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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  

MARCH 14, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
If you wish to have someone remembered here, 
please call the rectory. 

Good news! We have no shortfall this week and our year-to-date 
shortfall has disappeared for the time being. Of course, last 
week was the first week of the month and many of you make 
your contributions for the month on the first Sunday. Also, on 
March 5, six of our parishioners made $1,026.00 in contributions 
to our Operating Fund through EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer). 
These contributions helped us catch up. Let us pray that we 
continue to grow as good stewards of God’s gifts to us. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

 March 6/7, 2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,583.00 $53,321.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $52,480.00 

Shortfall $0.00 $0.00 

(For the Week of March 15-March 21)  
Monday            12:10PM       Joseph Dyer† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Diane Lewis 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Gaston Mullebrouck† 
Thursday          12:10PM       John Ricci† 
Friday               12:10PM       Juanita Reyes 
Saturday            8:00AM       Mary and James Melichar† 
                           5:00PM       Dora Perez† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Charles Friman† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2,6-9; Rom 5:1-2,5-8; 

Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15,196-26,39a,40-42. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of March 15-March 21) 

Mon.     7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Rectory 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Wed.     7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

 Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 

Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2004!? 
St. Leo’s Senior Center is collecting items for their Christmas 
Bazaar Grab Bags. These things must be new. They also are in 
need of Christmas wrapping paper. Thanks for your help. 

FAREWELL TO ROLANDO AND WELCOME RAFAEL  
Rolando Lopez-Castro, our beloved “Man Friday,”  will be mov-
ing to North Carolina in the near future. His last day with us is 
this Sunday, March 14. We have been blessed with a very com-
petent young man as his replacement. His name is Rafael Man-
cia. Please join us for hospitality this weekend to bid farewell to 
Rolando and welcome to Rafael. 

EASTER FLOWER REMEMBERANCE 
If you would like to offer Easter flowers in re-
membrance of a loved one, please fill out one of 
the forms which are available on the table in the 
vestibule and on the altar rails by both side 
doors of the church. The donation for each re-
membrance is $10.00. You may place your 
forms and donations in the regular collection or 
drop them off at the rectory.        

BI-MONTHLY ENVELOPE SERVICE 
Several months ago, we discontinued the en-
velope service for those of you who no longer 
used the envelopes and did not wish to have 
them sent. In a further effort to save money, 
we will begin sending out packets of envelopes for two months 
at a time beginning with April/May, 2004. Thank you, in ad-
vance, for your understanding. We believe that this change is 
cost effective and should not inconvenience you. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 
The Parish Council met this last Tuesday and began their meet-
ing with a discussion of the Council’s relationship to the Parish 
Finance Council, administration, and staff. They received up-
dates on the parish’s Faith Formation activities, programs, 
events, and school’s activities. A nominating committee was ap-
pointed to begin the process of looking for new members for the 
Council. There was discussion about the parish picnic, a dinner/
dance for the fall, the implementation of the JustFaith project 
and discussion about our need for a new piano. 

AMERICAN BISHOPS’OVERSEAS APPEALCOLLECTION 
Next weekend, there will be a collection for the American Bish-
ops’ Overseas appeal which supports agencies that build the 
international social ministry of the Catholic Church. Envelopes 
are in the monthly packets for those who receive them and are 
also available at all the doors of the Church. Please place your 
envelopes in the first passing of the basket. 

LENTEN OBSERVANCE 
Lent is a time of greater focus on the cross and re-
membering our baptism. It is a time to reflect on our 
sinful mistakes and repent them. Through additional 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we seek to  reform 
our lives in Christ.  

 Prayer                                     
Reading scripture is one additional way to bring more prayer 
into our lives. Other possibilities include: joining our Scripture 
Study on Tuesdays at 7:00PM in the Rectory; Evening Prayer, 
held on Wednesdays at 7:00PM in the Church; Stations of the 
Cross, held on Fridays after the 12:10PM Mass; and Christian 
Meditation, on Saturdays at 10:00AM in the Rectory.  
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,451,014.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $2,937.30 

In addition to this, seven of our parishioners contributed 
$655.00 to our Debt Reduction Fund through Electronic 
funds Transfer (EFT). We now have $9,211.64 which 
will be paid at the end of the quarter to cover our 
interest on the debt and to reduce our principal. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
Purification and Enlightenment 

The Rite of Election of Catechu-
mens and Recognition of Candi-
dates marked the entrance of our 
“elect” and candidates into the third 
phase of the initiation process. This 
phase, titled purification and 
enlightenment, is most noted for 
the scrutinies which take place on the third, fourth and fifth 
Sundays of Lent. Years ago the Church recognized the cate-
chetical significance of the gospel readings we will hear on 
these three Sundays, “the woman at the well”, “the man born 
blind”, and “the raising of Lazarus from the dead”. Each of 
these gospels is an example of conversion in the people. 
These gospels are used today to invoke a similar conversion or 
“change of heart” in our elect as well as all the faithful. As you 
listen to these familiar readings put yourself in the shoes of one 
hearing them for the first time. Experience the gift that is Jesus! 
 

Lenten Evening Prayer 
Evening Prayer, also known as Vespers, resumes this week on 
Wednesday evening at 7:00PM in the church. We gather 
around the tabernacle for quiet prayer and reflection. Please 
plan to join us for this special event of Lent. 
 

