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JANUARY 25, 2004 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
Theodora Gamboa, Remigia Grego, Helen Logan, 
Peter McNally, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
If you wish to have someone remembered here, 
please call the rectory. 

A good steward is someone who not only gives of his or her time 
and talent, but also someone who tithes. The Bible has referred 
to a tithe as ten percent of one’s income. Some people think of it 
as a pledge or an offering. Many believe it is a gift to God, in ex-
change for the gifts that God has given to them. What do you 
think? …….. Thank you for your generosity. 

 Jan. 17/18,  2004 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,183.00 $16,825.00 

Goal $5,248.00 $15,744.00 

Shortfall $1,065.00 $0.00 

(For the Week of January 26-February 01)  
Monday            12:10PM       Gaston Mullebrouck† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Agnes M. Spooler† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       William F. Spooler† 
Thursday          12:10PM       Maloney Family† 
Friday               12:10PM       Robert Martin 
Saturday            8:00AM       John “Jean” Sagouspe† 
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Dr. Joseph P. Belber† 
                         11:00AM       Elizabeth Smith† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Neh 8:2-4a,5-6,8-10; Ps 19:8-10,15; 1 Cor 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14,27; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of January 26 - February 01) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Wed.     7:00PM Evening Prayer Church 

Sun.     9:45AM 
    9:45AM 
    9:45AM 

Choir Practice 
Christian Enrichment 
RCIA 

Church 
Lacey Room 
Old Prayer Room 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified School District 

Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

PARISH SUPPORT 2004 
 

If you are a registered parishioner, you should have received in 
the mail the annual parish financial report and planning guide 
and commitment card for your support of your parish in 2004. As 
Fr. Tim pointed out last weekend, support of your parish is one 
element of the larger, more fundamental issue of proper stew-
ardship of our God given time, talent, and treasure. This week-
end is important for our planning for the operations of this com-
munity. More importantly, it gives us all an occasion and a 
nudge to think and to pray about the quality of our stewardship 
of God’s gifts to us. A tithe to the work of Christmas, including 
but not limited to your parish community, is the bare minimum 
expected as return, gratitude, thanks to God. We are in need of 
much improvement in this area of the cost of our discipleship. 
May this weekend spur us to a firm purpose of amendment. This 
weekend all parishioners are asked to place their pledge com-
mitment card in the basket which Fr. Tim will be holding at the 
altar before the collection and preparation of the gifts. Thank 
you for your past generosity, and may our stewardship of God’s 
gifts improve. 

ORGAN CONCERT 
Mark your calendars! On Saturday, February 7 at 3:00PM Wil-
liam Visscher will play our organ once again. If you did not have 
an opportunity to attend the Organ Demonstration last year, 
then you need to make sure this event gets on your very impor-
tant things to do list. The concert will take place in the church. 
Invite your friends and join us to hear beautiful music on our 
own beautiful instrument. 

PLINK! PLINK! PLUNK?! 
After years of offering us beautiful music for our liturgies, our 
beloved piano is becoming more and more difficult to keep up 
and keep tuned. If you know of someone who has a connection 
to a company or organization that would like to donate a new (or 
newer) piano to the parish, please call the office at 654-6177. 

NEW SANCTUARY STOOLS 
Using some of the old church kneelers, one of our talented, gen-
erous parishioners, who wishes to remain anonymous, has 
crafted two beautiful stools for use in the sanctuary. They will be 
on view this weekend at the old side altar under the statue of 
Mary. This is a wonderful example of giving one’s time and tal-
ent as a faithful steward. Thank you! 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
Do you know someone who is a baptized Catholic, who may 
have even been confirmed and received Eucharist but who just 
doesn’t come to Church? The reasons are many for not coming 
to Church, but you wish they would make the effort. The Return-
ing Catholics Series is for the Catholic who has, for what ever 
reason, chosen not to practice their faith. It is a series of weekly 
discussions/dialogues with other laity concerning what keeps us 
away and hopefully culminating with a reconciliation between 
Church and individual. We begin the series on this Tuesday, 
January 27, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room.  

A FISH FRY IS A COMING 
On Friday, March 12, we hope to gather parishioners for our 
third annual Fish Fry. We need volunteers to make this event 
successful. If you are interested in volunteering to plan this 
event, please put your name and telephone number on the sign-
up sheet in the vestibule on the table. Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 
That there may be food in my house, AND TRY ME IN THIS,                  
          says the Lord of hosts: 
Shall I not open for you the floodgates of heaven, to pour               
            down    blessing upon you without measure?    Malachi 3:10 
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             -- $3,432,501.15: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,451,014.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $302.25 

We now have $2,987.95 which will be paid at the 
end of the quarter to cover our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT  
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(Children) 
In November 2003, many of the candidates in the 
RCIA and RCIC process participated in a rite named the Rite of 
Acceptance and Welcoming. The non-baptized inquirers are 
now referred to as catechumens and the baptized inquirers as 
candidates. They have all entered the following stage of the 
Initiation process called the Catechumenate. They may remain 
in this stage for one or more years until they are deemed ready 
for the following stage. During the catechumenate period, the 
catechumens and candidates will deepen their conversion by 
engaging in the Christian lifestyle, participating in the liturgy of 
the Word, growing in understanding of the word of God, and 
sharing in the mission of the Church. We support our candi-
dates and catechumens with prayer and encouragement. 
 

