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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JANUARY 22, 2006 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Mary Ellen Covell, Theodora Gamboa, Dora 
Ghilarducci, Remigia Grego, Inez Milicevich, Fred 
Peterson, Kathleen Stephens, Simon Tang, 
Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other parishioners who are ill. 
Please call the rectory office at 654-6177 so the parish may pray 
for you or your loved ones. If you are restored to health, please 
call us so we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

You must call each month to renew your request. 

(For the Week of January 23-29, 2006) 
Monday            12:10PM       James Edic† 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Tess Caldwell† 
Wednesday      12:10PM       Celsa Montez & Lumen Baguio 
Thursday          12:10PM       Claria Mescallado† 
Friday               12:10PM       Ed Connolly† 
Saturday            8:00AM       Emmy Lou Henry† 
                           5:00PM       Nemencia Fulgueras†† 
Sunday               8:30AM       Breege Hegarty† 
                         11:00AM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Jon 3:1-5,10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20. 

Pray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful DepartedPray for the souls of our Faithful Departed    
EUGENE CADENASSO 

AND 
SEVILLE GRIGGS 

“Rise    to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"to new life!"   

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland 

Unified School District: 
Pleasant Valley Adult School 

Welcomes you!  
WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

YOU WON’T MISS A THING! 
Did you know that St. Leo’s has a speaker in the church vesti-
bule for those who may find the need to step out during a lit-
urgy? The speaker allows you to continue to hear everything 
that is happening inside the sanctuary. Whether it be because of 
a coughing or sneezing fit, a little one who has met his or her 
limit of endurance, or just the need to “get some air”, be assured 
that you can step out into the vestibule and continue “to be pre-
sent” in the liturgy. 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of January 23-29, 2006) 

Mon.     7:30PM Divine Mercy Rectory 

Tues.     7:00PM Scripture Study Rectory 

Sat.   10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

You contributed $373 to the Seminarian Collection. Our plate 
collection (including contributions from those of you who use 
Electronic Funds Transfer [EFT]) now has a shortfall of almost 
one third of what we need weekly to keep our operations going 
at the present level. Next weekend is Stewardship Sunday. 
Some serious thought should be given to this financial situation 
before you make your commitment for the new year. We must 
pray for guidance so that we may become true stewards of the 
gifts that God has so graciously given us. It is important that we 
all give of our time, talent, and treasure. 

 January 14/15, 
2006 

Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,679.00 $15,398.00 

Goal $5,710.00 $17,130.00 

Shortfall $1,031.00 $1,732.00 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO GET YOUR PARISH DIRECTORY 
This weekend, after all the Masses, Parish Directories will be given 
out in the vestibule They are FREE to those whose pictures are in 
the directory. Also, there are a limited number of extra directories 
that may be purchased at a cost of $5.00 each. The addresses and 
phone numbers of all registered parishioners are listed. And, if they 
had their pictures taken, their faces are identified. 

WE NEED CHURCH SITTER VOLUNTEERS 
There are plenty of empty spaces on the Saturday Church Sit-
ters sign-up sheet. What are Saturday Church Sitters? They are 
parish volunteers who sit in the church on Saturday afternoon 
for about an hour and fifteen minutes between 12:15PM and 
3:30PM. The presence of a volunteer allows us to keep the 
doors of the church open for extended hours on a Saturday. As 
a result, parish volunteers are providing a service to the parish 
and to the community. The sign-up sheet for Saturday Church 
Sitters is located in the church vestibule on the table. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Annual Lenten Fish Fry is on the first Friday of Lent, March 
3, beginning at 5:30PM in the Fr. Lacey Room. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION 

St. Leo’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be having its fifth Sun-
day collection next weekend after all the Masses. Your assis-
tance with this worthwhile cause allows the society to help the 
poor and those who have temporarily fallen upon hard times. 
Thank you for your kindness. 

TOO MUCH INFORMATION (TMI)? WE DON’T THINK SO. 
We mailed you the summary of the 2005 financial statement and 
the budget for 2006 on January 20. If you do not receive this 
important mail, please notify the parish office (654-6177) so that 
we can be sure that we have you registered as a parishioner 
and that your contact information is correct. Detailed copies of 
the 2006 Parish Operating Budget are now posted on the bulle-
tin boards in the church and on the website at www.
stleothegreat.org. You will note that the new plate goal has in-
creased to $5,710 per week. This represents an increase of only 
$140 per week which is very small considering the fact that ex-
penses such as insurance, property tax, etc., have gone up. 
Stewardship Weekend will be upon us before we know it (next 
weekend, January 28/29)). We have always strived to provide 
as much information as possible about the parish finances. 
Please take some time to look at this information and revisit 
your commitment to St. Leo’s. 
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CALLING ALL SHOPAHOLICS! 
If you sign up for eScrip, every time you shop at participating 
merchants you earn money for your parish community. It costs 
you nothing. Sign up at www.escrip.com or, if you do not have 
access to the internet, please call the parish office at 654-6177, 
and we will be happy to mail you information and the necessary 
forms to sign up. Forms are also provided on the table in the 
vestibule. Designate our group (#500000195) to receive contri-
butions. Please be sure to register your Safeway & Albertsons 
cards as well as your credit, debit, and ATM cards. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
Very Important Meeting  

Monday, February 6, at 6:30PM in the Fr. 
Lacey Room is the next meeting for families 
with school-age students preparing for the sac-
raments of Baptism, Confirmation and /or 
Eucharist. We will need this time to schedule readiness inter-
views, discuss expectations, and engage in an intergenera-
tional catechetical session. Parents and students should be at 
this meeting. See you there!  

