chance to lend their voices to the planning of our new cathedral and see a preview of the 
cathedral design model.  

 
Now, you are invited to a sacred event of enormous importance, when we, the people of the 

Diocese of Oakland, will gather with our bishop, The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, to dedicate 
a sacred place from which we can better fulfill our mission to become the living body of Christ, for 
centuries to come.  This will be the first time that we as a diocese will gather as one at the site of 
our new Cathedral of Christ the Light.  

 
There will be a special liturgy to bless the ground on this day. It will not be a long rite – less 

than an hour – but with God’s grace, its effect will last for many generations to come.  
 

Sunday, May 23, 2004 3-4pm 
Grand Avenue & Harrison Street, Oakland 

19th Street BART. Parking at Webster Street, between 23rd & 24th Streets. 
 

 “We need our cathedral for a strong Diocese; a strong Diocese means renewed strength for building 
up our community, strength for supporting our schools and strength for serving people in need.” 

 - Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, Bishop of Oakland 
 

 

QUESTIONS?   PLEASE CALL (510) 271-1928     
 w w w . c h r i s t t h e l i g h t c a t h e d r a l . o r g  

Once Every 300 Years:  
Cathedral Ground Blessing Liturgy



 

  
 
  May 9, 2004 

 
 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

On Sunday, May 23rd, there will be an event of enormous importance for us. 
History will record it as the moment when the Catholic people of the Diocese of 
Oakland dedicated a sacred place from which they could better fulfill their mission to 
become the living body of Christ, for centuries to come.   

 
This will be the first time that we as a diocese will gather as one at the site from 

which our new Cathedral of Christ the Light will emerge. We will mark the occasion 
with a special liturgy to bless the ground on this day. It will not be a long rite – less 
than an hour – but with God’s grace, its effect will last for many generations to come.  

 
Sunday, May 23, 2004 

3 PM 
Grand Avenue and Harrison Street 

Oakland 
 
We in the East Bay have been blessed with a brilliant radiance of rich cultural 

traditions. Even before it is built, our cathedral can strengthen our diocese by offering 
a welcoming gathering place for everyone. I invite you, your family, and friends to 
join with your fellow members of our diocese to help celebrate this great day. 
 

                                    Yours in Christ the Light, 
 

   † Allen H. VigneronAllen H. VigneronAllen H. VigneronAllen H. Vigneron 
  The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron 

 Bishop of Oakland 
  

 
 

 




