
PAGE TWO                                THE CHURCH OF ST. LEO THE GREAT                      JANUARY 16 2005 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JANUARY 16 2005 

In the charity of your prayers, please remember: 
Theodora Gamboa, Dora Ghilarducci, Remigia 
Grego, Emmy Lou Henry, Paul Johnson, Peter 
McNally, Lauren Moody, Fred Peterson, Elizabeth 
Rodoni, Ethel Steckler, Jacqueline Yamnitsky, and all other 
parishioners who are ill. 

(For the Week of January 17-23, 2005)  
Monday            12:10PM       Anne Burke 
Tuesday           12:10PM       Ruth A. Mason† 
Wednesday      12:10PM        
Thursday          12:10PM       Special Intention 
Friday               12:10PM        
Saturday            8:00AM        
                           5:00PM       Parishioners of St. Leo’s 
Sunday               8:30AM       Tanay Club in America 
                         11:00AM       Abraha Rafael† 

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY 
Is 49:3,5-6; Ps 40:2,4,7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34. 

ST. LEO’S  
SENIOR ACTIVITY 

CENTER  
Co-Sponsored with the Oakland Unified 

School District: Pleasant Valley Adult School 
 Welcomes you!  

WEDNESDAYS from 8:30 –1:30 pm 
Make New Friends/Participate in: 
⇒ free classes 
⇒ special programs 
⇒ community resources 
⇒ low-cost lunch available 

This Week's Calendar 
(Week of January 17-23, 2005) 

Tues.     7:00PM 
    7:30PM 

Scripture Study 
Returning Catholics 

Rectory 
Old Prayer Room 

Sun.     9:45AM Choir Practice Church 

Sat    10:00AM Christian Meditation Rectory 

Mon.     7:30PM St. Vincent de Paul Rectory 

Wed     7:00PM Stewardship 
Committee 

Rectory 

 January 8/9, 2005 Year-to-Date 
Sundays/HolyDays 

Actual $4,230.00 $9,883.00 

Goal $5,570.00 $11,141.00 

Shortfall $1,340.00 $1,258.00 

So far, in 2005, our plate collection (including contributions from 
those of you who use Electronic Funds Transfer [EFT]) is only 
89% of what we need to keep our operations going at the pre-
sent level. Are you truly giving of your time, talent, and treasure 
in the way that you can and should? Some serious thought 
should be given to this financial situation before Stewardship 
Sunday arrives. We must pray for guidance so that we may be-
come true stewards of the gifts that God has so graciously given 
us. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, January 17, in cele-
bration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Please save any office 
business until Tuesday, January 18. 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
We mailed you the summary of the 2004 financial statement and 
the budget for 2005 last Thursday, January 13. Detailed copies 
of the 2005 Parish Operating Budget are now posted on the bul-
letin boards in the church and on the website at www.
stleothegreat.org. You will note that the new plate goal has in-
creased to $5,570 per week. This represents an increase of only 
$322 per week which is very small considering the fact that ex-
penses such as insurance, property tax, etc., have gone up. 
Even more significant is the fact that, in 2005, there are only 50 
weekly collections, since Christmas will fall on a Sunday. Our 
2004 overall shortfall is $8,631. The weekend of January 29/30 
will be our annual Stewardship Weekend. 

ANNUAL SEMINARIAN COLLECTION THIS  WEEKEND 
Your contributions to the Annual Seminarian Collection support 
the formation and education of men who are giving their lives to 
the service of God’s people as priests in the Diocese of Oak-
land. Envelopes for this collection are in your bI-monthly packets 
and also at all the doors of the church. Please place your contri-
bution in the basket with your regular donations. There will be 
only one collection. 

AN INVITATION TO RETURN 
How many times have you visited someone’s home and liked it 
so much that you hoped to be invited back again? Well, 
“Returning Catholics” is extending an invitation to those who are 
missing their Catholic roots. We are waiting to welcome you. 
Join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:30PM in the Old Prayer 
Room. 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
A steward is a caretaker. The goal of the stew-
ardship committee is to empower our parish-
ioners to be care-takers. The Stewardship 
Committee meets this Wednesday, January 19 
at 7:00PM in the rectory. Your input and moti-
vation are needed for this important committee. 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
January 22 marks the anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision in Roe vs. Wade. This anniversary shall be observed 
as a particular day of penance for violations to the dignity of the 
human person committed through acts of abortion and of prayer 
for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right of life. 
Acts of reparation are encouraged. Some suggestions are: ab-
stention from meat and alcohol and the donation of money that 
would have been spent on such items to your local pregnancy 
crisis center, recitation of the rosary, and/or joining Bishop Vi-
gneron in the Mass for Life at St. Mary's Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco beginning at 8:00AM on January 22. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 
The next Stewardship meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 19, at 7:00PM in the rectory. Parishioners are invited to 
attend and share their ideas. The parish dinner dance is set for 
Saturday, April 9, 2005, at the Colombo Club in Oakland. The 
cost is $25.00 per person. The parish photo directory will be up-
dated this year. Photo sessions will be scheduled in May, 2005. 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

