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In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, Barbara O’Dea, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. If you wish to have someone 
remembered here, please call the rectory. 

We now have a shortfall of $447 for the year. Fortunately, by the 
end of the week, our faithful parishioners who utilize EFT 
(Electronic Money Transfer) will bring our plate back up to where 
it should be. EFT donations arrive on the 5th and the 20th of the 
month. We can count on these “like clockwork”. Can we count 
on you? Let us pray about it. Thank you! 

 Feb. 14/15, 2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,129.00 $36,289.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $36,736.00 

Shortfall $1,119.00 $447.00 

(For the Week of February 23-February 29)  
Monday            12:10PM       Ida Milanese† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Ricardo Adauto† 
Wednesday        7:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                         12:10PM       Charles Friman† 
                           7:30PM       John “Jean” Sagouspe† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Edward Ryan† 
Friday               12:10PM       Maloney Family† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                           5:00PM       Edward Hamill† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
                         11:00AM       James Chua† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
1 Sm 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23; Ps 103:1-4,8,10,12-13;  

 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38. 

    
Pray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful Departed    

FLORENC POTTS 
AND 

JOSEPHINE RIABLE 
""""Rise    to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"    

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of February 23 - February 29) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

LIFTING OF LITURGICAL RESTRICTIONS 
FOR FLU OUTBREAK 

We have just received word from the diocese that public health 
officials have stated that it is now safe to lift the restrictions on 
liturgical practices (Communion from the cup, holding and shak-
ing hands, etc.,) issued by Bishop Vigneron some weeks ago.  

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 
of our parish’s involvement in Opera-
tion Rice Bowl. Proceeds raised 
through Operation Rice Bowl will help 
those  less fortunate in our diocese 
and around the world. All families are 
asked to take home a cardboard Rice 
Bowl, located on the table and rails in 
Church, and to use it to collect sav-
ings from simpler family Lenten meals. These can be returned to 
the Church during the Easter Triduum.   

LENTEN OBSERVANCE 
 

Lent is a time of greater focus on the cross and remembering 
our baptism. It is a time to reflect on our sinful mistakes and re-
pent them. Through additional prayer, fasting and almsgiving, 
we seek to  reform our lives in Christ.  

Prayer                                     
Reading scripture is one additional way to bring more prayer 
into our lives. Other possibilities include: joining our Scripture 
Study on Tuesdays at 7:00PM in the Rectory; Evening Prayer, 
held on Wednesdays at 7:00PM in the Church; Stations of the 
Cross, held on Fridays after the 12:10PM Mass; and Christian 
Meditation, on Saturdays at 10:00AM in the Rectory.  

Fast and Abstinence 
On all Fridays of Lent, we are encouraged to abstain from meat 
(for everyone who is 14 years of age and older). On Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday, it is recommended by the Bish-
ops that we eat only one full meatless meal. (Fasting applies to 
those between 18 and 59). 

 Almsgiving 
There are many ways to give alms. Besides donating money, 
we can also give time to a social justice cause or to visiting peo-
ple who are ill, alone or imprisoned. Giving to another  from our 
substance and our heart can bring us closer to Christ.  

2004 BISHOP’S APPEAL UPDATE 
If you have not made your gift to the 
Bishop’s Appeal, please consider pledging 
or making a contribution at this time. The 
Bishop’s Appeal continues to be necessary 
because there are needs in the Diocese 
that cannot be effectively fulfilled by the 
individual or by the local parish. 
 
⇒ Our goal for 2004                                            $13,829.42 
⇒ Total donations and pledges as of 7/23/03     $4.030.00 
⇒ Amount outstanding                                         $9,799.42 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 
This Wednesday, February 25, is Ash Wednesday. Masses will 
be at 7:00 AM, 12:10 PM, and 7:30 PM. Ashes will be distrib-
uted only at these Masses. 
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VISIT OUR PARISH WEBSITE 
When you have a chance, please take some time and visit our 
parish website at www.stleothegreat.org. We have just recently 
added pictures of the renovations that took place from April to 
December, 2001. Be sure to sign our guestbook and tell us what 
you think. 

             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,451,014.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $434.60 

We now have $5,315.00 which will be paid at the 
end of the quarter to cover our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT  
The Rite of Sending 

This weekend, at the 11:00AM Mass, 
we will send our catechumens and 
adult candidates to the Rite of Election. At this Rite, Bishop Al-
len Vigneron will hear the affirmations of the catechumens’ 
sponsors and accept them as the “Elect”. As a community, we 
send them to this Rite with our affirmation, support, prayers 
and love. Previous to the Rite of Sending the catechumens and 
candidates have been interviewed to determine their readiness 
to enter into the period of Purification and Enlightenment, the 
third phase of the RCIA process, which coincides with Lent. 