Welcome Home Returning Catholics 
We meet on Tuesday evening at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer 
Room. This week’s topic is “Spirituality and Catholic Christian-
ity.” We will be examining different paths people have used 
over the years to lead them to a God-focused life and lifestyle. 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Each Friday, following the 12:10PM Mass, the Stations of the 
Cross are prayed in the church. This prayer reminds us  of the 
passion and sacrifice our Lord made to secure eternal life for 
us. 

ST. LEO’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
President/Chair: Gilbert Adauto, 7/01-7/04; Vice President/Chair: Elma Penaranda, 7/01-7/04;  Secretary: Joseph Loduca, 7/02-

7/05;   Members:  Evangeline Brown, 7/03-7/06; Charles Gittings, Jr. 7/03-7/06; Stephen Howe, 7/01-7/04; 
Stanton Jones, 09/03-07/05; Bernadette Lufrano, 7/03-7/06;  Angie Minor, 7/02-7/05.  

Ex Officio:  Norah Hippolyte, Rev. Timothy K. Johnson, Sonya Simril . 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  

Protect Haitians at Risk 
Haiti is a nation in turmoil. The political unrest, 
conflict, and chaos continue. Requiring Haitians to 
return to their country under present conditions 
would be a serious threat to their security. Tempo-
rary Protected Status (TPS) will permit Haitians, 

presently in the United States, to reside here and qualify for 
work authorization for 18 months. It would thus guarantee their 
safety until there is political stability and an end to the armed 
conflict in that country. Action Needed: Contact President 
George W. Bush and the Secretary of Homeland Security, Tom 
Ridge, at (202)456-1111 or email him at president@whitehouse.
gov  Ask for Temporary Protected Status for Haitians currently 
in the United States, for a period of 18 months. The TPS pro-
gram was established to provide protection to people who are 
temporarily unable to return to their homelands because of a 
serious, ongoing, armed conflict—exactly the situation in Haiti 
now. Please speak out to affirm the United States tradition of 
caring for and protection of persons in vulnerable positions. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Lenten Communal Penance Services 

The following is a schedule of the Lenten Com-
munal Penance Services that are taking place 
here and at other churches in our local area: 
          St. Leo the Great:: 
                    Tuesday, March 30, at 2:00PM and 7:30PM 
          Corpus Christi: 
                    Wednesday, March 24, at 7:30PM 
          St. Theresa: 
                    Tuesday, March 30, at 7:00PM 
          Our Lady of Lourdes: 
                    Wednesday, March 31, at 7:00PM 

Is God Calling you to Religious Life or Priesthood? 
Come to Burning Questions, at Holy Names College, Bay Vista 
Room (next to the Chapel at 3500 Mountain Blvd., Oakland) on 
Sunday, March 28, from 1:30 to 4:30PM, for an afternoon of in-
formation, discussion and prayerful reflection with time to ex-
plore answers to your burning questions. Women and men 18 
years or older are invited. RSVP: Sr. Kathy Littrell, SHF, Dio-
cese of Oakland, 510-267-8374 or klittrell@oakdiocese.org. 

More Than Friends, My Beloved Ones 
As Christians, during Lent, we prepare for the resurrection of 
Jesus by embodying his great LOVE STORY for all humanity — 
The Passion. San Damiano Retreat House (710 Highland Dr., 
Danville) invites you to come, join with other followers of Jesus 
for a day of reflection and prayer, and experience the honor of 
being “the beloved”. The dates are March 17, 22, 25, and 31 
from 9:30AM to 3:00PM. For more information, visit www.
sandamiano.org or call 925-837-9141. 

2004 BISHOP’S APPEAL UPDATE 
If you have not made your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal, please 
consider pledging or making a contribution at this time. The 
Bishop’s Appeal continues to be necessary because there are 
needs in the Diocese that cannot be effectively fulfilled by the 
individual or by the local parish. 
 
⇒ Our goal for 2004                                            $13,829.42 
⇒ Total donations and pledges as of 03/07/04   $5,515.00 
⇒ Amount outstanding                                         $8,314.42 

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
Proceeds raised through Operation Rice 
Bowl will help those  less fortunate in 
our diocese and around the world. All 
families are asked to take home a card-
board Rice Bowl, located on the table 
and rails in Church, and to use it to col-
lect savings from simpler family Lenten 
meals. These can be returned to the 
Church during the Easter Triduum. 











Rafael Mancia-Landaverde 
Building Maintenance/Service 

 
Rafael was born in the city of San Salvador, El Salvador on February 5, 1984.  He is of Ma-
yan ancestry and came to the United States in February, 1989.  Rafael has a father, mother 
and two sisters living in East Oakland. 
 
Rafael has been learning a lot in the past 13 years and will continue to learn new things in 
the future.  He used to work at Auto Zone, part time, as a sales associate representative.  He 
quit later in the year because of school.  He has been without a job for a couple of months.  
Then he found a job at St. Leo the Great Church as a maintenance person.  His dream is to 
pay all his tickets and fines to the county so that he can get back in school and major in 
something that he likes. 
 
He is happy to be working at the Church of St. Leo the Great full time, he is in charge of the 
after-Mass hospitality, some of the building maintenance, and other support services for the 
parish community.  He began his service to St. Leo the Great in the beginning of March, 
2004. 
 
He is now working hard so that he can fix his problems and get back in school to learn what 
he doesn’t know. 