“Who Do You Say That I am?” 
Six Days to a Deeper Understanding of 

My Life with Jesus 
Experience a weeklong “retreat in daily life” 
specially designed for your busy lives, with ei-
ther a morning or an evening option. Based on 
the second week of the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius, you will expand your prayer lives and explore differ-
ent ways of connecting with God using Ignatian contemplation, 
journaling, discernment and daily examen, under the guidance 
of Sister Barbara Williams, SNJM. The retreat runs from Mon-
day, Jan 24, through Friday, Jan 29, at either 9:30AM to NOON 
or 7:00PM to 9:30PM, and Saturday, Jan 30, from 9:00AM to 
1:00PM. It will be held at St. Joseph Parish (1109 Chestnut, Ala-
meda). This program is designed for those who have never 
made the Exercises as well for as those who have made them 
previously and wish to deepen the original graces. The sug-
gested donation is $50. To register, contact Anne Marie Fourré 
at (510) 749-7158 or afourre@st-joseph-community.org. 
(Another session of the Spiritual Exercises will be offered on 
April 25 to 30. This session will be entitled “In Company with 
Jesus: From Sorrow to Joy – Living a Resurrected Life.”) 

             -- $3,348,422.01: TOTAL COST OF RENOVATION 

                     DEBT REDUCTION        

$1,440,464.12: DEBT OWED TO THE DIOCESE 
 

THIS WEEK’S CONTRIBUTIONS: $164.75  
We now have $13,542.75 from last year. As soon as 
we receive the fourth quarter statement from the 
Diocese, we will use this to pay our interest on the 
debt and to reduce our principal. We have also 
collected $2,851.10 in 2005 to be paid at the 
end of the first quarter this year. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY CORNER  
Death Penalty Information 

California has scheduled the execution of Donald 
Beardslee to take place on January 19, 2005 at 
San Quentin Prison. Beardslee has not yet ex-
hausted all of his legal challenges, but his sched-
uled execution date is considered to be ex-
tremely serious. His execution is being opposed 
because no execution should be carried out in 
California while the California Commission on the Fair Admini-
stration of Justice is researching the causes of wrongful convic-
tion and the application of the death penalty in California. Also, 
critical information was not available to the jury that sentenced 
Beardslee to death. For additional information and to ask for 
clemency, see www.deathpenalty.org. Also, there will be a  
Prayer Vigil on January 18 at St. John the Baptist, El Cerrito 
(11150 San Pablo Ave.) from 7:30 to 8:30PM, prior to the exe-
cution at midnight. Come and pray for victims of violence and for 
an end to the death penalty. Some people will carpool to San 
Quentin after the vigil; others will remain in prayer at the church. 

CHRISTIAN ENRICHMENT CORNER  
Preparation for First Reconciliation 

The students preparing to participate in the 
sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 
should attend the next session. We meet in the 
Fr. Lacey Room at 7:00PM on Monday, Janu-
ary 17.  

Catechesis Moment 
The seven sacraments are separated into three groups: Sacra-
ments of Initiation, Sacraments of Healing, and Sacraments of 
Vocation. Can you name the sacraments in each group? 

THE GIFT OF COMMUNITY PRAYER 
At each Mass, the community prays in a special remembrance 
for the person or persons for whom the Mass is being offered. 
Having a Mass offered in remembrance, or in honor of, or in 
celebration for someone is a wonderful gift. If you have some-
one for whom you would like to have a Mass offered, please call 
the parish office at 654-6177. We have many openings available 
in the upcoming year. 

ONE CAN NEVER HAVE 
TOO MANY CALENDARS 

We still have a few 2005 calendars left. They 
are located on the altar rails and on the table in 
the vestibule. Please feel free to pass these 
along as a way of letting others know about our 
Church community. 

WE NEED YOU 
A parish is only as vibrant as the volunteers make it. There is a 
brochure in the display case in the vestibule entitled “Church of 
St. Leo the Great Service Opportunities”. Pick one up today and 
see all the ways you may be able to volunteer at St. Leo’s. 

GARDEN GALLERY 
World-renowned sculptor Timo-
thy P. Schmalz has been seek-
ing an appropriate “gallery” in 
which to show his latest work, 
“Agony in the Garden”. This is 
four life-sized statues of Jesus, 
James, John, and Peter 
(pictured at left). The artist be-
lieves that our garden would be 
the perfect setting in which to 

“show” these pieces. Because of this, the sculpture could be 
commissioned for only $46,000, the cost of the casting, delivery, 
and installation. The cost of one such figure would normally be 
$25,000 to $30,000. We could do this if parishioners are inter-
ested in it. We have already received four pledges. Please see 
the poster in the church vestibule for pictures of the models and 
for more details. If we have enough money pledged to pay for 
the whole project, then we could collect the pledges and com-
mission the work. If you are interested in making a pledge to-
ward the acquisition of these sculptures, perhaps as a memorial 
to a loved one, please contact one of the parish staff. 

ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE 
After all the Masses this weekend, representatives of the Divine 
Mercy Foundation will be in the vestibule or in front of the 
church offering information pamphlets regarding the upcoming 
Annual Divine Mercy Conference at the Oakland Convention 
Center on February 11, 12, and 13. They will also be selling raf-
fle tickets to support the many ministries of the Foundation. 

NO “SPAM” INTENDED! 
We have created an email-tree that we can use 
as a means to pass along vital and/or interesting 
information about parish and diocesan events, 
news, etc., in a more timely manner than just in 
the weekly bulletin. If you would like to be on the 

list of receivers, please email us with your email address at 
stleo@pacbell.net and type “parish email” in the subject line. We 
promise not to “SPAM” you but rather to send only breaking 
news that might otherwise be missed. Also, please let us know 
what you would like to receive in these electronic missives. 


