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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

FEBRUARY 13, 2005 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Dora Ghilarducci, Remigia 
Grego, Emmy Lou Henry, Paul Johnson, Peter 
McNally, Lauren Moody, Fred Peterson, Elizabeth 
Rodoni, Ethel Steckler, Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. 

(For the Week of February 14-20, 2005)  
Monday            12:10PM       Del Mirabel† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Antoinette Bottano† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Antoinette Bottano† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Virginia Abbott 
Friday               12:10PM       Mayme O’Connell† 
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Feliciano Bautista† 
                         11:00AM       Dr. Joseph 
                                              & Mrs. Helene Belber† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Gn 2:7-9;3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6,12-13,17; 

Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12,17-19; Mt 4:1-11. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

 February 5/6, 
2005 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $5,270.00 $29,208.00 

Goal $5,570.00 $33,422.00 

Shortfall $300.00 $4,214.00 
Thanks to our generous monthly givers and the wise and won-
derful folks who have their banks deposit their contributions di-
rectly into St. Leo’s account, our shortfall has lessened and is 
now down to 75% of one week’s goal. The bad news is that, 
since these donations only come in once or twice a month, our 
shortfall will increase again next week if we do not increase our 
weekly giving. Have you made your commitment for 2005 yet? 
God loves a cheerful giver! 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of February 14-20, 2005) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Sat    10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Sun.     9:45AM Choir Practice Church 

Mon.     7:30PM Parish Council Old Prayer Room 

Wed     6:30PM 
    7:00PM 

Evening Prayer 
Stewardship 
Committee 

Church 
Rectory 

The Memorial Service for long-time parishioner, 
Helene Belber, will be here, at St. Leo’s, 
on Saturday, February 19, at 11:00AM. 

2005 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Today is the day when thousands throughout our Diocese 
gather together to make a pledge in support of the many impor-
tant ministries of this Diocese. If you have not already made 
your commitment, we encourage you to make a pledge today. 
Your gift will support a variety of programs, including Catholic 
schools, long-term clergy care, seminary education, schools for 
pastoral ministry, youth services, and the work of our Bishop. 
Last year our parish raised $9,150.00 for the Bishop’s Appeal. 
This year, our goal is $13,829.42. Envelopes are in the bi-
monthly packets for those who receive them and are also avail-
able on the altar rails and on the table in the vestibule. There will 
be only one passing of the basket. So, please place your enve-
lopes for this collection in at that time. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed on Friday, February 18, for a 
vacation day, and Monday, February 21, in celebration of Presi-
dents’ Day. Please save any office business until the following 
week. 

COLLECTION TO AID THE CHURCH IN 
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 

Next weekend, there will be a special collection sponsored by 
the Bishops of the United States to aid the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Envelopes are in the bi-monthly packets for 
those who receive them and are also available at all the doors of 
the Church. 

REMINDER 
The sign-up sheet for Saturday Church Sitters is in the church 
vestibule on the table. The sheet provides further details and 
lists the available times to be a church sitter. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
All members of the Stewardship committee should plan to at-
tend our next meeting Wednesday, February 16, at 7:00PM in 
the rectory. Those who would like to join the committee are also 
invited to attend. 

FRIDAY FISH FRY 
Mark your calendars for the Fish Fry on Fri-
day, March 4, at 6:00PM in the Fr. Lacey 
Room. Volunteers are needed to setup, 
cook, and clean up. The sign up sheet for 
volunteers is on the hospitality drink table. 

IT’S AUTO”MAGIC”! 
If you have ever used online banking to pay your 
bills, you know how easy it is to keep up with your 
financial responsibilities in a most convenient and 
timely manner. You can do the same thing with 
your commitment to your parish community. 
Through our Automatic Donations program you 

can simply arrange to have your pledged amount transferred 
from your account to the parish’s account. Sign up forms for 
Electronic Funds Transfer are available in the church vestibule. 
For more information, please call the office at 654-6177. 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE  
American Council #8 Y.M.I. 

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Party 
The American Council #8 Young Men’s Insti-
tute (Y.M.I.) is having its Annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Party on Sunday, Feb. 27, at St. Law-
rence O’Toole’s Gym (3725 High St., Oak-
land). It starts at 3:00PM with no-host cocktails 
and dinner will begin at 5:00PM. Dinner will be followed by en-
tertainment (Irish band and step dancers) and dancing. The do-
nation is $27 per person. Reservations deadline is February 21. 
No tickets will be sold at the door. Send checks with request for 
reservations to: American Council #8-Y.M.I., c/o Stuart McIntyre, 
478 Jean St., Oakland, CA 94610. Please call (510) 451-2712 
for more information. 

