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PARISH MAILING 
Did you receive the important stewardship information that we 
sent out on January 20? If not, you may not be a registered 
parishioner. If you would like to be on our mailing list, please 
complete the bottom portion on the front cover of the bulletin and 
place it in the collection basket or mail it to the parish office or 
drop it in the rectory mail slot. Thank you.  

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 5, 2006 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Mary Ellen Covell, Theodora Gamboa, Dora 
Ghilarducci, Remigia Grego, Inez Milicevich, Fred 
Peterson, Kathleen Stephens, Simon Tang, 
Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
Please call the rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray 
for you or your loved ones. If you are restored to health, please 
call us so we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

You must call each month to renew your request. 

(For the Week of February 6-12, 2006) 
Monday            12:10PM       Mary Butler† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Layda Jordan† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       John Mayo 
Thursday          12:10PM       Guido Pisani† 
Friday               12:10PM       Zuzanna Pokorska† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Luis Nunes† 
                           5:00PM       Mary & Joseph Fang† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Parishioners of St.Leo’s 
                         11:00AM       Josef Schmitt† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Jb 7:1-4,6-7; Ps 147:1-6; 1 Cor 9:16-19,22-23; Mk 1:29-39. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of February 6-12, 2006) 

Mon.     7:30PM 
    7:30PM 

Divine Mercy 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Rectory 
Rectory 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

This week we have a shortfall of 77% of one week’s amount of 
what we need to keep our operations going at the present level. 
It is not too late to revisit your giving trends, make your decision 
to give your fair share, and turn in your commitment card. If you 
have not already done so, please read the article directly above 
this one for some astounding information. 

 January 28/29, 
2006 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,046.00 $24,165.00 

Goal $5,710.00 $28,550.00 

Shortfall $1,664.00 $4,385.00 

PARISH PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 
On January 20, we mailed our 2005 financial report and infor-

mation on donation-pledging for our 2006 parish operations to 
the 681 registered individuals/families on our parish mailing list. 
In the last week, we have received 57 pledges (approximately 
9% of registered parishioners) amounting to $1,680.00 adjusted 
to a “per week” basis, which equals 30% of our weekly goal. The 
highest weekly pledge we have received, so far, is $92.00. As 
we have said over the last few years, pledging to support the 
operation of a parish for the coming year is a new idea for Ro-
man Catholics. 9% of us now seem to be acclimated to that 
change. Do you realize that, if the other 91% of us made the 
same average weekly commitment (approximately $29.48 per 
individual/family), our weekly collection would amount to over 
$20,000! 

Underlying the idea of an annual pledge campaign to support 
our parish is the crucial need for all of us to give appropriate 
thanks to God for all God has given us. We call this good stew-
ardship of God’s gifts of time, talent, and treasure. We all have a 
long way to go in this area. Fifty-seven of us thought enough to 
carry this through to the action point of a pledge. Are those 
pledges adequate thanks? Where are the other nine? Food for 
thought before we meet our generous maker who gave us life! 

2006 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
On Sunday, February 12, all of us will have an opportunity to 
gather in our faith and generously share what we have by sup-
porting the Diocese of Oakland through the 2006 Bishop’s Ap-
peal. Your response to our Bishop will enable the Diocese to 
continue important work that parishes cannot accomplish by 
themselves. Every day, Christ’s message is proclaimed in our 
parishes, in our schools, in our seminaries, in our hospitals, on 
our CYO playing fields, in our catechetical ministries, to Catho-
lics of many cultures, and to Catholics with special needs. Your 
generous gift or pledge to the 2006 Bishop’s Appeal, 
“Proclaiming the Message,” will help every Catholic parish in-
cluding your own. 

FISH FRY TICKETS ON SALE THIS WEEKEND 
The annual Lenten Fish Fry is Friday, March 3, from 5:30PM to 
7:00PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. The menu includes Fried Fish, 
French Fried Potatoes, Cole Slaw, Dessert and a Drink. The 
tickets are being sold for $5.00 per plate. The tickets will be 
available in the church vestibule. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
One of the Stewardship Committees goals is to increase the 
size of the committee. Interested? Join us on Thursday, Febru-
ary 9, at 7:30PM in the Rectory. The committee meets only 
once per month to brainstorm and to begin efforts to increase 
the giving of Time, Talent and Treasure at St. Leo the Great. 

THE RETURNING CATHOLICS SERIES 
The Church of St Leo has begun another series of discussions 
about returning to active participation in the Catholic faith. The 
Returning Catholic Series provides an atmosphere for dialogue 
about reasons for leaving the Church, areas of change, and op-
portunities for healing and reconciliation. Please suggest to your 
non-participating Catholic friends and neighbors to join us on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:30PM to 8:30PM in the Old Prayer 
Room. 
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CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
First Eucharist/Confirmation Family Meeting  
We meet next on Monday, February 6, at 
6:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. We gather to 
schedule readiness interviews, discuss expec-
tations and grow our faith. Children and youth involved in the 
process along with a parent should be at this important meet-
ing. Thank you.  