RCIC/First Eucharist Families 
If you have not already done so, please mark your calendars 
for our next session on Monday, March 1, at 6:30PM in the Fr. 
Lacey Room. Children and parents, should be in attendance. 
Our focus for this evening is service.   

Lenten Evening Prayer 
During Lent we reflect more deeply on our call to Prayer, Fast-
ing and Almsgiving. On Wednesday evenings, we will offer 
Evening Prayer beginning at 7:00PM in the church. Evening 
Prayer provides an opportunity to draw closer to God through 
communal prayer and silent meditation. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

Oxfam America 
Oxfam America pursues solutions to poverty, 
hunger, and social injustice in many ways, start-
ing with the support of grassroots community pro-

grams in poor countries. These organizations - which they call 
their partners - provide inspiration and leadership to people who 
are living difficult lives locked in poverty. With new resources, 
organization, and opportunity from Oxfam, their partners and 
their communities gain skills, direction, and the hope and energy 
to create a new future for themselves. For more information visit 
www.oxfamamerica.org. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
A Lenten Twilight Retreat 
for Young Adults (18-30’s) 

Join in an evening of listening, prayer, reflection, 
and conversation on Friday, February 27, from 
6:00 PM to Midnight, at  Holy Spirit/Newman Hall 
(2700 Dwight Way, Berkeley). Dinner will be included and free 
will donations will be accepted. Please RSVP to Sr. Kathy Lit-
trell, SHF at 510-267-8374 or klittrell@oakdiocese.org. 

IT IS AN “OLDIE” 
BUT NOT A “GOODIE” 

Do you know of someone who has a connec-
tion to a company or organization that would 
like to donate a new (or newer) piano to the 
parish? Our beloved piano is becoming more 
and more difficult to keep up and keep tuned. 
If you can help, please call the office at 654-6177. 

CLERGY ABUSE STUDY 
In the “Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Peo-
ple”, the bishops of the United States set up a National Review 
Board, made up entirely of lay people. The bishops asked the 
Board to commission a study on the nature and scope of the 
problem of sexual abuse of minors by clergy within the Catholic 
Church in the United States. The Board selected the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice in New York to do the study. This 
study will contain information about how many clergy are al-
leged to have perpetrated sexual abuse of minors, how many 
victims there have been, and the financial costs of compensat-
ing victims, of providing psychological treatment for both victims 
and offenders, and of defending dioceses in litigation in the 
years between 1950 and 2002. Bishop Vigneron and his fellow 
bishops have chosen, through the steps taken in the “Charter”, 
to do all in their power to cleanse the Church in this country of 
this terrible problem, to restore trust, and to open a new era in 
the protection of children and young people. The results of this 
study will be announced this coming Friday, February 27. The 
information for our diocese was in the February 9 issue of the 
Catholic Voice. As embarrassing as this whole scandal has 
been for all of us, the facts and figures of this study will help us 
understand its true dimensions. Let us continue to pray for all 
children and youth who have suffered the horrifying crimes of 
sexual abuse and for those who have perpetrated these abuses. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS SERIES CONTINUES 
The scheduled topic this week is “Mardi Gras for Today’s Catho-
lic”. We will explore our transition into the season of Lent. 
Please join us for this discussion. We meet on Tuesdays at 
7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. 

WE’RE HAVING A FISH FRY! 
Friday, March 12, 2004, at 6:00PM in the 
Fr. Lacey Room is the important informa-
tion you need for this event. You may pur-
chase tickets beginning this weekend after 
all the Masses. We are asking for a $5.00 
donation for adults and a $2.50 donation 
for children 12 and under and adults 60 
and older. Hope you can join us! 

SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
You still have time to sign-up to be a Saturday Church Sitter. 
Saturday Church Sitters enable the Church of St. Leo the Great 
to open its doors during non-Mass times so that anyone may be 
able to enter the church. Normally the church doors are closed 
on Saturdays until 3:30 for the Sacrament of Penance. Church 
Sitters make it possible for the doors to be opened at 12 noon. If 
you have some time on a Saturday afternoon between 12:00 
and 3:30PM, please sign the sheet to be a church sitter as often 
as you like.   

MOVIE ANYONE? 
Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” opens on Ash 
Wednesday, February 25, at theaters everywhere. We have 
contacted Jack London Cinema to get a block of tickets and we 
plan to go as a group on Wednesday, March 10, at 7:00 PM. 
After the film, we will return to the church for a discussion led by 
Fr. Tom Scirghi, SJ. Parents please be advised that this movie 
is “R” rated due to its violent content. Tickets are $7 per person. 
Anyone who is interested in attending, please call the parish 
office at 654-6177. 