Note to RCIC Families 
The next meeting with families in the RCIC (First Eucharist 
Preparation) is Monday, February 2, 2004 at 6:30PM in the 
Fr. Lacey Room. The focus of discussion for this evening will 
be prayer. All families, with children in the RCIC, should plan to 
attend this informative session. 

FLU SEASON ALERT! 
Due to the early start and the severity of the flu this season 
and at the request of the Health Department, we will for this 
FLU SEASON ONLY: 
1. Not offer communion wine; 
2. Strongly encourage reception of the host in the hands only 

(not on the tongue); 
3. Strongly encourage the congregation not to join hands dur-

ing the Our Father; 
4. Strongly encourage the congregation not to shake hands at 

the kiss of peace, but rather to acknowledge your 
neighbors with a bow and a greeting of peace. 

Certainly, if you have flu symptoms, the prudent thing is to 
stay home and get better. 
Because of this, we will only need Eucharistic Ministers 
for the bread. Eucharistic Ministers, please clean your 
hands, before and after distributing communion, with the 
alcohol-based, anti-bacterial solution provided on the cre-
dence table next to the organ console. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2003 contributions to St. Leo’s, 
please call the rectory at 654-6177. Our parish secretary will mail 
the statements out by the end of January.  

ENROLL WITH EFT 
It Makes Every Sunday Count! 

Current research indicates that better than 40% of households 
have at least one EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer) transaction 
per month. That number is rapidly growing because of its con-
veniences to busy families and individuals. It is not a new idea, 
just a new option for the Church. This weekend is Stewardship 
Sunday. EFT is a wonderful way to keep track of your tithing. 
Why not sign up today? EFT packets are available on the altar 
rails and in the vestibule. Please pick one up learn more about 
this easy way of donating to your parish community. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINISTRY CORNER 

Service Opportunity: 
St. Mary's Center in Oakland hosts a winter 

shelter for 25 elderly homeless people. On Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday evenings from now through April, help is 
needed providing a hot evening meal for their guests. The meal 
can be something simple, prepared and brought to the site. A 
social justice group, a small community group, a few friends can 
put this together. They need help especially during March and 
April. Please call Sr. Marilyn at 510-893-4723 ext 202, as soon 
as possible, if you can help out or if you want more information. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
There was an error in last week’s bulle-
tin regarding the evening with Edwina 
Gately at Christ the King Church (199 
Brandon Road at Gregory Lane, Pleas-
ant Hill). The program is on Monday, 
January 26th (not the 24th) at 7:30 PM. 
 

Women in the New Testament 
“Models of Discipleship” 

Presented by Anna Horen, Pastoral Minister at St. Joan of Arc 
Parish in San Ramon, this study will explore the ways in which 
women in Jesus’ lifetime and in the early Church modeled cou-
rageous, authentic discipleship. More than a study of the 
women themselves, this series will examine their cultural, reli-
gious and political milieu, and the ways in which women’s lives 
and actions challenged and continue to challenge the status 
quo. There are six sessions from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on 
January 26, February 2, 9, 23, and March 1, 8. They will be held 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Hall (2808 Lakeshore Avenue, Oak-
land). The fee is $90. To register, please contact Tom Richard-
son at 510-628-2180 or you may email him at trichard-
son@oakdiocese.org. 
 

Young Adult Summit 
Exploring Our Common Connections 

On Saturday, February 7, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, San 
Damiano Retreat House (710 Highland Drive, Danville) extends 
an invitation to East Bay young adults for a time of conversation, 
reflection and visioning together with peers in their late teens, 
20’s, and 30’s. Married and single, men and women, of diverse 
cultures and communities are invited to come together for a fun 
and fulfilling day! There is no cost and lunch is included. For 
more information, please call Sr. Michelle L’Allier at 510-894-
1072 or email her at lallierm@yahoo.com. 

DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES 
There are still some 2004 Diocesan Directories available by the 
church entrances along with a few remaining 2004 calendars. 
Please feel free to take one home. 

GREETINGS FROM GUATEMALA 
We received a letter from our sister parish, San Martin, in Gua-
temala, thanking us for our generosity to them in 2003. Our do-
nations for the year were $2,970 of which $2,160 was dispersed 
to them in monthly installments. $1,440 of this was spent on 
catechist formation and $720 was used to construct a small 
health clinic to assist families who work on the coffee planta-
tions. An extra $1,580 was sent to help to purchase land on 
which to raise dairy cows for milk and cheese production. Final 
payment for the land is due in March. They still owe $2,522. We 
will soon be sending them $700 more towards the purchase.  