Joining the Catholic Clan  
Becoming a Catholic Christian is an individual process of learn-
ing, growing, and changing. The goal of this initiation process is 
to provide you with the tools for the journey and a whole com-
munity who will support you on that journey. If you would like to 
learn more about how to begin, please contact Norah Hippolyte 
at 654-6177 or stleo@pacbell.net. 

MATCHING GRANT CONTINUES! 
A generous benefactor has promised to match $1.00 for every 
$2.00 of new donations for St. Leo’s Debt Reduction Fund (up 
to a maximum of $2,000.00). We received another donation of 
$405 (total received to date is $745) toward this, which means 
that we have now earned a total of $372.50 of the matching 
grant. We only have $3,255.00 more to collect, and we will have 
earned the entire grant! If you wish to help us take advantage of 
this opportunity, please mark your donations as being 
“towards the matching grant”. 

              -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION 
 $1,438,136.00: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 

 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $534.38  
We now have $19,394.26 in the fund as of the end of 
2005. As soon as we receive the fourth quarter 
statement from the Diocese, we will use this to pay 
our interest on the debt and to reduce our 
principal. We have collected $6,304.03 in 2006 
to be paid at the end of the first quarter this year. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

A Weekend of Deep Healing  
On February 3-5, at San Damiano Retreat Cen-
ter (710 Highland Drive, Danville), there will be a 
Charismatic retreat conducted by Linda Schu-
bert, well-known speaker, author and retreat di-
rector, and Santiago Salaices, experienced in counseling, com-
munication and group dynamics. Music will be by Michael 
Hagerty. The cost is $195 for single occupancy and $175 per 
person for double occupancy. The price includes six meals. 
Check-in is at 6:00PM on Friday, February 3. Pre-registration is 
required (There is a $50 non-refundable deposit.) The retreat is 
sponsored by the Charismatic Catholic Renewal Office of the 
Oakland Diocese. Please call the CCRO office at (925) 828-
6644 or Valerie at (925) 551-5827 for more information. 
 

Sacred Heart Parish’s 
22nd Annual Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance  

On Sunday, February 26, Sacred Heart Parish will have their 22nd 
Annual Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance. No-host cocktails begin at 
3:00PM and dinner is at 4:00PM. It will be at the Colombo Club 
(5321 Claremont Ave., Oakland). There will be a raffle and door 
prizes. The cost is $25 for the dinner and dance or $10 for the 
dance only. For more information, please contact Judy Rogers 
(510) 655-5596 or Mary Ann Francis (510) 655-4971. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER 
 

Catholic Reflections on 
Food, Farmers and Farmworkers  

The National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
(NCRLC) is a membership organization grounded in 
a spiritual tradition that brings together the Church, 

care of community and care of creation. They feel that, funda-
mentally, food and agriculture are about life: life for the hungry 
and for all who depend on farmers and farmworkers for what we 
eat every day. But they are also about life for farmworkers who 
risk their health to pick our food, sometimes not knowing what 
pesticides are in the field. They are about life for subsistence 
farmers in Africa trying to feed a family and make a meager liv-
ing. They are about a way of life for farm families in the United 
States who are unable to meet debt payments and face selling a 
farm that has been in the family for generations. These reflec-
tions call all of us to make the protection of life and dignity the 
foundation of our choices on agriculture. The NCRLC knows 
these are not easy times, but as believers they have hope for 
the days ahead: We have the capacity to overcome hunger in 
our nation and around the world. What an achievement that 
would be! They stand with farmers, particularly those who own 
small and family farms here and abroad, in their struggle to live 
with dignity, to preserve a way of life, and to strengthen rural 
communities. They insist that agricultural workers be treated with 
dignity—decent wages, safe working conditions, and a real voice 
in the workplace. They advocate care for creation to protect the 
fields and streams, which are gifts of God. For more information 
about how you can get involved, visit www.ncrlc.com. 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
If you would like a copy of your 2005 contributions to St. Leo’s, 
please call the rectory at 654-6177. Our parish secretary will 
mail the statements out by the end of January. 

CALENDARS FOR 
EVERY ROOM IN THE HOUSE 

We still have a few 2006 calendars left. They are located on the 
altar rails and on the table in the vestibule. Please feel free to 
pass these along as a way of letting others know about our 
Church community. 

RETURNING CATHOLICS 
Is this you? ”I’ve been coming to church for the past few weeks 
and things have changed. I can’t find anything in the book; the 
songs are unfamiliar; I would like to go to communion but I am 
afraid. I don’t know if I can stay, if I don’t get some answers.” If 
this sounds familiar to you, then please join us for Returning 
Catholics. Our goal is to steer you to safe harbor so that you 
and God can sail together again. Our first gathering is Tuesday, 
January 31, at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer Room. (Please enter 
the church from the parking lot entrance and follow the signs to 
the Old Prayer Room.) 


