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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  

MARCH 7, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, Barbara O’Dea, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

The Ash Wednesday offerings amounted to $1,357.50. Even 
with this extra amount, our shortfall has grown to $529 for the 
year. On March 5, seven of our parishioners will be making their 
contributions through EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer). These 
contributions will help us catch up. We also have parishioners 
that contribute on the twentieth of each month. To those of you 
who choose to contribute in this way, thank you for caring 
enough to let us count on you! Please consider trying EFT. It is 
the wave of the future. Thank you for your generosity. 

 Feb. 28/29, 2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $3,859.00 $46,703.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $47,232.00 

Shortfall $1,389.00 $529.00 

(For the Week of March 8-March 14)  
Monday            12:10PM       Olive Kinley† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Joseph Dyer† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Tony Caputo† 
Thursday          12:10PM        
Friday               12:10PM       Mayme O’Connell† 
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Julietta Alferez†, 
                                              Rogelio Alferez†, Danilo Alferez†, 
                                              and Antonio Amores† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                         11:00AM       Earl Walker† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Gn 15:5-12,17-18; Ps 27:1,7-9,13-14; Phil 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-

4:1; Lk 9:28b-36. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of March 8-March 14) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

Mon.     7:30PM Parish Council Old Prayer Room 

Wed.     7:00PM 
 
After the 
Movie 

The Passion of 
the Christ 

Discussion with 
Tom Schirghi, SJ 

Jack London 
Cinema 
Lacey Room 

Fri.     6:00PM Fish Fry Lacey Room 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School 

District 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

 Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 

Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

FAREWELL TO ROLANDO  
Rolando Lopez-Castro, our incomparable “Man Friday,”  will be 
moving to North Carolina in the near future. His last day with us 
will be March 14. Unfortunately, his hoped for replacement, Ri-
cardo Giron, was unable to work the days and hours that the job 
requires. Rolando has graciously agreed to stay on another 
week so that we can, hopefully, find a replacement in time for 
Rolando to show him the ropes. Please join us for hospitality on 
the weekend of  March 13/14 to bid farewell to Rolando. 

SECOND PASSING OF THE BASKET THIS WEEKEND 
FOR DEBT REDUCTION 

This weekend, we will again have a second passing of the bas-
ket to collect donations for our Debt Reduction Program. So far 
we are doing quite well on being able to pay the interest on our 
debt but only a little to go towards the principal. Your attention to 
this is  greatly appreciated. Thank you for your continued gener-
osity.  

COLLECTION TO AID THE CHURCH IN 
 CENTRAL  AND EASTERN EUROPE  

This weekend, there will be a special collection sponsored by the 
Bishops of the United States to aid the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Envelopes are in the monthly packets for those 
who receive them and are also available at all the doors of the 
Church. Please place your envelopes in the first passing of the 
basket. 

Lenten Evening Prayer Canceled This Week 
Instead of Evening prayer on Wednesday evening this week, the 
parishioners of St. Leo the Great are invited to attend the 
7:00PM screening of “The Passion of the Christ” at the Jack 
London Cinema. Tickets for $7.00 are available after all Masses. 
Evening prayer will resume next week. 

FISH FRY THIS FRIDAY 
Join us for an evening of traditional Lenten good 
food at our Third Annual Fish Fry, Friday, March 12, 
2004 at 6:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room (across the 

street from the church). We plan to serve fried fish, French fries, 
cole slaw, punch and dessert. You may purchase tickets for the 
fish fry after all the Masses. The suggested donation is $5.00 for 
adults and $2.50 for seniors and children. Hope you can join us!.  

SERRA INTERNATIONAL “31 CLUB” 
 On the weekend of February 14, 1993, the Serra International 
“31 Club” was introduced in our parish. Over the years, several 
people have joined and, no doubt, have enjoyed the experience. 
If you are not familiar with this rule-free club, take the time to 
look at the chart and explanation on the wall in the front vesti-
bule of the church. Vocation awareness is vital to our church, 
and all of us should be alert to opportunities to take part. 

NEEDED: VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
The St. Vincent DePaul Free Dining Room is in 
need of volunteer drivers who are willing to pick up 
food donations from stores in the Berkeley and Oak-
land areas. Please call Amber Martinez at 636-4253. 
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VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE 
When you have a chance, please take some time to visit our 
parish website at www.stleothegreat.org. See our recent homi-
lies and read about our history. Please sign our guestbook too. 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,451,014.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $159.42 

We now have $5,619.34 which will be paid at the 
end of the quarter to cover our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT 
RCIA and RCIC Candidates  

Adult and children candidates for the 
sacraments of initiation, who have 
been baptized in either the Catholic 
Church or another Christian church, will participate in the Peni-
tential Rite (Scrutiny) during Sunday’s 11:00AM Mass. These 
candidates have expressed a deep desire to complete or con-
tinue their initiation into the Catholic faith. This public examina-
tion of these individuals is a reminder to the congregation of 
our responsibility in the formation process of the candidates. 
These scrutinies also call to mind our own continued call to for-
mation and conversion. Please keep our candidates, catechu-
mens and all parishioners in your daily prayers.  