Initiation Into the Catholic Faith  
The arms of the Church are always extended to those who 
seek Christ. The process of initiation is a process of continuing 
to turn to God for the gift of God’s love. If you know someone 
who has expressed a desire to learn more about the Catholic 
way of life, please have them contact Norah Hippolyte or Wella 
Lasola at stleo@pacbell.net. 

WE ARE GETTING THERE! 
A generous benefactor has promised to match $1.00 for every 
$2.00 of new donations for St. Leo’s Debt Reduction Fund (up 
to a maximum of $2,000.00). We received two more donations 
equaling $1,100.00. To date, the total received toward this 
matching grant is $1,995.00, which means that we have now 
earned a total of $997.50 from the matching grant. We only 
have $2,005.00 more to collect, and we will have earned the 
entire grant! If you wish to help us take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, please mark your donations as being “towards the 
matching grant”. 

              -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION 
 

$1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: 1,244.36  
We paid the invoice for the fourth quarter interest 
(currently 5.63%) from the diocese last week. 
The amount due was $20,404.66. We had 
collected $19,394.26 in the fourth quarter debt 
reduction contributions. Unfortunately, we have 
consistently had to “borrow” from our operating 
funds to pay the interest on our loan. As of the 
end of 2005 we “owe” $3,137.09 to our operating 
funds. This also means that , once again, we will 
be unable to reduce the principal at all. We pray 
that we will not have to continue “borrowing” from 
our operating funds to cover this expense.  
We have collected $8,494.89 in 2006 to be paid 
at the end of the first quarter this year. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
World Day of the Sick  

World Day of the Sick 2006 will be celebrated on 
February 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Held on a different continent each year, this is its 
second time in Australia. The World Day of the 

Sick was instituted by Pope John Paul II on May 13, 1992. The 
Pope wanted to bring attention to human suffering and to the 
mystery of suffering itself and to recognize the important role of 
caregivers of the sick and elderly. The first World Day of the 
Sick was celebrated at the Marian Shrine of Lourdes in France 
in 1993. The theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for this four-
teenth World Day of the Sick, to be held in Adelaide, is "Mental 
Illness and Human Dignity''. Mental health and the state of men-
tal health care across the globe has been of continuing concern 
for the Pope and was first publicly raised by him at an interna-
tional conference held in Rome about 10 years ago. Pope 
Benedict, at the time Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, gave a key-
note speech -- "In the Image and Likeness of God: Distur-
bances of the Human Mind'', in which he explained the impor-
tance of caring for the mentally ill. Cardinal Ratzinger explained 
his motivation to improve the well-being of the mentally ill 
stemmed from his cousin being among many people suffering 
mental disability who were executed by Adolf Hitler's German 
army because of their state of mental health. For more informa-
tion, please visit  www.worlddayofthesick.org. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2005 contributions to St. Leo’s, 
please call the rectory at 654-6177. Our parish secretary will 
mail the statements out by the end of January. 

EMPTIES 4 CASH 
Ink jet cartridges wanted. Your empty ink jet cartridges can be 
placed in the Empties for Cash box in the church vestibule. 
Please, no laser toner cartridges at this time. Thank you! 

AROUND THE DIOCESE  
St. Columba’s Mardi Gras Ball/Dinner Dance  

On Saturday, February 18, St. Columba’s Parish 
(6401 San Pablo Ave., Oakland) will be having 
their Mardi Gras Ball/Dinner Dance The doors 
will open at 5:00PM. Dinner will be at 6:00PM. A 
no-host bar, raffle and door prizes will be included. A $25 dona-
tion before Feb. 4, and a $30 donation after Feb. 4 will secure 
your reservation. For reservations and information, please call 
the parish office at (510) 654-7600 or Suzette Warren at (510) 
534-0271.  

Sacred Heart Parish’s 22nd Annual 
Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance  

On Sunday, Feb. 26, Sacred Heart Parish will have their 22nd 
Annual Mardi Gras Dinner Dance at the Colombo Club (5321 
Claremont Ave., Oakland) It starts at 3:00PM with no-host cock-
tails. Dinner is at 4:00PM. There will be a raffle and door prizes. 
Tickets are $25 for the dinner and dance and $10 for the dance 
only. For reservations and information, please call Judy Rogers 
at (510) 655-5596 or Mary Ann Francis (510) 655-4971. 

NO PAIN—PLENTY OF GAIN! 
If you sign up for eScrip, every time you 
shop at participating merchants you earn 

money for your parish community. It costs you nothing. Sign 
up at www.escrip.com or, if you do not have access to the inter-
net, please call the parish office at 654-6177, and we will be 
happy to mail you information and the necessary forms to sign 
up. Forms are also provided on the table in the vestibule. Desig-
nate our group (#500000195) to receive contributions. Please 
be sure to register your Safeway & Albertsons cards as well as 
your credit, debit, and ATM cards. 

GET YOUR PARISH DIRECTORIES TODAY 
Parish Directories are now available at the rec-
tory and also available in the church. They are 
FREE to those whose pictures are in the direc-
tory. Also, there are a limited number of extra 
directories that may be purchased at a cost of $5.00 each. The 
addresses and phone numbers of all registered parishioners are 
listed. And, if they had their pictures taken, their faces are identi-
fied. If you would like to pick one up, please stop by the rectory, 
during office hours, or see a parish staff member. 