             -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $1,700.22  
An additional $736.00 was received from parishioners 
who have their contributions transferred directly into St. 
Leo’s account. 
We now have $5,772.58 which will be paid at the 
end of the first quarter to cover our interest on 
the debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
First Reconciliation Meeting 

The final meeting for students preparing for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is Monday, February 
21, at 6:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. We will use this meeting 
to create Reconciliation stoles and review how to participate in 
the sacrament.  

Catechesis Moment 
St Blaise, whose feast day was February 3, was martyred in 
the persecutions of Diocletian (c. 316). He is the patron saint of 
ailments of the throat and on his feast day many have their 
throats blessed. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2004 contributions to St. Leo’s 
for tax purposes, please call the rectory at 654-6177. Our parish 
secretary will mail the statements out by the end of January. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS CONTINUES 
It is never too late to come to a Returning Catholics session. 
Each week has a different topic. Please join us in the Old Prayer 
Room on Tuesdays at 7:30PM. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING THIS COMING MONDAY 
You are invited to attend the St. Leo’s Parish Council Meeting 
on Monday, February 14, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. 
Some of the agenda items include the next parish bake sale, the 
dinner dance, and the proposed garden labyrinth and benches. 
The full agenda is hanging on the bulletin boards in the vestibule 
and in the parking lot entrance of the church. 

LAST CHANCE 
We have been telling you 
about this opportunity for sev-
eral months now. The Parish 
Council has decided that it 
would be appropriate to keep 
this chance of a lifetime open 
only until Good Friday 2005, 
the day for which the original 
“Agony in the Garden” took 
place. The sculpture “Agony 

in the Garden”, four life-sized statues of Jesus, James, John, 
and Peter (pictured above) could be commissioned for only 
$46,000, the cost of the casting, delivery, and installation. We 
have already received four pledges. Please see the poster in the 
church vestibule for pictures of the models and for more details. 
If we have enough money pledged to pay for the whole project, 
then we could collect the pledges and commission the work. If 
you are interested in making a pledge toward the acquisition of 
these sculptures, perhaps as a memorial to a loved one, please 
contact one of the parish staff.  

DEBT REDUCTION CONCERNS 
As was stated in our January 29/30 bulletin, the fourth quarter 
2004 interest due on our loan was $12,030.63. Obviously, the 
rate of interest is going up. In order to pay the interest alone we 
will need to collect, at least, $4,000.00 per month. Please keep 
this in mind when you make your contributions every month to 
the Debt Reduction Fund. SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 

 
California State Budget 101 

with Rebecca Gonzalez, 
California Budget Project  

In a time of crisis in our state budget, with educa-
tion, health care, and many basic services at risk, 
all of us are called to learn about the budget in a 
non-partisan, values based conversation. On Monday, February 
28, from 6:30PM to 9:00PM, Corpus Christi Parish (Gibson Cen-
ter, 322 St. James Dr., Piedmont) invites you to attend and learn 
the basics of the budget process and the causes of the current 
crisis, explore alternatives for solving the crisis in a fair and just 
manner and leave with ideas for action and advocacy. For more 
information, please call Gwen Watson at 925-930-9965 or email 
Mary Doyle at mdoyle@oakdiocese.org. 

HAVE YOU TRIED eSCRIP? 
Here is a way to support your parish 
and it costs you nothing. Sign up at 
www.escrip.com or, if you do not have 
access to the internet, please call the 

parish office at 654-6177, and we will be happy to mail you infor-
mation and the necessary forms to sign up. Forms are also pro-
vided on the table in the vestibule. Every time you shop at par-
ticipating stores (Safeway, Payless Shoes, Piedmont Grocery, 
Whole Foods- -to name a few), the store makes a donation to 
St. Leo’s. What could be easier? Designate our group 
(#500000195) to receive contributions. Visit eScrip merchants to 
shop. It is automatic! . 

LENTEN OBSERVANCE 
Fast and Abstinence 

On Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent, we are all encour-
aged to abstain from meat (for everyone who is 14 years of age 
and older). On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, it is recom-
mended by the Bishops that we fast/eat only one full [and ab-
stain] meatless meal. (Fasting applies to those between 18 and 
59). 

Almsgiving 
There are many ways to give alms such as through Operation 
Rice Bowl, an almsgiving program of Catholic Relief Services 
(materials for this are on the altar rails and on the table in the 
vestibule). Besides donating money, we can also give time to a 
social justice cause or to visiting people who are ill, alone or im-
prisoned. 