 
Returning Catholics 

This gathering is for those Catholics who would like to be 
brought current on the teaching of the Church . It is especially 
intended for those who have been away from the Church for an 
extended period of time. All are welcome to attend these infor-
mative sessions. We meet on Tuesday evening in the Old 
Prayer Room at 7:30PM. This week’s topic is “Heaven, Purga-
tory and Hell.”  

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  

Just Healthcare 
As recognized by the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, health care is an economic human 
right. Signed in 1948, the United States, along 

with countries around the world, acknowledged that all people 
have a RIGHT to health care, housing, food, education, and liv-
ing wage jobs. More than 54 years later our economic human 
right to healthcare is violated every day. The American health 
care system is in a state of emergency, adversely affecting a 
vast portion of society. The 'for-profit' platform which our health-
care system is based on has resulted in the systemic decline of 
adequate health services. The Women's Economic Agenda 
Project (WEAP), which has been working for social and eco-
nomic justice for over 20 years, has a viable solution. In their 
work around the state of California, they have found that poor 
and working people are tired of profit coming before quality hu-
man life. Band-aid solutions to the health care crisis are unac-
ceptable! They are tired of paying for this broken system with 
their lives and the lives of their families. They are calling for the 
“Just Health Care” proposal to bring an end to the health crisis. 
This plan dispels the notion that a universal health care system 
is too costly, and posits a sound and concise argument on its 
feasibility. As the richest nation in the world, spending the most 
on health care, the United States has left 60 million Americans 
and 7 million Californians without health insurance. Last year, 1 
in 5 Americans went without coverage, and in California, 1 in 4 
children go without coverage. But, the health care problem is 
not just an issue of the uninsured, it is an issue that affects the 
under-insured. Restrictions, shortcomings, co-pays, and de-
ductibles make it difficult to take advantage of coverage. Expen-
sive medical bills account for nearly 63% of personal bankrupt-
cies yearly. For more information about what WEAP and you 
can do, why not attend the “Town Hall” announced in our 
“Around the Diocese” column above? 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
Women’s Economic Agenda Project 

The Women’s Economic Agenda Project invites 
us to a Town Hall at St. Mary’s Center (635 22nd 
St. at Martin Luther King, Oakland) on Wednes-
day, March 10, at 2:00 PM. The subject of the 
meeting will be “Strategizing for Health Care as a Right”. For 
more information, please call Joan MacIntyre at 451-2712. 
 

Auditions!!!! 
Oakland Interfaith YOUTH Gospel Choir is having auditions, for 
youths aged 13 to 18, at 1:00 PM (“until they are done”) on Sat-
urday, March 20, at Imani Community Church (3300 MacArthur 
Blvd., Oakland). If you would like to develop your musical talent, 
receive life skills training in a friendly atmosphere, make new 
friends, and have fun while you are doing it, please call 510-
839-4361 for more information and to make an appointment. 

2004 BISHOP’S APPEAL UPDATE 
If you have not made your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal, please 
consider pledging or making a contribution at this time. The 
Bishop’s Appeal continues to be necessary because there are 
needs in the Diocese that cannot be effectively fulfilled by the 
individual or by the local parish. 
⇒ Our goal for 2004                                            $13,829.42 
⇒ Total donations and pledges as of 02/29/04   $4.885.00 
⇒ Amount outstanding                                         $8,944.42 

LENTEN OBSERVANCE 
Lent is a time of greater focus on the cross and remembering 
our baptism. It is a time to reflect on our sinful mistakes and re-
pent them. Through additional prayer, fasting and almsgiving, 
we seek to  reform our lives in Christ.  

 Almsgiving 
There are many ways to give alms. Besides donating money, 
we can also give time to a social justice cause or to visiting peo-
ple who are ill, alone or imprisoned. Giving to another  from our 
substance and our heart can bring us closer to Christ.  

THANK YOU TO SATURDAY VOLUNTEERS 
Our Saturday Church Sitters’ schedule looks pretty good thanks 
to those who signed up for this community-friendly project. 
Church Sitters are parishioners who volunteer to sit in the 
church on Saturday afternoons for an hour or so, between 
12:00PM and 3:30PM, so the doors of the church can be open 
during non-Mass times. Please consider making this a part of 
your monthly or quarterly routine. See schedule on the bulletin 
board in the church vestibule. 

NEW PIANO? 
If it were only true! You may have noticed that 
our aging piano is residing in the vestibule this 
weekend and a newer piano has taken its place 
in the sanctuary. Unfortunately, that is not be-

cause we were lucky enough to be gifted with a new one. The 
WomenSing Choral Group will be performing in the church this 
Sunday at 4:00 PM, and they rented the newer piano for the 
concert. It will be going back to the piano store on Monday. Do 
you know of someone who has a connection to a company or 
organization that would like to donate a new (or newer) piano to 
the parish? Our beloved piano has served us well, but it is time 
for it to retire. If you can help, please call the office at 654-6177. 










